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certain other gentlemen, visited Prince Ed-
ward Island, and when they went to meet
the board of trade and other business men
ln the city of Charlottetown, they promised
that the matter would receive the Immedi-
ate attention ot the government. But noth-
Ing has been doue. I want to direct the
attention of the Minister of Railways and
Canais to an answer whIch was given to me
by himself a few days ago ln this House,
and I would ask hlmi to compare the rates
for transportation la force on the rest of
the Intercoionial Raiiway, because I take it
that the Prince Edward Island Railway la
stili a part of the Intercolonial Railway,
with those charged on freight shipped f rom
Prince Edward Island. A retura was brougbt
down a few days ago showing that it costs
il cents to take 100 pounds of freight from
Charlottetown to Pictou, and ln the summer
time it costs from Halifax to Pictou 20
cents. But when the summer boats went
off the Intercolonial Railway Increased the
tariff to 24 cents per 100 pouads. Why is
this? Why are tbe people of Prince Edward
Island asked to pay 4 cents per 100 pounds
more ln the wiater than ln tbe summer?
To-day If you wish to take 100 pounds of
freigbt from Charlottetown to Haifax, you
pay 35 cents for i when you can ship from
Montreai to St. John 100 pounds for 9 cents.

Just Imagine that it costs for less than
120 miles from Charlottetown to Halifax
35 cents per 100 pounds and for the 785
miles from Montreal to St. John it costs
only 9 cents per 100 pounds. Here is a
matter whlch the Minister of Raiiways,
although be ls new to bis office, should take
under bis immediate coasideration. Accord-
Ing to this return wbich the miaister
brought down tbe first ciass summer and
winter rate from Truro to Pictou is 16 cents
and Truro ls distant about 50 miles from
Pictou and about 100 miles from Char-
lottetown. But for the distance between
Truro and Charlottetown you pay 27 cents
per 100 pounds. Then, from Amherst the
rate le the same both summer and winter.
In summer the business for the Island via
Moncton goes entirely by way of Pointe du
Chêine and when the Pointe du Chêne route
ls closed It goes by Pictou. The summer
rate from Moncton to Charlottetown by
way of Pointe du Chêine is 32 cents, aad the
rate from Moncton to Charlottetown by way
,of Pictou la the winter time, 197 miles, ls
enormously bigh. When navigation closes
at Pointe du Chêne the cost by way of
Georgetown is 52 cents per 100 pounds to
Charlottetown. Just Imagine at this date
la tbe history of transportation paying
Z2 cents for 100 pounds of freight fromn
Moncton to Charlottetown wben you can
bring that same 100 pouads of freight
from Montreal to Sydney, a distance of 977
miles for 16J cents. le that a condition
of affaire which sbould exist? Is it any
wonder that the population of the maritime
provinces ls being depleted ? Is it any

199

woader that our population ls leavIng
us when the greater portion aimost, of
the profit which the farmers of Prince Bd-
ward Island shouid have ln their pockets
for their products, goes either into the gov-
erament raiiways or the goverament steam-
boats. This resolution states that the gov-
erament transportation system down there
sbould be under the control of one depart-
ment. To-day it is under the control
jointiy of the Departmeat of Marine and
Fisheries and the Department of Raiiways,
but wouid it make any difference who con-
trois it wbea they charge 41 cents for 100
pouads of freight for 147 miles from Monc-
ton to Pictou and il cents from Pictou to
Charlottetown, making 52 cents ln ail? ls
there amy use ln changing the name of the
Intercoloalal If these rates are allowed to.
continue ln force ? What benefit would It
be to the people to change the name and
still charge these high rates? There is flot
the sligbtest doubt that the Intercolonial ls
to-day charg-ing more for freight that goes
to Prince Edward Island, than any other
raiiway la Canada. You cau take goods
for almost one-fourth less from Montreal to
Sydney over the Canadian Pacific Railway
than you cau take them from Moncton, N.B.,
to Charlottetown, P.E.I. Here is a matter
whIcbi should receive the Immediate atten-
tion of the goverument. The hon, gentle-
man who iatroduced the resolution states
that the government system of rallways
sbould be consIdered as one entity ln the
keeplag of accouats and ail other respects.
He does not say what tbe 'ail other re-
spects ' are. Perhaps it might be beneficial
to the governnient of Canada to have the
railway unIe one system for the keeplng
of accouats, but what benefit wouid that
be to the people of the province which the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Hughes) irepresents? ln
my opinion there is oaly one way la which
this grievance cau be remedied and that le
by the governinent giving their immediate
attention to the building of a tunnel be-
tween Cape Tormentlne, N.B., and Cape
Traverse, P.E.I. Thea we would have the
fulilmlent of the terme of the union and we
would have one continuous haul, one entlty
as the member for Kings calis ItL We
wouid then have one raiiway, and you may
cali It the Interprovincial or the Intercolo-
niai, or anything you like so long as the
people of my proviace receive fair treat-
ment at the hands of the goveramneat of
Canada. We may be told now that the.
tunnel question bas been brougbt up bers
from time to time for a number of years
and that Justice was not done by previons
governments, but the time bas corne now to
do something. If the people did not press
.for a settiement of this grievance long
ago it was their own, fault, and as, a
matter of fact the question of excessive
ffeight rates -bas neyer been prominent-
ly brought before the government untilý
witbin the last tbree or four years. And
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