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Citer- prospects ini Eastern Caniada wero uot
particularly briglit up to the latest repiorts.
Tho Ontario bureau for 'May says that the fall
whcat crop is not iiearly uiî toecxpectations.
Titis crop wcnt into thoe wiiutor ini gond shape,
but after cosiditiolur wcre not so favomblle, anid
the crop is now far front fulflling the proinise
it gav e arlier. Spring wvhcat wtas maiu te lool,
80o(l, but wus coiniieîieing to attirer front
drouglit. Pain 'as needed luadly ini soute dis.
triets, andi if tie dreuglit is flot socu broken,
serionus iîijury wvill rcaîilt. A private lettcr
front W'sctrn Ontario conîfirma the statcuîient
of tie bureau tlîat a feelinig of uniliesîs was
being produced by the dry weathcr.

Tusu, plait atlopted b½ soute Manitobta anti
Territorial inuîîicipalitica cf payiiig two or tlîrec
cents ecd for gophers' tails, ini order ta rid Uie
country of those troîîbicsouîîe little r-odeitt, lia
proved quite costly te soute corporations. For
inistance the ilîulîicipality of Indiati leai lias
alrcady this spring paid ouit $ 2,5SO0 for gophlers'I
tails. At threc cents each tiîis suin represetits
îîearly 85,0WO goplîcrs whlich ]lave becti destroy-
cd, or ut all cvcuts have becît dcprivcd of their
caudal appciîdages. The Indiatia have bccn
furnislied witlt cîîployiîeît> tlrougli the adop.
tion of titis plan te extcrmîinatc the gouihers,
very cotîgeziiel to the nîoble red lisait. With
truc indian cîînîîitg and with ait cye to future
btusiniess, it is saisi these unsopisticated chîild.
roll of ntature have bccn detcctcdl in the littUc
gaine of rcnîoviîîg tic ail of the goplici anîd
allowiiîg the animial te camape. llowver, tItis
inatter %vas caaily rcniedicd by dcnîanding the
hîcad o;f the littie burrower ini place of thec til.

NOrTIIITAmNII,«; thîe great daitiage wliichî
wvas caused by prairie lires last fall, fartiiera
seetu te have failcd te take warîîiiig by tItrai'
isasterst te protect tîeîîisclves freont suIl'eritig

loss. The fires wcrc rciicwced agaisi ths spriîîg,
and <juito a îîuîihucr of farinera hiave lost thicir
buildinîgs, iînplcunciîts, andt. ini soune instances
evciî live stock. Awcek or se ago alluîost ciry
provincial palier had cite or nmore sucli inîcidents
te report. With ail Uic warings %rliclî set-
tiers have huit of late te gîîard agaitiat pirairie
lires, vcry littie syinpatlîy cars bc expresscd for
sorte of thiose whîo have hast their buildings and
effccts. ln iîîaiy cases a vcry littie precaîîtion
%woîld have prcveuccd dte disasters, anîd if set-
tiers fail te takc thîcac tlîey arc net te bc pitied.
Ini saine instances, cspccially iniiniixcd prairie
and bushi districts, it nîiay have beeîî beyond
thc power of izîdividual settlers to adcquately
protect theinseives, but ou tuc opcn prairie
evcuy farinecr lias it witlîiî lus po,.vcr te aecurcly
protect hiînsclf againat loas, and tlîat witil lit
trouble or expense. A great ilîaîîy ef these
disastera inîst thîcrefere bc set dowsi ta gross
cutrclessncss. «?\thiîicipalities slîouîid tîndertakle
a gencral system of protection againat tic
spreading of prairie lires, anîd individutai settiers
shîeuld be cmpcllcd ta niake sticli provisionîs as
wil.insure tlîeir owa safety as %cl as that of
their iîciglibers. Anotlier frutitfui cause of dis.
troction of propcrty by lires arises front dic
unwise practice of placing barils and outbuild.
inga ini close prexiniity te dwellings. In dry
weatitcr sparks arc carried frontî chînncys by
the wind te the barils, whcrc te conditions are

geilcraly favorable te prodltciîîg a Coniflagrationî.
A great îîîany o! the lires wliich, qiuve occurrcd
thîja spriîîg ini thîe rural districts, cotilîl have
bect avoiulcd by Vic use of a littie foresiglit ini
piacitig barils, iîay undt Btraw s8acks, etc., at a
safe distanuce frontu dIwclinsgs

