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I nicjitifin thcriC frets in ordof th;if if m.ty !)0 st r-n l

am nol a practical man. In tin- acv-Dt'.nt I iivicnd ti">i.yi\c of

Ralph Hrahazon's case I do not mean to deal with it as If

Mr. Hrabazon were merely i'n intcrestin;; .Taf/fct t. 1 intci'i'l

to treat of it rather as a student—no doubt a morbid siudciit

—of human nature, than as a cut and dried incdico.

Thouj^h it would perhaps be better I should in the

course of my narrative keep in the ba( kj^round the record of

my own thoughts, sensations, hopesand fears, of the struggles

which unnerved irie, of everythiUj^ whicli concerns mySelf

alone, still, 1 cannot resist the temptation of layin;^ bare the

workaigs of my mind. At the same time I will endeavour

to enter minutely into nothing which has not in some war

ciircct or indirect bearing on the strange story of R.^lph

Brabazon.

Of the causes which led to my becoming an o;u ......: n

spirit while I was a young man in years litt!o P'.M.'d be :i:::d.

It will be sufficient for me to state that in n^y y^jtii I ii^<dl

experienced great hardships, endured i^^i-ast iiesc - t. As a

boy I had no friends: I did not then desire t!ic::i. As a

student I had no friends : then 1 did desire them. Vv'lien i tried

to make friends, I was unfortunate in my efforts. Tliose wha

responded to my advance proved one i>y one to be cither

deceitful, weak, or plainly anxious to cut themsni ve;> idrift from


