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THE COMMERCIAL,

With tho last {ssue of The Commer-
clat for the yecar 1900, and also the
last fssue for the nlneteenth century,
the publlsher would take occasion to
return thanks to 2l the patrons of the
journal both advertisers and subscrib-
ers. Although business prospects in
Western Canada were somewhat dampe
ened by the poor crop this year, the
year has not been altogether unsatis-
factory. Some advancement has been
made, The Commercial, In common
with many other business institutions,
has enjoyed & rfajr measure of pros-
perity. In point of citculation, a con-
siderable gain has been made Quring
the year. The Commercial covers the
country 50 closcly that increase In clir-
culation s practically limited to the
fncrease in the number of business es-
tablishments In the WWest. Under
these conditions the circulation of the
juurnal can expand only as the coun-
try develops, and the few hundred
names added to the list during the
past year {8 therefore satisfactory,
and suflicfent to show that progress is
being made in the right direction.

While the circulation of the journal
has been considerably increased during
the year, throughout the West, our ad-
vertising patronage has been, perhaps,
a trifie under 1S89). The difference,
however, is not material, were it not
that the cost of the publication has
continually been Increasing, owing to
the cfforts of the publisher to send out
a paper which will do credit to the
commercial interests of this trade cen-
tre. During the past year, The Com-
wercial has been changed in stylo of
make-up to a more modern form, and
the paper has been very materially
enlarged. Improved telegraphic ser-
vice has been secured and additional
correspondence arranged for. 1t is.the
intention of the publisher to continue
iv improve the journal in this and
other dircctions just as fast as the fi-
nancial resources of tho business will
pernit off. The cost of publishing The
cammerclal, owlng to its speclal feat-
ures in  telegraphic reports, Hlustra-
tiong, cte., now probably cXceeds that
of any other weekly trade paper in
Canada. Thls, in view of the compara-
usvely Jimited fleld which the journal
has to operate In, Is significant. In
1iew of these facts, and in consldera-
1, of the importance of the journal
to the business Interests of the city,
we beltove The Commercinl will caslly
maintain the position during the com-

- year whivh it has held 1o the past,
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in the opinton of its patrons. While at
times {t has appeared to the publisher
that tho jJournal has not received as
generous support gs its Importance to
the trade of the city would warrant,
yet we have nu complaints on  this
score. DBuslness is business, and 'The
Commercial 18 a business enterprise.
While we belfeve the journal s the
most fmportant factor in drawing
trade to this centre, we look for busl-
ness not on n basty of gentiment, but
because we believe it {g profitable to
those who take advantage of the op-
portunity thereby afforded to increase
thelr trade. Of course If all or nearly

all the cligible {nstitutions In Winnl..,

pegs were represented in 'The Commer-
clul, instead of only about half of
them, as §s usually the case, a much
better showing for the city would be
made, and thic increased revenue would
enable the publisher to further im.
prove the journal, Thosd not ac-
quainted with the city, are lkely to
measure the extent of its wholesale
trade by the number of advertisements
appearing in the trade paper.

Budget from Boundary
District, 18.C.
Speelal to The Commerclal,

Up to December 1, there had been
smelted at the Granby smelter, at
Grand Forks, Boundary district, abaut
48,000 tons of ore. The first furnace
was blown In on August 221, and tha
second on October 13. IBach turnace
has been in continuous operation ever
since §t was started. As the ordinary
disiy cun 1s from LUV to GoU tons, it i3
ostimateqd that about 20,000 tons wih
be the total for December. ‘This will
make the aggregate for rather ore
than four months about 68,000 tons,
Nearly all of this ore is from the 0id
Ironsides, Knod il and Victoria
mines, situate at Phoenix, about 17
miles from the smelter, mines angd
smelter being connected by the Cana.
dlan Pacitic Rathwvay company’s Col-
umbla and Western rallway, which
was bullt into tiie DBoundary district
Quring 1899, Shipments of ore from
thege mines to the smelter commenced
on July 11. Until August 24 flve 30-
ton ocars per day wese shipped. Fromn
August 2t uatil October 16 ten cary
per day were sent out. On October 17
shipments were increased to 20 cars
dajly, and this output has since been
regularly maintained. The latest ane
nouncement is that the ore trains,
which have hitherto included only 10
cars each, have been increased to 11
cars, or 22 cars dafly. Including an
extra train run on one day in Novemn-
ber the aggregate tonnage to the end
of December will stand about ag  fol-
lows ;—

Tons.
FOr JUIY ceeicrnnne areecneess 3,100
For August .. . 9.800

For September .
For October ....
For November ......
For December coveveee ceee--

