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satisfactory to Upper Canada, and acceptable to the Lower Canadians.

They aHk,\vhat do vou want ^ Our reply is—Representation by Popu-

hition—the sweeping away of the absurd line of demarcation lietween

Upper and Lower Canaihi", and ])lacing all ('anadians on the same level.

They answt-r—" We cannot grant you ihat.^' "No! why not ?"_ "Be-

cause, ii' we grant vou tlial. you will come down witii vour majority, and

destroy our language, our religion, our laws, everything which Ave pecu-

lialy cherish."'
' " No," we say, " we have no desire that you should not

" be at full liberty to manage your local affairs as you like. All we want
" is to liavc a like control over our own local alfairs, and also that just infiu-

" ence in matters of common concern to both to which our nnml)ers en-

" title ns." Well, a report Avas drawn uj) in accordanct; with this, in

favour of the federal pi-inciple. (Hear, hear.) The details, of course,

were not settled, but it was a very great gain to get Mr. Cartier, Mr.

Turcotte, Mr. (Jliapais, and other leading French Canadians, to sigii u

report in favour of ai)plving the Federnl iirincijde to Canada, involving

as i. did, that, in the p()pular branch of the Feileral Legislature, the re-

j)rei- -utation should be based on ])opulation. (Cheers.) Well, gentlemen,

ontheverv same day that that reiKirt was presented to the House, the

Tacl e-Macdonald Govennnent Avas defeated by a majority oi' two. The

(|uestion thev had then to consider Avas Avliat course they should adopt—

whether thev slx.uld resign, re-c<mstruct, or go to the country. Their

predecessors" but a few Aveeks before had tried to form a Coalition, but

liad not succeeded. They themselves had made the same attempt, and

failed. And as for appealing to the country, a general election had taken

place onlv last fall, and there Avas little hope that another appeal would

make much diiference i)i tlu' position of affairs. Under all the circum-

stances, hoAvever, they deemeil it best to advise a dissolution, and they

so advised' His Excel'iencv. I am bound to say that the Governor-Gen-

eral, as he has ahvays doiie from the first day he entered the province,

acted in the emerge'ncv Avilh a Avisdom and an earnest desire to promote

the Aveli'are of Canatii'' fui- Avhichhe is entitled to onr Avarmest gratitude.

(Cheers.) So far as I understand the position taken by His Excellency,

It Avas this:—" If you insist cm a dissolution, I Avill grant it to you—but
"remember hoAV serious a res] lonsibility you take upon you. \'ou will

" have had three elections hi three years; you had four Administrations

" condemned in that tinu; ; and it is for you seriously to consider Avhat

"grounds tlunv are for sujiposing that another election AA'ill changes the

"situation." 1 am satisfied there Avas not a man on either side of the

Housi^ will) believed that a general election Avould have materially altered

the state of matters. Butsu])i)ose that either party had obtained a gam

of four or five seats, and more Avas impossible; still there Avould hav<^

been a, large UpperCanada majcu'itv arrayi'd in hostile feud against a

large Lower (Canada majoritv. and Ave AVf>uld liave had, Avith aggrava-

lions, a repetition of all the ohl <livliculties. Clearly a very grave diU:mnia

ha.l arisen. 1 nstantlv, I determined to make use of that dilemma. 1 Avc^nt

at once to several supporters of the Government jmd strongly urged upon

them that the existing crisis should be improved for the settlement oi

our Avhole sectional troubles; and 1 assured them that I, for one, Avas

prepared to co-opeiute with the ]ircsent, or any other Administration

that Avould deal with this (piestion, promptly and firmly, with a vieAV to

its final settlement. The gentlemen to Avhom I spoke, communicated to

the ihembei's of the Government the i)urport of Avhat 1 had stated,

and the Government resolved to appi'oach ine on the sulijcct.

Accordingly, a meeting Avas arranged, and Messrs. Macdonald and

Gait called on me at my quarters. I stated at the start that, in I


