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Present Political Conditions

It is worth while enquiring into the
eflicacy of our politieal institutions
and the part that Catholics, particu-
larly Irish Catholics, are playing in
them,

If we begin by considering the com-
position of the eleclorate, we shall at
once discover diversities so great as
to perhaps explain wmany things other-
wise ir.explicable. To takean extreme
case, we way learn why it was unani-
mously conceded that Mr. Ldward
Blake would be able to Qisplay his
great abiiities to better sdvantage 1n
the British House of Commons than
in the service of hus own people here at
home.

It 1s just over a century smcoe Eng-
hish Parhamentary government was
established in Upper Canada. The
principles, the settled admissions, the
concessions 83 to individual liberty,
the agreements as to individual re-
sponmbility upon which that system
is based are essentially English.
Magna Charta is all English. Wars
and struggles established the English
Parliament and the confidence of the
people in their Parliament at a time
when in the rest of Enrope the people
yei agrced that they existed for the
benefit of the King, not he for their
service ; when France miglt be hurled
into war at the lidding of the King's
mistress ; when Venice was governed
by secret and arbitrary councils; when
Germany was an aggregation of large
or small privateering armies; when
i)pain was passing through her stages
of Oriental magnificence, the end of
which was Oriental lassitude ; when
Ireland was sending generation after
generation, century after century of
her people along ithe narrow way of
wartyrdom.

Constituting, therefore, the mass
which we are required to look upon as
homogeneous, and which is to work
out its destiny under our institutions,
are the English, whose every fibre is
tempered with the Parliamentary idea ;
the French, who came to this country
while yet the Kings held France,
whose fellows in Mirabeau's time were
incapable of governing themselves by
the English method, and whose fellows
to-day in the old land will leave the
senate house in droves if a new tribune
appear on the corner or a man on a
black borse ride through the streots ;
the Scotch, who accept English
methods only when thereby they ca
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contro! the mattor in hand, and who
as thoy took control of tho mothor
Parlinment in Chatham's time, now
take control of the olfshoots in tho
colones , the Irish, who, by linglsh
misgovernment, for centuries, were
forced to hold the seat of English
powor 1 execration and were by the
withholding of natural liberty and
cducation rendered to a degreo unfitted
for tho Parlinmentary system. To
these ust bo added a generation, an
admixture of all these perhaps, but
still primarily and earnostly Canndian,
and yet another class holding views
resultant upon the study of American
practices,

As between French Canadians and
English-speaking Canadians the hnes
of divergence and the lines of assimi-
lation, such as there be, are pretty
clearly defined. It is among the
other races that a common language
is made, by interested persons, to
obscure serious diversities of thought
and existence ; and the Irish Catholics
suffer most by it.

In this country the day when a
reputable public man would charge
1rish Catholics generally with lack of
genuine patriotic spirit, 13 happily
past. Attacks upon Catholic priests
and Catholic institutions are likewise
abandoned. George Brown adopted
that policy from the Orangemen and
to them he returned it; the Orange-
wen put forth their Sovercigns to
speak, and the Sovercigns have for-
gotten their instructions; from them
the mission descended to the preachers
for notoriety ; from them to the hood-
lums of the bye streets; from them to
the P.P.A.; from them to Mr. Dalton
McCarthy; but be too has discarded
the mantle and appears in armor
ageinst the French, taking M=zrlbor-
ough for his prototype rather than
Titus Oates.

Still, Irish Caibolics are a long way
frot enjoymng full citizenship, a long
way from participating fully in the
Governmental institutions of Canada.

To receive, or to repel Irish Catholic
support, as ecxpediency may dictate,
has come to be a part of the plan of
operations of almost every candidate
or party. Seven centuries have taught
English, Irish and Scotsh Protestants
that the part of the Irish Catholics is
to hew the wood and draw the water.
Unfortunutely the same seven cen.
turies, and thesingle Canadian century
have confirmed in the Irish Catholic
himself an acceptance, unexpressed
perhaps, but tacit and resentless, of
this condition. The Scotchman will
in person demand a public position us
hig right; ap Irish - Catholic wiil
shame-facedly and suppliantly proffer
bis perhaps superior abilitics. Thero
are counties where the ranters shout
loudest for common Canadianism, and
where at the same time an Irish Catho
lic speaker would scarcely be listened
to, and tho ablesi Irish Catholic in the
Dominion could not receive a party
nomination. Do we notall remember
the quiet self-suficiency of the Ontario
Government when demonstrating that
Catholics were not represented accord-
ing to their population either in num-
ber of official positions or in remuaera-
tion for public services. Whuse is the
greater shame i8 perhaps a debatable

question.

Iz it any wonder that with so im-
portant an aoctual, though unrecoguir.-
od, ro-division of the enfranchiscd
population, thero should be the evils
which attend our ndministration, and
that a man iike Mr. Blake should
ghrink from coping with lnm. In.
capacity, falso viows, oxpensive and
ineffectual civil service, corraption by
wholesale and in detail, briber' to
porsonsand to Provinces, how, if theso
things exist, can they be overcome
when voters can bo classified into
hords and driven this way or that by
arguments addressed to each ? Quebec
has an uniform electorato, and we
know what happened there when ovil
doings were made plain to the people.
It may bo doubted if the Dominion
could show so clear an account with
conscience on such an gocasien.

