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I cheerfully do go, primiaing, however, that nij own information is

limited, and that I bave do personal kuowlcdgo of the origin of tlio

"vine.

As I havc been inTormed, it is a scodling devclopcd ncar Knchcster,

N. Y., some four or fivo years sinoe. In tho spring of 1877 it was

brought under my notice, and aa I found that the vinc had alrendy bcen

Îlanted hère in a small way,—notably by Mr. L. W. Decker, of Deoker'fl

'ark, from whoni I informed myself of it8 qualities,

—

I engagod more
«ztensively in its cuhivation*

It was introduoed to my notice as of the " Champion " variety,

and, I think, was known to Mr. Decker by that name; but I bave

fiincc iearned that the namo " Champion " was used as a gênerai descrip-

tive name, in the absence of a more nppropriate one.
' It appears there are two other varieties of the " Champion "—the

" Champion " proper and the " Talman Champion "—with neither of

which can the prosent be confounded. I am also informed that tl»e

horticultural societies in the States cannot agrée to name it " Champion ;

"

they bove refused to do so, and the vine bas no recorded name what-

evcr. Among my vines I received a hundred of the true " Champion,"

wbose fruit ripened iast year fully a fortnight iator than that of the
'' Beaconsfield ;

" so that I know there is a great and essential différence

between the two varieties.

This is simply ail I know of the history of the vine, and I bave only

to add that, having visited Mr. Decker's vinery in the autumn of 1877,

I know mine to be identically the same as that grown by Mr. Decker,

•which fact may enable the Society to identify it.

I hâve stuted in a circular and hâve published that I am prepared to

supply thèse vines from my own vineyard at Pointe Claire, and I ought
perhaps to explain hère that this supply will come from 45^000 outting»

from my own vines that I bave now in the nursery.

I bave no désire to overpersuade people to purchase my vines. If

there be any hesitancy or doubt on their part as to the success of tho

expérimente, by ail means let them wait until the next harvest of fruit

that they may see and be convinced. I am content that the vine shall

be dealt with on ita own merits.

My reasons for avoiding any répétition of the name " Champion,"

and for naming the vine the " Bcaconsfield," are thèse : I found it to

be a really valuable vine, very early and prolific, and one admirably

suited, 08 I think, to our climate, which the " Champion " is not.

To continue to name it the " Champion " would create confusion

and occasion disappointment to persons who might engage in its culture,

for the chances are that they would purchase the variety that is properly

•called the •' Champion "—a much inferior vine, and one having no par-

ticular qualities to recomraend its cultivation herc— and tho resuit of

thismistake would bring discrédit upon the '' Beuconfefield," and upon
ail who mny bave recommendud its cultivation.

Apart from business considérations, which of course had their due
i«?eight, I am of opinion that the giving it a distinguishing name was a

prudent step, protecting the public, as it will, from falling into theerror


