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I siiy Mir, that the lurn-iit of events jioints to Con-
fedcrulioii iiml uiliinnlely to N'litiouiility.

ConfeilTUtUm is eviileiilly our iiliimate ilestiny

—

Our own interests—Canadian aspiratiiMis—and Impe
rial pnliry, us ennneinted in the .Seeietary of Slatea
Dcspali'h, all point tlie same way.
We sluiil, tlierel'ore. hosi etinsnit the real interests of

the t'tdony, the .•oDner hriii^' im a new era of progrrsi

and prosperity in thi.i favmnid hind,hy not delayinj: lo

dehalc anil consider over the iidvi.suInHty of the prin-

ciple itself, hut at onee to f^o into Conunittee of the

Mhole, and there comhineall onr enerj^iea upon the

best s(dieme to be snlunitleii in the last resort lo the

decision of tlie piople, for carrying out the prin-

ciple of ('(nifedcration, under God's hlessing, snccess-

t'ully inti. practical cfleet.

The motion was .seconded by the Hon. the Chief
(Tonimii-sioner of Lands and Works, who wnii excused

from .cpeiikin^ at this sta^e of ilie <n;l>;tte on tl e

jjronnd of indispo^jition, under which ho was mani-
festly sutVering.

The Hon. Mil. IIKLMCKKN said, the subject of

Confederation was introduced by His Kxeclleucy the

Governor in his i^pcceh, in the fullowiuf; terms —
"Tilt' coiiiiininit.v ia iiln'ii'ly acqiinititt'il willi t1i<! Dc»-)>Ht<'1i

wliicli I hiivi' rccwiitiy nvfivcd frum [li-r Mnjr^hty't Serrftmy of

htHtc i.ii tlii>* "iilijcct ; iiri'l ilii- iiuTful (oUHJtlenUiriii of it cuiiiii)

iKiiycr Im- ildi-irni Willi cuuiIchv to llci .Miijr«ty'n linvcriiment, »

inltaiitaKc I" tin' 0>li>ii,v. I (-uiiuiK-inl it toyniir ciiriiL'Rl tlioii^lit

KiTiiiv uwii |i;iit I iiiii f.inviiintl tliut i>n cirtiilii tcriiiB, whifli I

bclii'VB it w.>ii|(| lint W ciiflinill toarrmige. tiiiH (Colony iii«y derive
BtibNdiiitiiil lii'iictit from kiiiIi iiii tiiioii. Hut tin' only iiitinniT in

wtiicli il mil III- i)Kt'tTliiiiii-<l whftlitT Cniiiiilii will ii^ri'o tu hiicIi

HiTitnK<'>iii-iilrt RH will piiil UK, it to |in>[)os(.> hiicIi an \vi* would bu
rpft'iy to «iii-|il. AVitIi the ncHiclaiKi- uf my roiiiiril, I liuvi* |ir<^-

p:iri-il II Koliciiiv whiL'li I ^li:ill t-(iiiiii> to hv liiid liff«rt' yoil. Itt'^olii-

tioiH fritnidl ii]hiii tluit liHHiit will L-ti:ible iiiv to couiiiniiiii'ntv with
til*' tioTiTiiiiK'ul iif Caniidii iitid n!ic(>rtiiiii whetlipr llicy will bu
wilMiii- lo iiiiiilo loLiir inoiro-ilii.iiH,

Wlul. II. i' \Kw- ..filrr \I ij.-iy'HiJ..VPrniii'iit have Ii.-cn chnrly
nii'l fill ;lilv I \;iii -.-111 uj-'>ii thi- <|ui'?<tioi), I iim wnri' ibert' in r

do-ii.' to ui-c thi' I itii>i: i'X<'<'|>t iti ilir >rdiilK't( with IIh ^i-ih-i-.

imipt;irirc by llriUnh HiilyLtl.i in tlit- Cwloiiy, I do nol, thrrt-fori

lir.-jii"-!' that any ti-rnis agri'fd upon by the GovcriiiiK'iit oH nu-.x*

Hliiiiild It tlnilly -'tct-i'pti-d, niitil riilltlcd by the fci'iicnil verdict
tli<- roiiinniiiity, xo f.ir HB that ciui 1>e nyrcitaim'd thrmiiili fiiiothrr

Couiiril, of which the t'lioIUrinl Mi'inbcra shall have bt-uii

re.cUxti-d."

Before proceeding to the consideration of the sub'

ject, I will reply in a very few word.^ lo the speech of

the Hon. Attorney General. The Hon. gentleman laid

great stress upon the consolidation of IJritish '.ntercsts

on this Coast, but I say, .Sir, l.nU however much wc
arc in favour of consolidating Hritish interests, our
own interests must come lirst, Imp. rial interests can
well nfford to wait. We are invited to settle this

question now and for ever, but I say that we are
not called upon to do so; the n-atter will come before
ihe peitple alter the proposed terms have been submit-
ted to the Uominion Covcrnment, and il will very
likely happen that, if the.'ic (erms are rejected and
others of a mean nature 8ul)s(ituted by the Govern
ment of <'anada for the consideration of the poojde of
this Colony, other issues may come up at, the polls, and
nmongst them, the (jueslion whether there is no other
place to which this Colony can go but Canada; whatever
may be the result of the present vote, it is impossible to

deny the proliability of the less being absorbed by
the greater; and it cannot be regarded as improbable
that ultimately, not only this Colony, but the whole
ot the Dominion of Canada will be absorbed by the
United Wtates. The Hon. Attorney (Jeneral has nol
attempted lo prove the advantages which will result

from Confederation, he has contented himself will;

vagne assertions of lulvan.ages.

