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Proeut Political Conditions

It is worth whilie etîquiriîîg into te
eflicacy of aur poit-al institutionse
and te part titat Cathiolics, partict.
larly Irish Cathoiics, are playing iin
thomn.

If me begin by considerisîg the coin-
position of the eloctoraLe, we sihant.
once discover diversities s0 great as
o prhapse xplain înany tîings other-
wifc in.explicable. To ake ai extrente
case, we mnay ieann wlty iL mas unai-
mouàly conceded that Mr. Edward
Blake wouid be able ta dlisplay bis
groat abilities ta bette-r advantago lu
tie liisti fouse of Commons than
in the service o! lis own people liera at
home.

ILi s just over a century silice E ng.
isb Ialamcutany governmnent mas

established in Upper Canada. The
principles, te settded admissionFtheLi
concessions as te izidividuai libertv,
te agreemnents as ta ndividuai xc.

spansibiiity upon mhidi that system
is bascd are cssentialiy Enigtiili.
Magna Ciarta je ail Engiisi. Wars
and strugglee establisbed the Engiish
Par]iament and tue confidence of the
people in tîtoir l'aniament at a ime
m-ion in the t'est of Europe tic peope
yet agi-ced that thcy existcd for tlic
bemefit o! lie King, mieLlho for their
service - hou France miglit be hurled
into mar at tic budding o! Lie lKing's
misîres; .ç-en Venice mas governec
by secret and arbitrary counicils; mlier
Germamy mas au aggregation o! large
on emali privaterimmg armies,;mlen
Gpain was passing tl'rough ber stages
of Oriental magnificence, tue end ef
mhidli mas Orientai lassitude ; m-ler
Iréiand mas sending generatian after
goneration, century aftor century of
lier people along the narrom- may af

nartyrdoni.
Constituting, ticrefare, the mass

wlîicliî -oare requircd La look upon as
itomogeneous, and wlich is Le m-on
out its destiny under aur institutions,
are te Englieli, hase et'>' fibre is
tempered iý iL1 tie Parliamentary ides
te Frenchu,mho came te tuis country

whilc yet tie inga held France,
wlîose fellows in Mirabeau's ime m-ct'
incapable o! govenniug tieniselves by
tié' Englilit method, andam-iose flows
to-day in tiec a land mili leaste the
sonate liouse in drovos if a nom- tribune
appear ounte cornter or a man an a
black horse ride hrougi te streets;
tic Scotch, m-li accept Englisi
nietitode oîly mlion tlhmocby thecycil
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centrailte niatter itn band, and wIto
as tltey took control o!fte motîter pi
Parlialnttin iiOtnthtatint ile, slow et
tako contrai of te affaltoots ini the pi
colonies, the Irish, m-li, by Ettgltslt w
îttisgovcrninuitt for centtures, were tl
forced taiîald the seat of 1-îtiglislî s]
powver Ini exocration and w'ore by te ci
wittliioldiug of uttural liberty andil
edîication reiidered to e~ degrea uttifitted Nq
for tae Parliainotary systeni. To p
theàeinust ho added a getieration, an tl
adiiîixturo of ail tiiese perhaps, but i
stîi pritiarily and earnîstly Catiimiam, li
and yet anaotter ciass holding nom-sa
reaultant upon te tîdy o! American i
îîractices. L

As between Frenîch CanadiansanadE
E nglisi- speakintg Canadiatîs the hles
oi divergenîce anîd the litnes o! assimi- c
lation, such as there ho, are prettyC
clearly defied. IL is among te
other races tlaat a cammon latîguagef
is inade, by itîterostedl persansteL
obscure serions diversitîe qo! thouglitt
and exisîtence; and te IrishCatholice
suifer nost by i.

In titis country te day whlen a
reputzable public man would charge
Iish Catîtolice generaliy mith i ack o!
genuiiîe patriotic spirit, 15 liappiiy
past. Attacks upon (Jatitolie priesta
anîd Catholle insttutions are iikewise
abandoned. George Brownu adopLod
LîaL policy frein the Orantgemen and
ta thion lie returned it; the Orange.
mon put forth their Sovereigns te
speak. and tue Severeigns bave for-
gottenth ieir instructions; froni theni
te mission descended ta the preachera

far notorioty ; from theim ho Lie ioed
lunis e! the byei. streets; from hem to

3Lie P.P.A. ; (rom theni ta Mn. DalLon
MIcCartlty; but ho teeclias discardod
tie mandle and appoans it armer
agsiust te French., taking Mnbr

*ougli for lus prototype ralier titan
Tit us Oatos.

