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endured. Wlien the war broke out, each became suspicious of

the other. The visits ceased for about a year, and by some
means were renewed, but always at night and in secret. There
was one Canadian who thouofht this visiting wrong, and when
called upon to sustain the interest to his king, felt the old-time

spirit return. Although a very kind-hearted man and strongly

attached by ties of friendship to his American neighbors, he
sternly refused all renewals of acquaintance, from a sense of

duty, and discountenanced it among his neighbors. One evening
an inhabitant of the south shore resolved to attempt to conquer
this spirit by kindness and boldly visited his house as had been
his custom. Finding him absent at a neighbor's, the American
followed him, and warmly saluted him with a cordial grasp of

the hand, and friendly chiding, for so long and so obstinately

withstanding the claims of friendship. This appeal to the heart

outweighed the decision of the head, and the salutation was,

after a moment's hesitation, returned with a cordiality that

showed him sensible of the truth, that man is by nature a social

being, and intended to live by the side of his neighbors. Peace
was thus declared along this frontier long before the fact was
established by diplomatists."

During the three years war the most momentous event in

which the Dundas militia bore a part was the battle of Crysler's

Farm. In October, 1813, an invading army of the enemy about
10,000 strong assembled at Sackett's Harbor with the intention

of taking Kingston and other posts on the river and proceeding

to Montreal to co-operate with another army moving against that

city by the Lake Champlain route. The season was well ad-

vanced before this large army under the command of General

James Wilkinson, was prepared to move. Kingston was well

guarded, so it was decided to pass it and invest Montreal. They
passed down the river in about 800 boats and were not seriously

interfered with till the County of Dundas was reached, Here
the old soldiers of Sir John Johnson and their sons lined the

banks of the river and with their muskets seriously annoyed the

invaders in their closely-packed boats. So vexing and worrying
had this become that the flotilla had to halt, and a detachment
v;as landed and sent down the north bank to clear the way to

insure the safe passage of the boats. This so checked the advance
of the enemy that Col. Morrison, with a corps of observation of

750 men from Kingston had time to overtake them at Lot No.
I in the township of Williamsburg. Here on Nov. 11th, 1813,

the British and Canadians, as. iSted by the Dundas Militia, all

under the command of Morrison, aided by Col. Harvey, in all

about 1,200 men, attacked the rear guard of Wilkinson's army
of about 5,000 men, under General Boyd, well-equipped with
cavalry and cannon, and utterly defeated it. The loss of the

Americans, according to their despatch, was 102 killed and 237
wounded. The loss of the British and Canadians was 24 killed
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