
INTRüDüCTION.

Tutfirstof tli«»8e coinwlii»« in reprintetl from tho (hrman
Reader and Themt^/hwk propanMl liy the prewiit (tlitur in

coUaboration witli Prof«MHor Culviii TIioiii«h. The tiotes

have been revisp«! and expandwl, t«. nieut th« requiiiMnentü

of separate publica Mon.

Untfr Vier Augen, pubÜHhe«! 1«HÜ, j» one of tho best
productiouH of the \v»'ll-kiio\vn r<nil«'m|K)rary «lianiatiMt,

Ludwig Fuhla (born 18«'J). It in believe«! to Im» i)oouIiarly

suited to first-year Student« of (itTinan, in lii^h sehool or
College, by reason of it» brevity, itH contenU— neither far-

fetched nor puerile— und esjjfcially it» diction, whit-li rep-

resent» the Speech of cultivuted Geinians of the present
day. Like sonie others of FjiUla's coniedies, as JJie Auf-
richtigen, bis first play (1883), and Die wilde Jagd (1888),
Unter vier Augen mirrors a familiär phase of modern life

and contains a wholpMoroe lesson, but without making dis-

play of didactic jmrpose. Hermine Volkart ig an excel-

lent ty[)e of the youug wife who find», or at least thinks
she finds, the perfection of happiness in a constant round
of social pleasure«. Fortunately her moral Constitution is

good and she has not breuthed the bad air long enough to

become vitally diseased, so when a favorable opi)ortunity

offers— the first evening spent alone with h r husband
since their honeymoon— a eure is speedily eflfected.

Of Fulda's others plays may be mentioned Das Verlorene

Paradies (1890), a serious drania on the social question,
and Jugendfreunde (1897), a society comedy. Most re-