What is the remedy for the griev-
ance as it exists among Irish Catholics?

To participate mn all public affairs ;
to insist upon go doing and to be not
deterred by the staro of others. Re-
presentation 18 but a delusion and a
makeshift unless it be backed by active
participation, The best way to mect
tho appeals of others for community of
thought and of endeavour is by de
manding of themselves the recognition
of the common citizenship, of its rights
as well as its duties.
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Florence Nightingals.

The press in general is brimful of
laudations of the many virtues and
heroic character of the great and good
woman, who forty years ago left home
and friends in England to nurse the
wounded and dying in the hospitals of
Scutar: during the Crimean war. She
has now reached her sgeventy-fifth
birthday, and bhearty congratulations
have reached her from many eloquent
lips and pens in the British Empire.
No woman's deeds of true philan-
thropy and gelfsacrifice are better
entitled to national recognition. Dur-
ing the painful progress of the war
protracted during two severe winters,
English and American journals were
filled with praisa of the noble woman
* who lamp in hand, walked each
mght through the long lines of sick or
wounded soldiers ; and who with a fow
agsistants ministered to the wants and
assuaged the sufferings of 4,000 pati-
ents. One of the private soldiers, as
reported in the Times of that exciting
period said: She would speak to one
and another and nod and smile to
many more ; but she could not to all
you know, for we lay there by the
hundreds; but we could kiss her
shadow as it feil on the wall at night,
and lay our heads on our pillow again
content. On her return from her field
of labour, with peace universai pro-
claimed, the Queen presented (her
with o magnificent jewel attached to
which was the inscription * To Flor-
ence Nightingale, as a mark of esteem
and gratitude for ber devolion towards
the Queen’s brave soldicrs. From
Victoria R., 15565.”

Whilethehighest and most deserving
encomiums are now lavished on tho
meritorious life and deeds of the heroic
lady, and no onec grudges her all the
praise sho may receive, it must appoar
strange that not even montion iy made
of others equally deserving. Long

before Miss Nightingale reacked tho

goone of confliot Fronch Nuns had
boon attonding to the sick and wound-
od of tho allied armies. After the
Battlo of Alma, tho first engagoment
of tho Crimoan War, it was found that
no provisions had beon mado for the
gick and wounded. There were no
doubt surgoons and their assistants
plonty ready to probe and amputate.
But there wero no fenalo nurses to
nssist tho regular dootors and adunn
istor sedatives or tender those soothing
cares and attentions, which alono can
give hope and bring back life.

French Sisters of Mercy however
wero no  respeotors of persous or nn
tionelity. They gave all the assistance
in their power in the British hospital
until the arrival of Florence Nightin-
gale. The latter was sccompanied by
goveral lay nuracs and a body of sold:
org’ wives who did very well for a short
time. Ilnsubordination and frequent
neglect of duty with other matters of
complaint caused Miss Nightingale to
dispense with theservices of the greater
number of them, and to request of the
authorities to send out to her as many
Sisters of Mercy and Charity as Card-
inal Cullen would dispose of. With
the aid of a large number of Catholic
Nuns, Florence Nightingale succeeded
in her mission of heroie benevalence.
But while her praises are trumpeted
forth to the ends of the carth, the
devotion and sacrifices of the humble
followers of St. Vincent de Paul are
recorded in leaven. The very names
of tho Sisters of Charity who earned
crowns and jewels equally with Miss
Nightingale are known only to God,
And it is a fact worth mentioning that
some of those nuns belonged to most
noble and distinguished families both
in Ireland aud England.

At a banqust held in Edinburgh
after the war in honour of Miss Night-
ingale a poem was read by the Poet
McNeil, of which theburden ran thus:

Oh ! carth but onoe heard such atale
So heavenly and s0 human,

As that of Florence Nightingale
The angel type in woman.

The soldier dreamt of home and sleop
Beneath the droopiug willow ;

He woke, she pasa'd, her shadow fell,
e kissed it on his pillow.

The Catholic Citizen, at that time
printed in this city, had comments
similar to those we make to-day on
the utter neglect and silence of the
British press in regard to the grest
services rendered at that time by the
Irish Sisters of Mercy. A correspon-
dent gent to that paper a few lines ss
a set-off to MceNeil's ditty :

We oft and oft bear such a tale,
As Heavenly and as human
As that of Floreace Nigbtingale,
Proud Atbion's only woman;

And every day and every night,
Tho orphan and the widow

May kiss such shadows as alight
With blessings on their pillow.

Speakingof tbe Emperor of Germany,
M. JTules Simon says: * He spesks
French like a Parisian. Napoleon 141,
who knew a groat deal about literature,
had a strong German accent, and Napo-
leon I. spoke with an Italian accent.
Ewmperor William of Germany counld
havogiven them both lessons in French,
He iv aloo & fine English and Italian

acholar.