*Stili, Irish Catholies are a long may
frein enjoyug full citizcnsiip, a long,

* m-y froni participatiiîg !ully ini theè
Govenrment-al institutions of Canada.

e Ta rocive, or (o repol Irish Catîtolie
esupport. as expodiency may dictate,
S itas coule te bo a part o!fte plan of

i operations af almost evory candidate
sor party. Saven centuries have tauglit
iEtîglisti, Irish and Scotch Protestants
atit the part of the Irish Catiolics is
te hem- the mood and dram- the waton.

2 Unfortunatetly thc sanie seven con-
unies, and thesingle Canaffian century

ir have confirmned in te Irish Catliolic
.i huisl! au acceptauce, unexpressed
r ponhaps, but tacit and resentless, of
if titis condition. lThe Scotciman mil!
if in persan dcmand a public position u~s

lits igt ; an Irish - Catholie mill
ýs sianxe-facedly and suppliantly profiter
,5 bie perbape supenior abilities. Thera
k are ceunties mhere Lie nantena abhout
iloudoat "or cemmon Canadianismn. and

is m-iere at te sainieime an Irish Catho
;lic speaker mouid scarccly ho listened

y ta, and te ableeL Irishi Catholie in the
D)ominion coold flot receive a t.arty

-e nomination. D)o m-e ot ail remembor
y tie quiet slf-suff-ciency o! the Ontario
ýs Goverument m-len demonstrattng that
ýo Catiolice mere uaL repreaented accord-
ce ixg (tatir population eitier in num-
a ber o! official positions or in remnuacera-

;tien for public services. WbusoB is Lie
là greater shame je poriapa a debatabie

question.

Io iL an>' wonder titat witli 50 im* 80Ei
portatait aactual, tiioughli recogiz. hob
où, ro.divisioîî of te eîîfrancbiil cd
populaîtion, theoashouid bc the evils l
dicl attend Our ndnîinîstrantioni, and of
Uit a nitan like h1r. Bllako siouild n(
hrink frein coping witii hui.. l ii
:apacity, taise views, axponsivo and d(
ineffectual civil service, corr'îption by pl
vlîoleaale andiniiidotail. briberý ta Il
persons aind to Provinces, ltow, if thoso a-
titîgs exist. cati tlîy cyh overcoinoisi
viîen votera cati bocicassified into ci
borde anid driven this way or that by g
argumnts addrcasod tecacii? Qîîebec
bas ait unifarm eclectarate, and we
know wlîat liappened titero wiîen evil .i
doisigs were nmade plain te Llit people. il
It nnîy ho doubted if te Dominion u
cauid show se cicar ant account witi g
conîscience on sueli an occasion. a

WVhat ia te rctncdy for the griev- 0
auce as it exista aînonglIrish Catiioics! ?

To participato ini ail public affaire ;
ta insiet upon se doing and te bc not
doterred by te atre of ottiera. Re-
presentation te but a delusioît and a
inakeshift unlese it be backed by active
participation. The best way te ineet1
the appeals of othera for community of!
thouglit and of endeavour is by de 1
înanding of themeelvos tho recognitiont
of te commrncitizenship, of its riglits
as well as its duties.

-- «ma>.

Florence Nightingale.

The preas lin general is brîmful of
laudations of te iany virtues and
hereo character of the great and good
woman, who forty years ago loft home
and frienda in Ertgland te nurse the
wounded and dying in tlîL liospitals of
Scutari during te Crirnean war. She
bas now reacbed her oeventy-filt
birtltday, and hearty congratulations
htave reaehed ber from niany cloquent
lips and pens in te British Empire.
No wonîan's deeda ef truc philan-
tbropy and self-sacrifice are better
cutitlcd to national recognition. Dur-
in- the painful progreas o! the m-ar
protracted during two severe m-jutera,
Eitglislî and Arnerican journals were
fillid with praisa of the noble womaxî

- ho lamp in baud, walked caci
niglit tbrough the long lines of aick or
wouuded soldiers ; and m-ho mitit a fem-
assistants ministered to tbhem-tnts and
assuaged tic aufferings of 4,000 pati-
ents. COne of the private soldiers, as
reported in the Times of that exciting
poriod said: She would speak to one
and anotier and nod and arnile te
many more ; but aie could not to al
you know, for m-o lay tîtere by thle
hundreds - but m-e could Lies ler
shadow a; it féidonl the -all at niglit,
and lay out headg an aur pillow again
content. On her return (rom lier field
of labeur, wit peace universai pro-
claimed, the Que prented thor
mith a magnificent jewel attacliod to
which waa the inscription - To Fler-
ence Nighitingale, as a mark of estecin
and gratitude for ber devotion towards
the Queen's brave seldiers. F'roni
Victoria R., 1855."

