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AND THE PYRAMID.

as long as the heavens" was inscribed upon one of the Egyp-

tian temples. Now these gods must either have altered their

intentions, as sometimes even, the gods make grievous

mistakes, or else they were \mable to carry out their plans.

Such were the gods whom the people worshipped. Do xio^

her magnificent ruins stand up lij<e a great Mausoleum to tejl

j the stcry of the frailty and instability of these gods as cora-

ipared with Him who is great above all gods?"

1 Polytheism spread from Egypt into Greece, Assyria,

Babylon, etc. The very Tower of Babel was converted intaa

Pantheon* ^ i^'M-f^ -.•fT-'-.M -^

Chaldaea, which was probably the birthplace of Asiatic cul-

, ture and civilization, the first nation that ever held the

sceptre of an independent monarchy in Asia. It was a strong-

ihold oi Polytheism which much resembled that of Greece,

with whom their is every evidence that she had commercial

intercourse, besides the contiguity of Eg3'pt, would lend

much to her colonial, political and social agrandisement.

Assyria, a semetic offshot of Chaldaea, no doubt the bump
of veneration, was not quite so large in the Assyrian as ih the

Egypi-ian, Chaida^an, Indian or Greek. Nevertheless they

,
were strongly attached to their gods, but instead of lavish-

ing their oppulence upon the construction of temple dedi-

cated to dead gods, they prepared to expend their money in

the erection of magnificent palaces to their kings. The prin-

ciples of their religion was much the same as that of the

Chaldaeans. Ninevah, according to Scripture, was founded

by Ashur the son of Shem. It was at times the seat of the

Kings. Ninevah was a city of great wickedness and idolatrv.

It contained about 600,000 inhabitants. The principal object

of worship was a god represented on very large and hand-

somely carved figures in the form of a bull having a man's

head with wings of an eagle. The man's head was supposed

to represent wisdom and intelligence, wliile the body repre-

sented physical power ; the eagle's v/ings were typical of

swiftness of motion. Ninevah iell precisely as the Scrip-

ture had predicted, through theprophets Jonah and Nahum,
at a time when there was but little prospects of such a full-

filment. Ninevah, like Babylon, is buried beneath the rolling

waves of time. The billows of the ages have washed almost

every remnant from the site where she once stood.

niThere is no date recorded in ancient history of which we are

more certain than that of Babylon. It hasbe^n ascertainecl

by astronomical calculations made by mode^-n astronomers,