The qiieftioii is only lnnught ilown by the Govern -

in eonseipienec of the Despatch of Lonl (Jranville ; I

we have to do is to agree to a series of Itesolutions.

It if. not pretended that il in the voice of the peojde,
or the voice of this Council. Il is well understood
that it is a Government measure. And we all know
what that means— il means tha^ this series of Res-
olutions is to be pas.'cd—And we have it from the
Governor that he desires to send these Hesolntions to

Canada; lliey will nol go, they are not inlended to go,
as the opinion of the peiiple. but when certain terms
have been agreed upon between the Government of
this t'olonyand the Dominion Parliament, they will
come back to the people for ratification. Il remains
then for the people to organise, so as to l)e ready at

the proper lime to give their verdict, for the re.^pon-

pibilities will ultimately rest with the people, and it

is for them to say whether they will have Confeder-
ation or not.

I do think. Sir, that the (jue.'-tiou ought to have
been an open one.
Her Majesty's (Jovernment ought not to have intei-

tfred, they are not jiistilietl in interfering in business
tvhich wc could very well manage for ourselves.

I feel certain that His Kxcellency will act iiprighlly,

fairly, luuie-tly, and generously, by, and tor, Iho
Colony [hear, hear]: and, Sir, I fully believe '.hat if

hese terms are declined now. in any future negotU
.itions that may take place, if the people support the
'lovernor. no terms will be accepted, or ever proposed,
vv liich would lead to this Colony being sacrificed to

'anada, and that the people will have every oppor-
lunily afiordcil them to organise for the liiial vote
wlien the time arrives for the settlement of this

i|ncstion "tinallyand forever," ns the Honourable
Gentleman has put it.

I see no reason. Sir, why Her Majesty's Government
should interfere with our allairs, there is no reason
thai the .Mernliers of this Couneil should be coerced.
The desire of Her Majesty's Government is in

reality u command to the Executive.

.\ neu Kliction ought to have been called before
;iis ijuer-t on was brought on ; but there is one satis-

f.ution left us, it i? that Her Majesty's Government
have left th*; terms to the Colony.

II is for the people to use that power rightly, wisely,

and well, lo see that Confederation means the welfare
and progress of the Colony.
Now, Sir, in the first place, it is necessary for the

peo|>le tu see llial Confederation must be for the
general good of the Colony.

I am opposed to this question being brouglit down
now.

I believe it to be most inopportune. It is believed
by most people that this Colony is on the verge of

great changes. That the new gold discoveries will

hring a large population to tins Colony, and that the

slijiht despinidency which now exist:* will be swept
away, and that this Colony will once more enter upon
an era of prosperity not inferior to that which belonged
to it a few years ago.

1 say. Sir, that this is an inopportune jieriod to

bring this c[uestion up, because when that]iopiil.\tion

which is expected arrives, our position to negotiate

for terms will be much better, because with a larger

population and greater prosperity, we may demand
far better terms than now, and, Sir, it is my linn

conviction that if prosjierity comes shortly the people

of ill I- Colony will not desire to change certainty for

uncertainty.

Another reason there is that we ought to wait until

after IHTI
;

in that yea; Canada has to take a census
of the population, and when that is taken we shall

know the amount of the del)t per head. I have no
doubt it is greater now than wlion Confederation was
first inaugurated. It is increasing, and 1 believe that

instead of 'J2 cents per head it will now be 2'* cents.

1 sliou.d like, then, lo wait until after 1871. be-

cause we shall then hav a better opportunity of

knowing the financial conililion of those with whom
we would connect ourselves.

It is inopportune, also, for the reason that the pres-

ent difliculties in the lied lliver Settlement are sulll-

cient to cause us great anxiety. I will not take up
the time of this House by inquiring whelher the

people of that Territory are right or wrong. I know
nol, and shall not discuss the question : but this 1 do
know, thai if they induce the Indians to join them it

will cause a great delay in the settlement of that

country ; and we do not even yet know that the lied

Uiver Settlement will prove so inviting to emigration
a.s is reported. Again, Sir, I may state that Confed-
eration, so far ns it bos at present gone, is but a mere
experiment. It is nothing more or less than nn
experiment. And I believe that considerable dissat-

isfaction has resulted from it. If we wait a little

lunger before seeking to enter within its pale our-

•^elves, we shall know better about the faults of its

machinery, and perhaps be able to learn u hat are its

dra\\ hacks, and how we can best avoid them. These,

Sir, are good and snflicicnt reasons for delay. It is

absurd to attempt lo ally ourselves with a people

miles away, wilhoiit any settlement of the inter-

vening conn try, with no communication except through
the I'nited Stales, and with no telegraphic cominnni-
cation. ('anada is fnr all practical purposes further

removed from iis lo-day than Kngland, we know less

about her. When we asked for a copy ot the Canadian
TaritVwe were \oU\ that there was no copy to be had.
[•' Vcs, yes, ' from Hon. Members.] No ofiicial copy
then.

Thi-J. then, sliowfi forcibly the intimate nature of

the relations subsisting bet\\oen us. When we desire

to refer to the Canadian Year liook, a most useful

work, which during the present discussion ought to
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