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time. If law and equity are not to be united, the adminis-
tration of each v.ust be made as far as possiblo simple and
oxpeditious. I equity were to follow more closely the
example of law, 28 to expedition and cheapuess, there would
boe fewer advocates for fusien, and less outery agaiust
Chancery delays.

It is not a little singular that in many law roforms we
have taken the lead of the mother country. We did so as
to county courts, and other changes in the mode of admin-
istering justice. We are beginning to feel our strength,
and to scquire the confidence of manhood. We are not
trammelled by the ruin and decay of expiring customs, and
their handiwork, obsolete statutes. Formerly we were coun-
tent to await » change in the laws of the mother eountry,
and_then with fear and trembling cndeavored to follow;
but now, when we need a law wa mske it, and have done
with it. It is not now so much a question whethes
Eogland Zas done so, as whether we shall do so~—whether
the change is ons which the intercets of this Province
demasd. In this spirit, several wost important laws have
been passed. Tustance the institution of loeal county erown
attorneys, and the decentralization of the administration of
equity. 'The former, though doing pretty well, is suffering
from the same cause as the latter—too niggard an allow-
ance to the proftssional men whose services are invoked,
and whose good will and hearty support is neoessary to the
completo success of the measure.

LOCAL EQUITY JDRISDICTION.
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Read at the Annual Meeting of the Natisnal Assaciation for the

Promotion of Social Stience, held a¢ Tivorpool in October lasi.

1 propose to occupy the sttention of this depariment for 8
very . 10rf time with a few remarks on the importance of Jo-
caliz.ng the administration of justice in respact of equitable
rights ; in other words, to consider whether it is desirableand
practicable o to constitute Jocal tribunals as that they may be
fitted to detarmine those guestions between litigants, and &
afford those administrative bonefits for which the Quesn’s
subjocts ordinarily now resort to the High Court of Chancery.

In no part of the country could the establishmoent of a loeal
equitable jurisdiction bo 80 properly raised as in the Gounty
Pclatins of Lancaster, in which, by virtue of ancient charters,
a local Court of Chancery hae slways existed, and which haa
within a few years grown into considerable importance—a looal
jurisdiction, co-extensive in its powers within the County

alatine with the High Court of Chancery, and in which a
great pumber of causes have been decided and -prowptly dis-

of, to the entire satisfaction of the guitors,

The jurisdiction extends over persons and property, when
eifher 18 within the limita of the County Palatine; itis seid to
be exclusive when as well the aubject-matier as the parties in
litigation are within the limi*s, and old quthorities are cited for
this praposition ; but it dors not appear to be 50 now waitver
pally in practice. In other cases thejurizdiction is concorrent
with that of the Courts of Weatminster. See 13 & 14 Viet. c.
43; 17 & 18 Vict. ¢. 82. Other statutory suthority: 16 & 17
Vict. e, 137, 58. 29, 35, &£ 37; 11 Geo. 4 &£ 1 Will. 4, ¢. 35; 2
Will. 4, ¢. 38,

The jadicial authority of the Palatina Court of Chancery wa.
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but little resorted to, and tho office of Vice-Chancellor was for
many years little better than an honorable sinecura; hut the
Vice-Chancelloxs, Sir William Pege Wood and Sir Richard
Batbell, successively felt the importance of bringing home to
the manufacturers of Lancashire and the merchants of Liver-
gool the advantages of having their equitable rights and reme-

ios judicially delermined, an it ware, at their own doors; and
the first st of modern time, regulating tho practice of the
Court, was passed in 1850, In conseguence of this act by such
men, the busineas of the Palatine Court of Chaneery became
miore important.

The present Vice-Chancellor James, emulating his predeces-
sors, incroased the number of equity sittings, so that the Court
sits four times at Manchester, and as many timesat Liverpael,
in cach year, ‘The ordinary work of the Court is carried on
b{ three registrars, ane of whom is alwnys to be found at ench
of these places and ot Preston, who i daily engaged in dispos-
ing of the greatly increased and incressing chamber businesa
of the Court. These officers porform the same duties as the
vegistrar and judge’s chiefclerk in the High Courtof Chancery.
The number of suits and petitions diaposed of in the last year
by this Court was considerable, being an increace on the busi-
ness in years, beforo the Palntinate Chancery Acts passed, ex-
ceeding eight-fold, dealing with cases in which property to a
large amount was involveg. From these decrees and czders
the right of appes! is now to the Chaucellor of the Duchy and
the Lords Justices of England, or any two of them, by which
in prastice the appen! is fo the Lords Justices alone ; but al-
thoupgh thers have been soms appeals, I beliove that no decree
or ord ¢ ¢f the Vice-Chancellor of the Palatine Court of Lan-
caster has besn reversed by their Lordships.

Here, then, we are ina county in which the energies of a
succession of threo able judpes have built up an equity juris-
diction as efficient ag that of the superior courts at Westmia-
ster, and which has worked itsalf into public support by force
of its own merits, notwitbatanding the prestige of the superior
courts at Weatminstar, over whick it hss in practice no other
advantages than that it is a local court whers equity is satis-
factorily administared, whilst it is subject to the prejudics
withwhich among the manyevery apparent novelty ia regarded.

Wae start, then, on the present inquiry witk the fact that it
i not only practicsblo to have loesl equity courts, but that ona
at least is now in » most eficient and satisfactorily working
oondition. I need acarcely sdd that the coste $o the suitor of
redress in this Court aye in effeot much less than in the courts
in Westminster Hall, ’

This brings us shortly to consider the rise and progress and
resuits of the County Courts Acts, as & preliminary to the mors
precise consideration of whethar similtar legislation in respect
of Iocalizing equitable jurisdictions would probably beattended
by similsr results.

Vague speculations In favor of locatjurisdictions to # limited
extent were obiaining attention before 1830. In various popu-
lous districta the want of a looal coart was so much felt, that
each successive session passed spec’ 13 Local Courts Acts, with
the imperfections incident to isolated sfforts to me it special
evils, Itremsined for Lord Brougham to bring the whole
subject before the Iimblic; and after the speech of that great
statesman in the Hause of Comumons, on the 20th of April,
1830, the question assumed at once s national importaace.
But this beneficial measure, like all others of great importance,
was not obtained per saltum ; it had to be fought for year after

sar, and seasion afier semsion, unti, after discussions extend-
ing aver fifteen years, the local courfs wers matured and es-
tablished in 1845, limited in jurisdiotion to £20, whick in
1850 was extended to £50. From the connty courts return of
the 19th of July, 1838 {Sessional Paper, No. 445), it appears
that the amount of money for which plaints were entered in
1857 was £1,937,745 ; judgments obtained, £978,592; paid
into court under judgraent, £776,711.