Wiietielighestand moetdeserving
encomiums are nom- lavialied on the
ineritorieus life and deeda e!fte heroc
lady, aiid ne anc grudges lier ail the
praise abe may receive, iL muet appoar
strange that net even mention às made
of aLliera equally deserving. Long
beforo Mise Nighîtingale reached the

mce o! cotîfiiot Freixeh Nunut ltand
Don atteulding te Lie sicli and 1woulid-
1of te aliid ariis. AfLor tlit,
ittle of Aima, te firat enxgagemtîvt
fthe (Vrimeail War, iL was found Uiti
ýprovision@ had boon niade for tlt-
ik and wouîxdod. Thoe were noi
oubit surgeons and teoir assistants in
leîty roady Le probe and amuputat.
ut tero were ito fetualo nurses tu
isiet tho regular doctor@ and adiiiia
ter sedatives or tender tîtose sootlîing
mres and attentions, m-heu ionere cati
ýivo hiope and brîng back life.

Frenchx Sistors of Mercy iie-var
wero no respecteasf etprsoîts or ni
onr.iity. Thuy gave al the assietanco
în their power in the Britieh itospital
,ntil te arrivai of Florence Niglitin-
Saie, lTe latter wua accompanied by
Beveral lay nurses and a body of soidi
tra' wives m-be did very m-el for a short
me. insubordination and frequeut
noglect o! duty mith aLlier maLtera cof
coaplaint caused Miss Nightingale w
dispense with te services o! the grenIer
number of tlcni, and ta requet ofthlie
authorities te aend out to ber as mny
3isters o! Mercy alla Chaxîty as Card-
inal Cuilen m-ouid dispose ef. Witb
thîe aid of a large number of Catitoie
Nuus, Florence*NigbtingaIe succed
in lir mission o! heroie beuevole'xcc.
But m-hile ber praises are trumpeted
forth to the ends of the oarth, te
devotion and sacrifices of the humble
!ollom-ers of st. Vinrent de Paul are
recorded iin blaon. The very vaanes
o! the Sisters o! Charity m-ho oarned
crewns and jem-eis cquaily witLb Miss
Nigitingale are knom-u ouly to God.
And it is a tact m-orth mentioning that
seme a! those nuns belonged to most
noble and distinguisbed families batli
in Irelanda suaEngland.

At a banquet bIed iin Edinburgh
after the v-ar in lionour o! Miss Nighit-
ingale a poon wmasroea by the Pect
McNeil, aof-which Lie burden ram tins:.

Oh 1 carth but once hoard mucli a tale
So heareuiiy and se humait,

Au that of Florence Nightingale
The anget type ini womn.

Thn soliez dreamnt cf home and sieop
I3eneatb the droopiug wiiiow;

Ho woke, se passd, ber shaow fe]J,
lie kiza.d it onhbis pIlow.

The Cathelic Citizen. st that Lime
printed in this city, baad commenta
simular to these m-e make to-day on
te utter neglect and silence a! the

British press in regard to the great
services rendered at tiat tume by the
Irish Sisters of Mercy. A correspon-
dent sent te tltat papor a (cm- limes s
a set-off te Mecil'e ditty :

IVe ofit ad oit hear such à tale,
As flea'eUly and as humau

As "ht of Florence Nîgtutgaie,
Prend Aibiona oniy m-ornan -.

Andi every d-ay and every night,
The orphan and the widow

Mday kits acbahadown »aaUght
WiLh bleaings on their plUow.

Speakingef LbeEînperorof Germmny,
M. -juis Simcn laya : -elle peaki
French like a Parisian. Napoleon IiI..
m-be knew a grett deal about literature,
had à% trong Gerînau accent, and Napo-
lon I. spoko mitb an Italian accent
Emperer William cf Germasy could
bave given tbom both louions ini Frencb,
He ià aiso a fine Engiiah and Iaia
aehalar.


