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England, peculiarly appropriated to them

the terms of he Apostolic comMission, and

the promise of tiie Savior's perpetual pres-

ence—and further enjoins, that " they with

the bishop shall lay their hands severally,

upon the head of every one that receiveth

the order of the priesthood." The inference

is too obvious to need any formal statement.

Pass we to the Reformers : It is matter of

general notoriety, tiiat almost to a man,

not only did they admit, but maintain, that

in point of order, the New Testament

makes no difference betwixt bishops and

presbyters ; and that the opposite doctrine

involves an antichristian usurpation. Take

one proof of this, so conclusive, that a folio

volume filled with similar testimonies,

would not more fully settle the point : In

a book, entitled '* The Instruction of a

Christian man," which the Archbishops,

Bishops, and Clergy subscribed with their

own hands, and dedicated to the king in the

year 1537, it i.-J explicitly declared in the

chapter on orders, " That priests and bish-

ops, by God's law are one and the same
;

and that the power of ordination, and ex-

communication, belongs equally to them

both." *

* There are two facts to which it was my intention to
advert in my letter, but, in the unavoidable hurry of
composition they were overlooked. They are so ex-
tremely pertinent, that I hereappeud them. " No Bi»h-
op in Scotland during my stay in that kingdom," says
Bishop Burnet. -' ever did so much as desire any of the
Pretbi/teriant to be re-ordatned." (.See his Vindication,
printed, London, 1696 ) The other fact is that Grindal,
Archbishop of Ca>ilerbury, isuued a licence to Mr John
Morrivon, a Scotch minister, bearing date, 6ih of April,
1582. iu the fallowing terms ;—" Since you the fore-
said John Morrison, about five years pnsi, in the town
of Garret, in the county of Lothian, in the kingdom of
Scotland, were ailraitted and ordained to sacred orders
and tne holy ministry, by the imposition of hands ac-
cording to the laudable form and rile of the reformed
church of Scotland; and since the congregation of that
county of Loihi<in is conformable to the orthodox faith
and sincere religion, now received in this realm of Eng-
and, established by public authority ; We there-
fore, as much as lies in us, and, as by right we may. ap-
proving and ratifying the form of your ordination and
fireferment done in such manner aforesaid, grant yc<j a
icenceand faculty, with the consent and express com-
mand of the most reverend father in Christ, the Lord
Edmund, by divine providence, archbishop of Canter-
bury, to be signified, that in such orders by you taken,
you may, and have power in any convenient places innd throughout the whole province of Canterbury, to
celebrate divine offices, to minister the sacraments," etc.

(Neal'f Hi(;ory of the Puriiana, vol. i., chap, vi.)

Permit me, though I have already tres-

passed 60 much on your time, to introduce

you, before I close, to three or four dignitaries,

who, being dead, yet speak,—and with whom
you would find your account in cultivating

an acquaintance, instead of confining your-

self so exclusively to the society of Bishop

Beveridge and a few others of the same

school.—No reference. shall be made either

to Bishop Hoadly, or to Archbishop VVhate-

ly, for I know well, that even their mitres

would secure for them no more respect at

your hands than you accord to unauthorised

ministers. No such insuperable objec-

tions, I trust, exist in your mind to the

renowned worthies who are now about

to address you. >

Hear what Bishop Andrews says,

" Though episcopal Government be of di-

vine institution, yet it is 710/ so absolutely

necessary as that there can be no Church

nor Sacraments, nor Salvation, without it.

He is blind, that sees not many churches

flourishing without it; and he must have a

heart as hard as iron, that will deny them

salvation." *

Mark what Bishop Sherlock says, in his

examination of Belarmine's Notes of the

Church ;
" I am sure that it is not a safe

communion where there is not a succession

of Apostolic doctrine ; but whether the

want of a succession of Bishops, will, in all

cases unchurch, will admit of a p^reater

dispute. I am sure a true faith in Christ,

with a true gospel conversation, will save

men ; and some learned Romanists defend

that old definition oi the Church, that it is

coetusJidelium, the company of the faithful,

and will not admit Bishops or Pastors into

the definition of a church." |

Listen to the venerable Archbishop

Usher :
" I think that Churches that have

no Bishops, are defective in their govern-

ment
;

yet, for justifying my communion

* Bristed'g Thoughts, p. 440.

f Notes of the Church examined and refuted, p. 55.