QLIiTE a mntibhur of the pirovinîcial tewns% have
been iîoviiig o! late ini the uîîatter of providing
protection agaittat tireî. Titis is coîiuiietiýlable.
NKo îuîorchauit shuouhd be withîoit insuiraîîce, but
Mien thîe iiiauiraîîco is proviîled, te desire to lic
protectcîl agaiîîst lire slîould uîot ceasc. Itisur.
aîîce rates tire oftcîî sa higi in boulie of the~
istialler towîîs thiat ini becoluies a lîcavy tx uipan
meircluants te carry ai f ull iîîsîraîce, wvhiercas
soiiie aleqtitte itîcasîtres cf protectinî agaiîist
l ire woîild adlow of a reductien ini iniraiice
rates. Tiiere is usuially a great laxity of pro.
vidiîîg protection against lires ini siail towns,
as COuuupZIed %îit)î CitiCes. Statistic9 shIow tiat
bath the preceitage cf the tinitber cf lit-es and
the praportieui cf bass is greatcr accordiiig te
popuilationî in sitiah towîîs thuan ini cities. No
nîatter hiow atîîall the place, satine effort shiould
)0e mtade ini te directioni of Protection agair.st

tires. It coat's very hittle te organize a volti.-
teer brigade, anîd it alîould be cîjuippcd witlî
the lîrat apparatîts the town ceulîl afford.
No îîîatter liov poorly equtipped, it is better te
orgatuize Mcheland, tlîaî wait for a lire aund
teti endeavor te figlit ait liait hiazard. Otteti ini

tie latter case a great deal of valitahie limte anîd
force is lest througli lAck of preper direction;
anîd at a lire tittic is cvcrytliii. Evcry place
wortlîy the statueo o! a village alîouid bc able te
suplport a volutteer lire coipaiiy and saisie sert
of apparatus, if only a liand piuîn1î.

The Toronto board of trade lias lately lîad a
storuîîy titue ini discussiîig te reciprocity qîîea.
tieni. Accordittg te the pîiblislîcd accotisits a
great deai of conifusiont andî<iuproar was mni.
fested, owriîg to the opposition cutertaiîîed b)y
tîîaîy te proleuîg the coîisideratioîi of the ques.
tion. The followving resoltution wvas passed by
a large mîajority: "rhîat thie truc polie>' of eii.
ligliteticd nations ini their commîîercial inter-
course is the mîainîtenîance cf a frieîîdly anid
generous spirit, avoidiîig ail causes of disquic.
ttîde by dibcaîirgiîig thte cuîactineit of irritatiiîg
conîditionis anid scckiîîg in a spirit of fraîikiîe
anti fairaîras vhîere sudci conditionîs exiat te have
tlîcui rcmnovcd ; tîmat tiîis board ia of opinîionî
thiat îîcitlîcr iuie its trade or othier relationîs shiouid
any caisse of strife exist hetwecu C~anada anti
tce great nationi %ith wltich gcograpiîicalhy anid
counnierciaily iL is se closciy conncctcd ; tat it
believes thiat a commteircial treaty creditable anid
advatitgeonis alike to bothi parties cati l> fraincd
ini suclu a spirit cf fairness; as will afford tie
best guauîtce for its pcrpetuiity ; titat titis hourd
is ilaveor of tiltctîîploystieîît of ail laudable
imnîs te secure the enid se îîîuclî to, bc ilcsired,
but tîat ini ceasitieration of suicli subjeet it dis.
approves of aîuy proposai te discrintinate against
Great I3ritaiîi, v.lose protectioni we cîîjoy atnd
tînder wliese wvatciiful and fostcring cure wve
!lave growa te, bc the people wc arc anti eccîîpy
the proud and enîviable position wliicli we do
aitîouîg the nationîs o! the cartlî." The above
reolutien of course dola net admit of eîitortaiîî.
ing tuie idea of comercial union betwecn Cars.

ada andc the United States, as the very bazis of
sticli ait arrangemencut wrotld tulean tiat Callia
shîould raise lier tariff te, corresponud with thiat
of tho Utnited States, Uuutir theo praposeti
commitercial unioni arranîgettecnt Unuited States
îîutîtufactutres wouild lie atlttîittetl free of dlutY,
whtilst ail othîcr couîîîtries iuîcluding Great Biit.
tdin wolild lic discritnuated agaitist by a (30 îper
cent. tiirifl.

