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Audi inakt' this Koli'iiin «!.•. lurutioii, coiim iiiiti(.ii-<lv h.'liiviiiir ili • >!iin.' to l).<

tn\<\ ,111(1 l)y viilu- dl'ihi' Art r.'Ni»ntiiii' cxtni-jiKliciul oiiili,^.

lt.«. liir.Ml lirtorr in., at VifloriM. in tli.'i AllKL DolMILASS.
I'liiviiK .. (.f llriti»h ('oluiiil)ia, this .'
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APPENDIX No. 20.

Declaration nr Otto i'.iriioi.z, masteh or the .'•kauno scirooKBii "Casco," 1808.

I'ort ol" Vi( loria, /

British ('oliiinhia.
\

I, Olio Itiu'liol/, of ih- City of Vittoria, in Ou" I'inviu.v ol HritiKh Columbia,
noiniiiiuii ol' ('aiiadii, do xijciipilv, di'ihiri- lli;;t ;

—

My lirsi .•xiii'ii.'ii.i' in ih" si.iiiiii<i' i>usiii..>> was in ib'.io

nlonif Ihi' 1 Oils! and ii;!.. Ilhrin-.;- Sea, a^

In 1>".'(I, I Willi s.'aiinir ill ih.' s;nii.'

l-iion "
I WHS wavii.'il oiii I.I' li.'liriiiLr S.a.

In iM'.i^, I wnii to saiiH- placrs in llr

This y.ar, Isit:!. ii> masL-r of liic schooner " ('a-^io," 1 visited th
the walerH nroiind Ivoiiiandoisky rsiunds on a seal liniilinj? voynLre

I il.-areil rroiii Vi''iori:i of tb,. isi). .laiiuary, l"avin;;- Ihe viriniiy ol' Vancouver
Island on th.. ;ird ol' l"i.|iriia;v. iiii.l shiiped iny (Hiisi' dire<t lor tin .Tniiiin coast,

urrivinif ojl'thal .oasi ..ii (lie iJTili Mircli. my poNJiion lieintif (Ji" 1.")' north laliliuie,

14:!' M' east lonirimd.', oll'lli.' Ulin:.! c, \ii)()ii, 1 cruised up the co.ist in search of
seals until the H'h day of April, w h-n I imi into Aki>lii, Y"ssi) Isiand. ha\ iiii(

pi.ked \ip a f.'W s.'ais ..n ilii roml. I l.fl Aki--liion the I'lst day ol ,\|>ril, and on
the-Jlih I heeiiii sciilint;- in lalilu:!.' 4<i ' :{!' north, and loiifrilud.' 14;! 42' east. I

eoiiiinued sealiiur on the Japan coasi with success uj) to ih • 21st day id' .lune. upon
whii'h dale 1 lnok my last seals on ihi' .lapaii coast, (.hi ihat day my position was :

latitude 4.'!^ •_'.!' north, lomritude UC.'^ 28' east. Kurini;- my stay on the .lapan coast,

alter I heuan sealiim- (Jltli .Vi.ril) my positions raiiued hetween .'.l'^ and 43'^ north
latitude and \iii' and III'.'' ..ast lonuiiude. Th.' seals taken aloii'.^ this coast were
pot at dislanci s from Id to 4;') milesi.tl slior.'. The majorily ol iny catih w.'r.' mules.

I have never seen so many mal.' s.'als as this year. l''emales in pu|) wer.' taken all

ahuiii, ''lit of I oiirse (hey were hcavi.-sl (i.aards the end.

Oil' Yesso Island, we took several adult barren females. These I'lmales were
not with pu]) nor had th.y pupped, as they did not show the least sitrn of milk.

There is no doiil.l hut that I hey wer.' barren cows. If it had occurred to nie to

notice this point i)arlicularly, 1 believ .• I . ould have observed quite a percentage of

this class of seal all alolii;-.

On the UMli day of .Inly, I siiihicd Copper Island about 40 miles distant. On
ihi' L'l.nl day of .lulv. I L:'(>t niv lirst seals olf the K..muiidorsky Islands, my ))osiliou

beiiii"- latitude .')."." ;il)' north, loimitud.' M7^ 01' easl. The last seal I took in this

ni'iphbourhood was on the 21st day of .\uijust, in latitud.' f>-'<'^ .'>'.•' nortli, loim-itudo

1G8° 2S' east, and between th.'sc dates my positions varied from oo° lo 5;')" north

latitude and l(i;i" to liUi'' east l.meidide.

(.)f Ihe seals tak.-n olf th.' K'omaudorsky Islands, fully one half w.-re males and
in a very poor and starv.'d condition.

I i-annot say as to the dilhreiK stag.-s of condition of females in milk, as it never
struck ine to ohsirve this at the time.

I have no kiiowl<'dtr<' of any "banks' to th.' southward of the Komandorsky
Isliiiids. Last year when iher.' was no limit around the islands. I was as close as

fifteen miles, and as far as one huiidr.'d miles from the islands. This year I kept off

an aviTiuie distan. <• of (4"i) forty-live miles, and I nevi-r found any banks; although

I have sounded trying for bottom fish, I have ne\er been able to get s(Uin(Iiugs with
120 fathoms of line. All the sealers 1 have spoken to on the subject have had Ihe

same experience. Fresh fish is a luxury on board a sealer on so long a voyag.-, and

we all try for fish. This applies also to the Japan eoast, where the seals are taken

entirely out of soundiiurs.

My experience this year as to the migration route of the seals to the Komaudor8k7
Islands, is that Imettltem in April and .May, alouii' the coast oH'Nipon, at a distance

of between (20) twenty and (70) seventy miles. I lost the herd in the latter end of

June offSikotau, about (he beginning of the Kuriles.

I can tell a seal that has come ott'the islands by the discoloration of the hair on
the belly, and by the condition of the flippers. The flippers of a seal long at sea are


