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;

ezeept in Uiese casee where unlimited peine aidedJ^y the beat

appUaneei, neceaiarily involving great expenie» have bejen

emptoyed. It is» howereri eearcely nefeiaary to remark* that

theiieiegraphie method of ascertaining longitudes can super-

sede othermethods oulj within the limits of an established

telegraphic system ; and that on the oceaoi or in uninhabited

countries, or in those to which the telegraph has not yet

reached, tho ordinary methods must still be pursued.

I have now gone over the ground marked by the proceed-

ings of the Society during the past year, and though we may
not have wrought wonders, I trust our labours have not been

without results to which we may recur with satisfaction. We
have, on the whole, passed with success through e|nirnn ffurii

probation^ t trust in a manner not to require any' of us to look

back with regret at whatever share he may have taken in pro^

moting that success. It has been sometimes said by individual

members here, arid those the least likely to hiave dccasion to

say so, that they had been lead by the obligations of our rules

to reading and investigatbns on sul^ects connected with our

proceedings, flrom which they had derived both pleasure and

instruction, which otherwise they should probably never have

enjoyed. I doubt not but that this satisfaction is more or less

shared by each of us, and in my own caso, I the more freely

acknowledge it, because it is one of the proofs of our success.

This was one of the objects proposed when the Society was

founded; bu. I think I am right in saying that it was not in-

tended to circumscribe our views of benefit to our own limited

circle ; but as the Society increased in numbers, in combined

intelligence and constitutional vigour, it should if possible be

more influential for good, and particularly with reference to

the industrial interests of the Province ; 1 am prompted to

make this remark by the dark cloud of commercial depression

which continues to hang over us. We are, I believe, unani-

mous in regarding our dependence mainly on one, and that an

exceedingly hazardous branch of industry, as greatly to be de-

plored; and that without multiplied employments to create

>-afM?i-'Tji«?ffl»l* .


