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^er bitter season, but she had gained courage

v> look forward to the summer. .Alberta society

kever nl!r>v. cd any occasion for festivity to slip

Dy unnoticed. Indeed the English colony was
[enowned for its gay hospitality. As soon as

he day wi.s fi.ved for the de])arture of the

^tron,i;/it)l(i the citizens bestirred themselves to

Jive a ball to the atUnirai, and the officers, in

jeturn, gave a farewell ball in the dockyard.

In a few weeks you will be welcoming the

S/'itJin" saiil Neville, with a touch of senti-

lental jealousy which Letitia was cjuick to

lote.

Letitia had a new dress for these balls, and
new ball-dress was by no means an every-

day event in Alberta. She was far too jjretty

md i>oi)ular for Neville to have a chance of

ipprojjriating her on these occasions, and he
dso had his own social duties to attend to.

'he Roys were not the only people from whom
ie had received hospitality. Nevertheless, i^n

)ne way or another, Neville and Letitia were
luch together during that last month. Mrs.

Loy relaxed her tliscipline and permitted the

pung people, with Edgar and James as an
pscort, to enjoy extended rides through the

^voods. She was also persuaded to consent to

moonlight excursion on the water, up the

Inlet. On this last occasion Letitia's five bro-

thers were considered to constitute a sufficient-

ly
strong body-guard, and Mrs. Roy, who had

lo great liking for small boats, stayed at home.
The sun was setting as they pushed out

rom the low pier, but the rich sunset lights

lingered long afterward above the dark, fir-

:lad hills of the island. Very gradually they

taded and merged themselves in the blue sky

)verhead, which then grew darker and darker,

intil the stars appeared, and the full moon
kse majestically over the town. By that time

[he Roys had almost reached the Narrows,
diere the tide rushed with tremendous force

)etween projecting rocks. The younger boys
lanted to row through, and urged that the

Current was with them. But Letitia protested.

Kdgar was captain of the crew, and Neville

let the lesson of obedience. As a compromi.se
|he boys were allowed to lind and scramble
)ver the rocks. Edgar undertook to stay wth
[lie boat, so Letitia and Neville presently, at

pdgar's suggestion, also climbed up the rocks,

md strolled through the woods to a point that

k-as celebrated for the beauty of the view it

pommanded.
How could a pair of lovers fail to be moved

)y the influences of the hour ? The pine-woods
^ere dark, and the trail was narrow and tangled
li'ith briers. It was impossible to walk side by
|ide, and therefore it was difficult to talk. Often
le lapping of the water on the shore, and the
Crunching of cones under their feet, were the

only sounds that disturbed the stillness of
the evening. In the distance the boys' voices

could now and then be heard, and occasionally

there was the splash of l-'.dgar's oar on the water
as he drifted jiatiently ba< kward and forward.

Letitia led the way, for she knew which trail

to follow; but Neville was only half a pace be-

hind her, near enough to pull aside the boughs
or to hold down the straggling brambles that

im])edeil her course. Sometimes a ray of moon-
light pierced the heavy, somber pine-bramhes
overhead, and fell for a moment on her fair

neck; sometimes it touched the soft rings of

hair that clustered round her ears ; and some-
times,when she half turned toward him, Neville

was able o look for a moment into her hazel

eyes. They were scarcely conscious how trivial

were the remarks they made to each other.

For the instant the senses were dominant.

Suddenly the path led them out of the woods
on to the high bluff which Letitia had been
trying to gain. Below them, and stretching as

far as they could see to the right and the left,

the deep waters of the inlet glimmered and
gleamed in the moonlight. On the opposite

shore an arbutus-tree distinctly i)rojected itself

from the pine-wood, and threw a weird shadow
on the rocks. Letida lifted her face to Neville

to call his attention to it, and the next moment
Neville's arm was round her wai.st and his lips

were pressed to hers. The moonlight, which
beautified everything on which it fell, beautified

LeUtia's features, and Neville yielded to an ir-

resistible impulse. Letitia's ecpially irresistible

impulse was to draw back, in shyness or in

iright, and she followed the impulse even while

her first surprise gave way to rapturous hap-

piness. There was no longer any doubt that

Neville felt even as she did. She half turned

as she reached the edge of the woods to listen

to the words that must come now without de-

lay. Alas 1 the boys' voices were coming nearer

and nearer. As for Neville, he was filled with

dismay. What e.vcuse could he offer for his

nad conduct

?

" Forgive me," he murmured as he rapidly

followed her.

Letitia gave him her hand in reply, and he
raised it to his lips.

The boys' voices sounde'i harsh and shrill

in the silence of the evening. Neville scarcely

knew whether he was glad or sorry that they

were so near. He managed to recover himself

before the boys themselves appeared^ and to

withdraw their attendon from Lotitia^he plied

them with question after question, to all of

which they had eager answers to give, besides

much extra information to impart. In spite of

the narrow ])ath, Neville managed, in the dark-

ness, to retain Letitia's hand until they reached

the boat.