Tuty' Caliadiaui Club cf Newv York city, e!
vhîiclî Mn. Erastus lVytiatî ia presidcîtt, is try.

iîîg te 'rork utp a boomt ini thiat inotrepoiis ii
favor of comtîtereil untioni betwei thiiscouiîtry
aund thie Uniited Stitteut. 'flice cluîb recclîtly
secîurctl thte great tipostle of commeîîrcial untiotn,
1foti. Beîîjaîiiii lBttttenwvortiî, a miniben of Conî.
gress f roti Cininniîati, te deltrer a lecture liefore
tîto club. It ivill lie reîieiciboed thiat Mn.
Butterwortlî introduccd is bill into thîe laut
Congress, providiug fer comm,îercial uîttieti, but

~rhieî ra ne racîe dîriîgthe ssot. ie
New Yonk board o! tritde wcreitîviteti by tiie
club te attendî thue lecture. Mn. B3utterworth
declares hinself a pretectioîtist but lie tuok the
grounid tîtat protectieon relates ta anîd deilsa with
uttetjual conditions, antd lias île jttst mtissiont
othier t!ian te equtalize :lîem. Ilc cotiteit(i
thtaï; thtere %vrt nîo sics iîneqîuai conuditionîs cx.
isting lietween Canada and thîe United States,
atnd thierefore protection is tiet uiecessary, andi
whioll3' defeutcehcas. 'lliîe systeit. o! purotectiont
ini thîe Unuited States agaitiat the old wrorid wvas
ili luis jttdgiteut easily defendted, beÇause the
conditiouîs wcrc uniequal, but betwecti Canlada
atnd the~ United States whcrc thte condîitiotns are
thte sainie te systeltu is rhîoiiy dlefeniscîcas.
Mr. lltitterrortit rcînarked tluat lie lua little
sytnpathy with thue Canahitîi who inisa thuat
huis ceuitryiin lack tuie ability or culterprise te
etiable thueni te hiold i hîcir owu agaitiat comnpeti.
tient in the Untited States.

T.Iimu average îuolitical, jotirnahiat geuîeridly
iuiakes a buud uticas of any iîîîlustriui or ceinniîer.
cial quecstioni wvhicli lie utîay utidertake te, discuse.
It ia very seldaiii tîtat articles utpon sitcli tepics,
occasioiially appearisig in the coleîîîîîs e! party
papers, cati bce at ail rchied itpotu for aucuracy ai.
seusîd thueory. WVriturs for politicai jourtials
are sa useti te distorting facts, "cookiig " re-
parts andî enîtiaî'eriutg te sittake capital for- tlteit
party otît o! cvciy cuirreznce titat it is altiost
imipossible for thitet te cone dowîî te htard.paii
coîuîîîoîî sentE il, deaitg witli atuy sîibject.
Thîc are several imipertant quiestions agitating
thue peupîle o! Muanitoba at thte piment tiuîe.
Sortie o! tîtese questions arc of tucli a niatutre
thuat rio two opinionîs coutld bc cxprcsscd uillotn
thiit, yet htow seldoiti are thîey dîsctssed itn the
press frcc f ront party biss anti withiout siis3re
preseuitatietus in scte directiotn, Saine o! tlie-e
questions are evcîî inade the bat of carryiuîg oit
setîscless; anti irory coîîtrovcrsies bctwccui poli.
tieaily opposed papers, anîd uotwitisti.uiding the
freqiiett rcmarks o! disapprovai conîing froti,
the inîtelligent reader, thucy are coitied, ad
,uaîî.seay?. A leading Nvliole8aie îîterchaut of
thuis city iras hucard te rcnîîîrk a few days ago
tiat lie lîad comiplecely giveîi up reatling thue
editedal colunîns of the two party papers puîb
lisicd luece, owing te thie continuonîs coîitrovcrsy
geiitg oui bctwccii thie twe jourualis. Even arti


