
THE RULING PASSION

But Strena'it rejicrtory wiix wtak, thoiiRh her

iipiril WM willing. 'I'iicrc wan an un»|)okin M-ntimcnt

ninoi.g the men that "The Sweet By '""l Hy" ««»

not <|uitc tlic host tune in the woriil for n f|uadriile.

/ Suiiclnj-Nthool hynin, no inatt-r how rapiilly it

w„ rendcrwl, sceniwl t<i fall short of the ncrcssnry

vivacity for a polka. Beside., the wheezy little organ

positively refused to go faster than a i-crtain gait.

Hosic Hansom expressed the popular opinion of the

instrument, after a figure in which he and his part-

ner had h^n half a bar ahead of the music from

start to finish, when he said:

"Bv Jolly! that old maloney may be chock lull o'

relijun and po'try; hut it ain't got no dance into it,

no more'n a saw-mill.'"

This was the situation of affaire inside of Moody's

tavern on New Year's Eve. But outside of the house

the snow lay two feet deep on the level, and shoulder-

high in the drifts. The sky was at last swept clean

of clouds. The shivering stars and the shrunken

moon looked infinitely i-emote in the black vault of

heaven. The frozen lake, en which the ice v ls three
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