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not the walls which imprisoned his body, but viL:ons

of immeasurable grandeur through the wide gates

of ''••th.

VI

It would be morbid to dwell in detail on the last

days, when many Indians were permitted to see the

prisoner, when the men of D Troop who had hunted

him to this death shook hands at parting, when the

priest and I by turns sat with him while through the

long hours we could hear the hammers at work upon

the scaffold across our barrack square. At the very

end of that, in the dusk, when our time came to part,

I knelt to receive his blessing. Afterward, I sent

my servant for Black Prince, and being off duty,

spei't most of the night out on the plains, where I

could be alone. The stars were very bright, and on

the uplands a touch of summer frost turned ail the

grass to silver. So the dawn broke, and far away I

heard reveille sound, like a great throbbing prayer

cleaving the skies.

The whole Blood and North Piegan tribes had

been assembled to witness the public execution

of the Indian who had dared to levy war against

'fmr empire. The chiefs and medicine men of the


