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Golden Text, 1 Samuel 10: 24.

._LTHOUGH diapleasing to Gad, the selection
(j f a king wus permitted for reasonq already

Étated, and vas gone about in a becoming manuer.
The people were wi1lin3 that Gad should decide
whio their king shordd bc. Samuel, thou-h in-
%vardly protesting against the business, aided thora
in carrying it out. A.9 for Saul, sa fir from being
ambitions, ho remonstrated against his appo)int-
ment, ch. 9:. 21. He was, however, anointed by

-Smael to the regal office, v. 1. To convince bum
that thie thing ws frorr the Lord, hie gave hi m
tbree signa, va. 2-6. Vs. 17.20. Thepeoplomust
also ha-.o convincing proof that Saul wu the righ t
man in the right place: sa 4.hey are convenied at
Mizpeli, and while Samuiel reiterates his proteat
nd charges thein with rejecting God, nov that it
muet bo doue, ho arranges for determining tho
matter iu an orderly manner by Li., a customa
aftcn referred te iu scripture and always with a
reference tothe interposition of God, Prov. 16 : 83.
V. 21. Son of.Kish-calledl "1Ci " in Acts 13: 21,1concerning whom very littie is known. Co-rddnot
bci fous4-althongh ho kniew ho vas te b. the
coming man, his innate modesty made hira shuink
(rosi publicity. V. 22. .Lnquired furtrer. eee.
mng Saul's ho itancy, they rade enquiry throngh
the high-priest by means of the Urim and Thuin.
mina thongh what the, er ally were or in what
way thry were consulted, we do flot know. Tiie
Lord auswered tha e rquiry. Thre Stuff-the ca mp

oagg f the asserablel peoÈile. V. 23. lu
pesulappearance Saut was e very iach a king,

0f comusand.uig presence, ho wss the very beau
ideal of what the people destrea. Thus dores man
ever lixok te, th., outward appearance, ch. 16 : 7.
In the firit biush of their ent.hixsiasra they coined
au expression which bas corne down tu our own
tumes ilGad sava the King." V. 25. Sarnuel
vas careful, amil this outburst of enthusiasîn, te
explain ihd manner o t -a Kingdom, i. e. the rü ai
r.gats aud privileges together wih the limaitationï

to whi.h thcy vere te b3subjectel. Iew<roti iin
a bok - made a car fui record of the whoto tratis.
action and place1 it'in custo>dy of the priesta along
wih t'ie sacre-1 archives of the natio-j. 2amucl
sent ail thre people away-shewing thac hoe sttil re.
taned authority laver thein. V. 26. Saul aleo
<cent home to Gibcah-a saui towa five mi:es N.
of Jerusalera. Hae did not at ou4ce enter upon his
kirsgly office, bu,. waited his oppartunity. Wltose
heart Cod had toucled-wlio feared God and fitoozl
by their King. Iliave our heurts beea toucacd by
tho gracions i.îflueuice of the Holy Spirtl Theu
vo shalh evidenco our loyalty by acknowledgiug
jesns as our Kiug aud following hlm. V. 27.
MIen of Bcial-iii1couteiuts, %ih3 showed their
disuffecieu by withoiding their é;ifts, 2 Sain. 8 .
2.6. Thie best g fr we can offer te, Gad ie our
hearti, Pli. 51:. 17.
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~AMUEL wus the lat of the j dges who un&(;
'94 rnlitary with the ecclesiasticil autuor:ty

After bis time, the raligions instruction of the
people was carried on by au uubiokon lineocf pro.
phets, and the political goverument by kinge.
Ris character le one of the purest sud noble8t lu
0. T. hietory. The influeuc3 ho exerted on the
people was secoud only to that of Mos:- a saga.
clone and succosaful general : a faithful and fear-
le.s prophet : conspicously a reformer: singularly
unsolfiah and putriotie: an able statesman : a man
of faith and prayer. His farewell address vas
mado at the tume of the greatpolitical change. Ile
liyed rnany year3 after that, ch. 25: 1, and cen.
tinued to wield gro-at; influence. Ho even dcpesed
Sam], ch. 15 : 23. Vs. 13.15. Althotugh aaking
fir a king was virtually rejectiug Gaid, yet Jehovahi
had accedefi to it and would flot utterly reject thern.
WVhatwas true of these isarelites, bas beeu true
ail throngh the ages, that righteonsness exalteth
a nation but sin le a reproach te any people, Pror.
14 : 34. It was se fromn the bc-ginning, Gan. 4:7Î.
Vs. 16 18. ie wouldshew thorathtalthouglithev
had à king set over thora God lied flot surrendercd
liseanthority. l'a itot w/eat iarvest 1-Rainisel.
doum or nover fell iu that s -asjun: sàoutd it corne
nov ut Saumuel's bidding it venui prove te them
thiat ho was sa.ll the L 'rd's prorhet aud entitled
te tueir coutinuod respect sud obedience. Orcale(
feared ir. Lord anwd Samuel -net in the souse thât
Samuel desired, but woe a! raid that sorae terrible
judgement vas coming upan thera in consequence
of their svickedness in rejecting Gel as their
soverolgu. V. 19. ln their extreraity they in.
plore Saranel to intercedo for thera, seo Exo. 9:
28 ; 10:- 17. Wiile odees not plliata ther sin,
hoe holda out te thera the hope et God's f4vour ii
they will traly repent and hencefortii serve Ilim.
The Lord le merciful and gracions, net wil.ing tàat
anyshould perleh but that ail &1hould corne t, re-
p utauce, 2 Pet. 3: 9. V 21. Vain t/smogs-so
iils are called, aud the sacrifices te, heathori deicie
arâ etyled"1 vanite,"' Acte. 14: 15. V. 22. Hu
peopie-as a nation Gaid chose thora to be bis peé.
id, but individnîilly, they could only ba s) ins so

far as theyservtd hlm with ali their hearts. Su.
vatien le freely offered te us lu tho Gospel : it le st
our peril if vo rejoct it. V. 23. Samuel here sets
a sublime eiamplo te all believers te pray fir al
whe are out cf the right way. V. 24. True lie£
of the Lord lifts hlm who cherishes iL above tic
fear cf mari: it leus~d te Ioving service sud obedi-
ence : it bringe conviction of sin, repentance, and
thre asburance cf forgivenese. The fear of. the Lord
ta put for the whole woreship of0od -a Pa. 34: IL.
Thre great things God bas dons for ue âhould IiiW
va te love sud serve Rim,