TOtAl voveer conocns oveses$9,600

Besides this ore much smaller quan-
tities have been recefved at the snicl-
ter from other mines, say 10,000 tons
in all. The ore is reduced to & matte
contalning {0 per cent of copper. Most
of this matte goes to New York to be
refined In Bastern States relinerles,
amd the remalnder to Swanses, Wales
The {irst matte was shipped on August
29, Between 1,700 and 1,800 tons_ of
matte had been sent out by the middle
of December. November was the fivst
month during which both furnaces
were in operation for the full manth,
and durit:g that perfod 15,050 tons of
ore was smelted and 704 tons of matie
shipped. Although the nomtnal treat-
ment capacity of the furnaces is only
230 tons cach, owing to the singularly
favorable character of the ore. whizh
1s self-fluxing, as much as 7G4 tons of
ore have been run through the two In
21 hours, this constituting the record
run to date. The importance of this
Industry--which 33 as yet only In its
infancy— to the DBoundary district
cannot easily Le grasped by thiose not
familiar with it. Two more district
smelters wlll be in operation carly in
the new year, plant and machinery for
hoth having arrived at Greenwood and
are now belug tnstalled. Other producs
Ing mines in the district are the B, C..
which has sent out more than 16.
wns of uic tu date, and the Mother

Lode, which {8 now belng equipped
with the Jargest power plant yet sent
into the Boundary dlstrict and which
will two or theee Jnonths hence be put-
ting out about 300 tons of ore dally.
‘'he Mother Lode wmine and smelter
are ywned by the” British  Columbia
Copper Co., Ltd.,, of New York, which
recently had an unique experlence so
far as mining companies operatng In
British Columbin are concerned, its $9
shares having sold frecly on the New
York and Boston stock exchang:'s up
to $20.30 per share,

The flrst meeting of the boar~ »f llc-
cnse commigsioners ror the Boundary
Creck Mceense district, appointed under
the provisions of the *“Liquor License
Act, 1900, was held at Grand Forks
on December 13, ‘The Act applies only
to those portfons of the province that
are not situate within the 1bnlts of any
municipality, so that the cominfssion-
ers of the various license districts have
nothing to do with the granting of lc-
enses 1o sell intoxicants in incorporated
towns, Notwithstanding this iestric-
tion there were forty-tive applications
before the local board on the date
above named. Ot these only four were
for new hotels, this being a much
smaller proportion than during the
yvear 1809, Hitherto llcensed houses
have not been under much supervision
other than the annual fnspection, but
on this occasion the board orderced the
withholding of the license In several
fnstances until such time as the prem-
ises to be licensed shail have becn
thoroughly cleanscd and repaired.

A repository for the sale of the
manufaciures of the Canada Carrlage
company,of Brockville, Ont., IS to be
opened at Grand Forks, by Ed. Davls,
of the firm of Jeft Davis & Co,, mer-
chants, of thut town. Mr. Davis in-
1ends pushing  sales throughout the
Doundary district.

‘the LEurcka Clgar Manufacturing
gy, ol Drutimondvilie, Quebee,
has opened an agency In Grand Forks.
‘The wanager, A. J. Bloomfield, s not
confining his attention to the Bound-
ary district, but is obtaining buslgcss
as far east as Fort Steele, in the East
Kootenay district.

The flrm of ilarvey & Robing have
dissolved partnership in their Green-
wood livery business. w. 0.
Robins has retired from the
business. which s nov belng carried
on by W. A. Harvey. Mr. Robins is
now visiting Manltoba, but will pro-
bably Teturn to the Boundary district
fn the spring and re-enter the livery
buskness, starting in one of the newer
towns further west than Greenwodd.

Geo. 1. Collins, Known to many In
Aanitoba as managing director of the
Brandon and Golden Crown Mining
campany, owning the Golden Crown
mine, near Greenwood, has sold his
considerable interest In the Greenwood
Electric Company to F. J. Finucane,
manager of the Greenwood branch of
the Bank of Montreal. Mr. Colllns was
one of the onmginal promoters and A
director of this company, which su)-
plles the towns of Greenwood and
Phoenix with electric light.

Y, Monnier, wine and spirit mer-
crant, for several years located In
Cascade City, is removing his busl-
acss to Phoenix.

The Yale-Columbla Lumber com-
pany some time since placed a small
saw mill at Long Lake, some cight
miles distant from Greenwood, for the
purpose of cutting lumber for the
Jewel mine in that vicinity. Ther2
has been an unexpectedly long delay
in resuming work at the mine and in
crecting  bulldings for a reducton
plant, so the mill was not used. Late-
1y the English company owning tha
mine purchased the saw mill, and as
a road 18 nuw being graded from the
mine to the stamp mill  site, it is
thought the saw mill will shortly be
working.

