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<iMir lnd« in Ain, and by penniwion of Iht Spanuih i CompMiy haa • iMra rlf^t of •xeltnira trade with

CO*enim«nt. It la true ahe bad not kept up her I the ladioaa, without the prinlcca of aequiring any
••• • -^ ,-, __ ..._j„!_.. u... _- .i.1. — .k :i i- »_..... —

:^ in tbia raapaet the

'er iMlerialr^ ttota
«MablUhmentR north of Cape Mendocino; . but no

othara had l>«cn formed in (he aame localiliaa; and

ker riffhia of diamvery, iherefnrr, were not aupar-

aded ny rigliu of occupation on the part ofother na-

tiona in any portion of the territory in diepule,

excepting ao fnr aa they may have been derived fi«in

the American nnd Briiiah eaUbliahmcuU, to which

1 am about to refer.

The United States had diHCOvered ilie Columbia

river, and a"''Kndad it at the time of the dlacovery

to the diilaiK'H of twenty-fire n'ilee from it* mouth.

49he had alan iliacovered Dulfinch'a harbor, between

<he Columbia ami the etrait of Fuca. She had ex-

amined thr i-niintry watered by the Columbia and

Bome of it* trili'larie*, and ahe had formed eatnb-

liahmenla wiiliin it at four different period*— in 1809,

1810, 1811, Mild 1813—the mnat southerly near the

month of ilxt C<dambi«, and the moat northerly

between thr 48th nnd 49th parallela of lati-

tude. Spain claimed to have discovered the

Columbia ('fventeen yeara before Gray enter-

ed it; but in 1821 she ceded all her rights to

the country north of 43° to ihe United 8tat»s, by
traaiy, and 'liua i^ve ua a title to the territory wa-

tered by the river which Oreat Britain ought never

to have quefioncMi. By virtue of the aame act of

caaaion her entire right to the coast became veated

4n ui.

tn the cour-<e of the public diacutaiona in respect to

Orison, the United State* has been charged with

diahonor an<i l>ad faith in setting up a claim to that

territory, 1st, by diacovery, through the agency of

her own cilizKii*; and 2(1, by cesaion of the righta of

;Spain. For, a* has been aaid, if the first ground was
tenable, she omld not. without inconsistency, aettip

« claim on tlio aecond, because she had virtually de-

nied the second by assuming the first as the basie of

-her right. r>t)i, sir, is it not quite possible for two

nationa to poaaess rights by configuity, or to ac-

quire them >)y discovery, neither perfect, but capa-

ble of being i Midcred so by a merger of both in ont?

-Oreat Brituii herself claims a right of joint occu-

pancy with ibe United States in Oregon; and vhe

will certainly not deny that a cession of her right tor

iu;or ours to her, would create a perfect title to the

country, wii^out affording cause for any imputation

of diahonor to either.

Ore?' Brittiin in 1818 had surveyed the strait of
Fuca, after its outlines were known, but she had
made no discoveries on the coast which were not

eomprehendc'Ci within the boundaries of the great

diatricts previously known and visited. She may
have had eambtishmenta in the valley of the Colum-
bia; but if f!0 I have not been ab'e to ascertain the

fact. She ha'l discovered Frazer'a river, which emp-
tiea into the -iirait of Fuca at the 49ih (Mirallel of lat-

itude; ahe hnd traced it from its source to its mouth;
iriul had formed an er:abliKhment on it near the 54th

panllei; and it only rimains to settle by (he testimo-

ny of facts t'..n geographical relation which this river

and its valley bcur to the river and valley of the Co-
lumbia.

I pass by, aa unconnected with the question, for

•the l^aaons 1 have assigned, all settlements made
Bubsequently i^o 1818 by the Hudson's Bay Company,
on which Gr :at Britain has conferred large and most
impdrtant p< wers in reapect to the country west of

th« Rocky mountains. Indeed, these establish inents

rest upon no legal concession, even by^herself, which
confer! any right of domain. The Hudson's Bay

title to the soil in Oregon; w
privilifea of the company d
those conferred on it in relailon to tba terrftory it

posaesaes upon Hudson's aliaiia.

I alao paaa by aa idle the formalitiea of tailing

possession of the country by Broughton on the Co-
lumbia, and Vancouver in the atrait of Puoa—for-

malitiea a long time before performed in numberless
localities by the 8|janiards—eapeeially as those of

the British navigatora were unaccompanied by a(^tu-

al aettlcment and occupation, and were in direct vio-

lation of a treaty which those officers ware sent out
to cMcute.

'

I have endeavored, Mr. Preaident, in the

first part of my remarks to maintain the Spahii>h

title to the northweat coast of America. I re-

gard all attempta to diaparage it aa antiquated aad
obsolete, to b e founded upon partial and illiberal

viawa of the subject. It la unneceaaary to say to

you, air, or the Senate, that antiquitv^ia the higbeat

element of title, if the chain can b« traced down
unbroken and entire to our own times. The
Spaniah title to the northwest coast is almoat coeval

with the voyages of Columbus. It ia consecrated
by discovery us high aa the 43d parallel of latitude,

by the lapse of more than three centurieaj aa

high aa the 48th bv the lapse of two eanturiea

and a half, and as high as the 54th by the lapse

of more than aaventy yeara. Sixty years ago
it atood undisputed and unimpeachsd by any
antagonist claim or pretenaion to territorial rights.

It was confirmed and perfected by occupation
as high as 49° 30' half a century ago. Durinx
the succeeding twenty yeara, it was not superseded
by rights of occupation on the, part of oth r nations,

unless it be to the limited extent 1 have stated. Dunne
the last thirty years, all rights have been suspendel
by treaty arrangements between the only two pow-
ers who can, with any face, set up a claim to the

exercise of sovereignty over the territory' to which
it attaches. In the consideration of national inter-

eata in territorial posacssiuns, it is a narrow view (p

bind down sovereign states to all the rigorous tech-

nicalitiea of private tenurea. Great principles of na-
tional right, viewed liberally, and applied according
to the proclaimed intentional of the partiea, are the
only guides worthy of statesmen or governments in

the settlement of questions of sovereignty over
the unoccupied portiona of the earth we intiabit.

The object ol'Sp.iin in reapect to the northweat coast
waa aettlement—permanent occupation. The ob-
ject of Great Britain was commerce, traffic, tran-

sient occupation. Tested by the principles i have
stated, I cannot hesitate to consider the Spanish title

to the northwest coast of America, which has o**

late been so much disparaged, aa vesting rights i:.

us which are unimpeachable.
I said at titc commencement of my remarks that

one of my objects was to defend the Spanish tide,

by stating the historical facta on which it reata. 1

have pel formed the task which I allotted to myself.
I will only add, that with what I have said, I am
content, ao far as I am concerned, to leave the whole
question where it now is, in the hands of the ad-
ministration, relying on its firmneaa and its aenre of
rectitude to fiu.stain our just tights, and to respect

thejust rights of others.

So conscious is Great Britain of t)ie invalidity of
her title that riie does not venture to assert n right to

the exclusive sovereignty of any portion of the terri-

tory. In 1&2C she claimed only a right ofjoint occu-

•riirfl&r^"^*"-''^


