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Antrim, in the province of Ulster, and ^thin the ancient Barony

of Belfast, a small islet which bears tho name of '* Island Magee.**

This little sea-washed speck contained, according to one of the

latest, if not the latest topographical survey, abont seven thousand

acres of the finest land in the northern part of the kingdom. More-

over, in 1837 it was peopled by no less than two thoupi\nd six

hundred and ton inhabitants. In the early times, the lordship of the-

Island was vested in the great Ulster family of O'Neil, from whom
it passed in the sixteenth century to the Maodonalds of the Antnm
Glens, and in the seventeenth, by the fortune of arms, to the

Chichcsters, Earls of Belfast and Marquises of Donegal. From
this small Island, for which the original tenants are said to have piud

tho annual rental of " two goshawks and a pair of gloves,"

(^ihich, by the way, ma^ have been considered enough, since,

to an incredibly recent period, the Island was imagined by its

inhabitants to bo a theatre of sorcery,)—their descendants were

almost extermmated, and wholly expelled by a force of covenan-

ters at the time when the memorable Munroe was commander of the

Parliamentary armies in Ireland. Three only of those who bore the

name of Mut^ee were said to have escaped to the mainland, and

from one of tiiose three, who we suspect must have appropriated

more than his share of the sorcery, the subject of our sketch

accounts himself to have directly descended.

Without dwelling further on the facta and incidents of his remote

ancestry, we may mention Uuit the Honorable Thomas D'Arcy

McGce is the second son of the late Mr. James McGee, of Wexford,

and of Dorcas Morgan, his wife. He was bom at Carlingford, in

the County of Louth, and wo are enabled to add, on the 13th of

April, 1825. The name of « D'Arcy," by which Mr. McGee is

conventionally known, is, we have understood, derived from his god-

father Mr. Thomas D'Arcy, a gentlemen who resided in the neigh-

borhood of Carlingford, and, as we may infer, a personal friend of

the family. Of his parents Mr. McGee is accustomed to speak

with filial affection and becoming reverence, for he was early taught

to " honor his father and his mother.'' But for the memory of

the latter, whom he lost at a very early age, if we may publish in

this place the observations of his most cherished friends, he

entertains feelings of tender and entliusiastic admiration. Such