. M. Law has gone to the coast
citles 0 cendeavor to sell stock In the
propos~d Law-Russell-Caulfield Joint
Stock company, particulars of which
have already been pubdlished in The
Ccommercial, It s not yet Kknowa
whether or not the projected amalga-
mation of these three mercantile con-
cerns will be carrled to a successful
issue.

J. S, Clute, Inspector of customs for
Britlsh Columbia and the Yukon, has
Just completed a thorough ingpection
of the bonded stores and audit of the
accounts of the customs offices in the
Kootenay and Boundary disiricts. He
was accompanled and assisted by C.
E. Renouf, customs appra.ser for the
port of Dawson, who {s spending the
winter In Southern British Columbia.

A Grand Forks store window has
one of its show windows filird with
piuancs giovwa aad dred i a ncagh-
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boriug orchard. Several years ago an
enterprising ploneer planted some <10
acres of his rinch with apple, prune
and other frult trees. These are now
in full bearlng and Include a thou-
sand of the finest prune trees to be
found in Briush Columbia. The ape
ples are in much favor for dessers
purposes In the Iarge hotels of the
Boundary district, and the prunes are
Dronounced to be cqual n size and
quality to those imported from Call-
fornia, The success achleved by this
fruit grower has encouraged othersin
the district 10 plant orchards, and
there 18 @ prospect of there belng a
considerable local supply of frult two
or three years hence towards meeting
the large and focreasing  demand
tnere is in  the distrlet towns and
mining camps.

THE DAIRY TRADE

UNIFORM PACKAGES.

Onc of the disadvantages o
dairy trade 43 the groatg Vnrle!ty ogxt‘
y\uckugcs used for handMng butter
Tubs of all sizes from ten or twenl}}
to sixty pounds are fouad in every
shipment, while boxes are also used
Greater uniformity in size would be
an advantage, Small packages are
not desirable for shipping cast, where
the bulk of our dalry butter must go.
A certain number of small packages
of cholce, fresh goods can be handled
for mear-by polnts, or for western
trade but the great bulk of the make

should be put up 4n large, uniform
packages. There Is good reason for
this.  The butter will keep better in

the large packages, as it s in the
form of a larger, solld mass, with a
proportfonately smaller surface ex-
posed. Where dutter s held, the ex-
pnsed eurfare Wil luse flaver, and
with small packages this trouble i3 in-
tensified. The shrinkage in welght I8
also greater, proportionately, with
small packages.

It would probably be an advantage
$€ 4t could be arranged to have cream-
ery butter packed in boxes, and dalry
in uniform tubs, thus making a con-
venient distinction between the two
classes.

Live Stoek Trade Notes.

During the shipping season. recently
closed 35,681 head of cattle and 198
horses were shinped from Manle Creek
Clstriet, Assiniboia. Tt ts figured that
that the<e cattle and horsez realized
about $230.000 In cash to the produc-
ers. Besides cattle and horses Maple
Creeck produces sheep ang wool to 2
largo extent.

A Tacoma dispatch says: Horse
buvers announce here that good work
animalg, broken to harness, are getting
to be very scarce throuzheut the
northwest. Manv horses heve been
shipped to the Phillippines, Before the
war thece horses could be bought for
$€G0 to $100, while now thev are bring-
ing as high as $200. Cavalry horses of
jighter welght cost the government
from $90 to $130 cach.

Railway and Traffic Matters,

Hon. A. G. Blalr, Dominlon ministar
of rallways and canals, made 2 signi-
ficant alluglon in his specch at the
banaunst tendered to C. M. Havs iIn
Afontreal, two weeks azo, Mr, Blatr
observed that it seemed to be taken
for granted In some quarters that the
future of the Camadian Northwest
was unalterablv baund un tn one cam-
pany, but he challenged that conclu-
slon, and bpredicted before fifty wvears
there would bLe a dozen rallways
openirg up that country, Why, he
asked, shouid the Tntercolonial he
far-od ¢t stop at Montreal. and unt be
carried to the sreat lakes, and even
to the Pacific coast ?

A report from the western range
earlv this week. says : Ranchers are
rajoleing on account of the fine weathe-
or. There Is no snow. the chinook
winds having melted ywhat little there
wag, and cattie are as fat as in mld-
summer.

A report fram Port Arthur savs he
Graat Dox Falls, over which the drain-
age of 1.200 saquare miles of territory
passes, are to be developed and con-
verted Into  electric powe., and the
power tranemitted to Port Arthur by
wire The falls are in an air line sbout
23 wmiles from Port Arthur, and, nee
enrding tn ectimates ara cqpahie of
g'vIng elactele pawaer Af Lo g DM
and 5,000 horse power the year round.
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