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and Sunday morning, a fatt which

speaks for itself.

In lit();i-4 the niejin annual number
of deaths of childrcii In London from
overhiying wiis 612. The large

majority of cases ociiirred on Satur-

day and Sunday nights.

Tha InSn»nc6 of Hartdlty npon
Xntbrltr.

The question is somotinies debated

as to how far the tendency to inebri-

ety is inherited. Proof is wanting

as regards the existence of a distinct

inebriate diathesis wlrrh is handed

on and cannot be rt^^isted, and by

means of which the drinker suffers

early elimination from the race. On
the other hand, careful scientific in-

vestigation shows that the children

of inebriates Inherit a faulty organiza-

tion and an impaired type of nervous

system, which often leads to their also

falling victims to the "craving' for

alcohol, especially when surrouullng

social and industrial conditions en-

courage Indulgence in its use.

In order to elucidate the influence

of heredity as a direct or indirect

cause of inebriety, a prolonged inves-

tigation, lasting thirteen years, was
undertaken by a committee of doctors

in America, the results of which have

not yet received full publication. In

a preliminary statement. Dr. Crothers,

their chairman, reports that the his-

tories of 1,744 cases of Inebriety have
been obtained, which may be classilled

as follows:

Distinct history of heredity 1,080

Disease, Injury, shocks, strains

and infection 390

Starvation and poisoning 180

Exposure, ignorance, mental con-

tagion 85

Causes too complex for classifica-

tion 9

He says:

The heredity of inebriety is estab-

lished from such studies beyond all

possible question and doubt. The
central conclusion, which cannot be
stated too strongly, is: that the in-

jury from alcohol to the cell and
nervous tissue is transmitted to the

next generation with absolute cer-

tainty in some form or other. It

may not always appear in the drink
and drug symptoms, but the injury

breaks out again in some neurotic

trouble, defect, or predisposition.

l»art of the tragedy which sur-

rounds this question of heredity is

duo to the fact that souic children

inherit from parents accustonied to

moderate drinking a food craze and
abnormal hunger which never seems
to be satisfied. This early provokes
dyspepsia and ineljrlety.

Another class is born with a pre-

cocious sexual instinct, which seeks

gratification apparently without

limit or control.

Ofter Merc appears to be a passing

over of inherited predispositions from
one to a third or fourth generation,

the descendants being liable to in-

stability and lack of will-power, and

to " invalidism " of all grades and
types; persons, namely, whose lives

are a perpetual struggle against some
bodily or nervous difficulty.

Whether the adurl taste for alco-

hol is ever inherited la at present a

somewhat open question; but in face

of the fact that so many other "crav-

ings " haunt the life of the descendant
of alcoholic parents, it seems not

unlikely that he should possess a
sense of " need " for the sedative effect

of the drug.

paolal Inharltftiioe of Harroas luata-

bUltjr.

As pointed out by Dr. Clouston,

there are, unfortunately, in the Brit-

ish Isles thousands of persons who
have inherited from alcoholic parent*"

an Impaired type of nervous system
which makes Its owner more suscep-

tible to the action of alcohol than
would be a normal person.

These persons possess but feeble

brains and their will-power is below
normal; for them, therefore, any alco-

holic drink is liable to be a dire

mistake, since it may arouse a " crav-

ing " which has so far lain dormant,
but which when once awakened, can-

not be controlled by the feeble will-

power at their command. Many of

these persons drink because they

simply have no will-power to abstain.

CoaoliuloiL.

That alcohol affects disastrously the

minds and bodies of Innocent unborn
children must be the undoubted con-

clusion of those who weigh the evl-

(iutici; of this chapter; and the question


