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THE ROYAL ROAD
TO LATIN

CHAP. I.

HOW LATIN ISt TAIdllT IN SCHOOLS.

IJlT ia ohsn said that there .'.s no easy method of i'j.xrn-

[ ing a diibcult tiling. Authors of Latin Grammars
are exceedingly fond of insisting upon this in the

prefaces t(; their \vcrk8, thinking, probahly, that it serves

&6 an ereuse for tha huge mass of bewildoring material

which they offer to the student. What the student re-

']uire3 to ear in mind, however, when entering upon any
undertaking, sucl: as learning a language, is not that

Uiere is no ea.s// vietliud of learning adilTuult ihuifj, but that

there are many difficult vietlnids of learning an ^aay thing.

Now, may shock a few readers at first to Ik ;ir that

to learn Latin is an " easy tiling ;

" nevertheless, after

the " shock " shall liave passed off, they may perhaps be

prepared to listen to the reasons which 1 will bring for-

ward as accountable for thts many diildculties hitherto

encountered in attempting to master the language of the

Romans. After hearing these reasons, they will, I ihinj
,

admit that, if learning Latin has in the ym»i pr.^vgH 5

difficult task, the fault lies not with the language itself,

but with the awkward means emi)loyed in teaching it.

iJut first let us ee what amount of time and labour ]=

usually required in order to make one ; t all familiar vviih

Latin.
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