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the illustrations, are tcmpted 'in silence and
at nighit,' to exclajin that ail is v-anity. But,
unless we are grossly mistaken, Sir Frederick
Poilork was an exception to what we may cmiii
the ruile of humanity. What is there whichi
mxan can desire that hie had not ? What is
there which inan desires to be free fromi that
mias not absent froni him ? Does a man love

Iength of yetirs ? lie livedl four score years
:and seven. I)oes a mnan desire health ? He
jiever knev wliat sickness meant. Does a
-nma desire riches ? lie had more than enough
'to satisfy the reasonabie wants of bis tempe-
raie spirit, and to provide for ail who had
maturaI dlaims up)on him. Does a mnan desire
SllCCess in lus particular cailing in life ? lIe
1 ad success, uniform. amd perfect. Doos a inan
desire the good opinion of his fellow-mati?

'Who ever bore Il will to his benevolent dis-
position, or ever breathed a suspicion of his
integrity. Does a man long for sons amd
daughiters to respect amd love hlm and to per-
petuate his naine ? Sir Fredorick has been
heard to sav that not one of his mumerous
proýgcuy eTer (lid an act to cause him a mo-
,Inent's uneasiness.

Then, if these things bc so, how can we
mourn that at last the acute intellect and the
soumnd body have suink in sleep ? When the
furst Lord Hard'nicke knew that death was
approacbing hoe acknowledgedl readily that ho
eould not complain of death, for in life ho had
boom fortunate above ail men ; and this is pro-
,cisely the feeling %vîth whiclh we regard the
career and the death of Sir Frederjck Pollock.

It is difficult, if mot impossible, to draw a
dlistinction betweem what fie owed to the ori-
ginal bounty of nature and what he owed to
himselt Hlow far a man can fight against and
defeat evil instincts, bow far ho can negiect
the use and blunt the edge of the bright
impulses of nature is mot taugbt us by any
philosophy. But this we may say, that Sir
Frederick Pollock cherjshed and developed al
the gifts whicb a bounteous Providence hiad
bestowed upon him. If ho had talent, ho on-
larged its limits and increasod its wealth by
assidnous toil. If he bad physical health, ho
was careful by temperance and rogularity of
life to preserve and improve it. If he had
opportunities, he grasped them quickly and
rctained them. If ho had an bonest, a truth-
fuI, amd an upright nature, he nover suft'ered
'even a temptation to advamce againat these
,bulnarks of integrity.

And ho was happy aiso when ho had turned
his back on Westminster Hall, its fatigues
and its glorrios. At one tiine amusing himself
wiith photography, at another reverting to his
old amd favourite 6study of mathematics, at
another instituting a novel research into the
authorship of tho letters of Jumius, ho pre-
served to the last bis intellectual' activity.
The political cqfltroversies of the day, the
Continental probloms of war and peace, the
Transatlantie war, ail theso things Nvere studied
and discussed by him with juvemile ardour.

In bis pleasant home at liatton ho exercised
a generous and a wide hospitality, and was at
ail times ready to converse with old and Young
with equai sympathy and kindness. Anec-
dotes of days long gone by, bis own eariy lîtèe,
the social and politicai scenes in which his
boyhood,' youth and manhood were passed, ail
these were told and painted with consuininate
skill and witb rare accuracy. ihat strange
faý;ulty for the recollection of dates-mot in
years omly, but in months and in days-which
was so curiously exbibited by hilm lu the
Prince88 Olive'a Case in the Prohate Court,
frequemtly displayed itself in familiar taik even
in the latest years of bis life. But we must
bore stay our hand. WVo have said enough to
show that in our judgnient, if Sir Frerick
Pollock was excellent aus a lawyer, ho w-as yct
more excellent as a xan.-Law Journal.
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Hilton v. Tipper, V C. S., 16 W. R. 888
The present case is noticeable as a some-

wbat broad assertion of the jurisdictiom of
courts of equity, under Lord Cairms' Act (21
& 22 Vict. c. 27), to order the payment of
damages as an alternative to decreeing spccitic
oxecution of contracts, in everY case where
justice wilI bo satisfied by doing so. 'l'le
Court, in the first instance, assuined the juris-
diction to decree specific execution of con-
tracts, for the reason, according to Lord
Redesdale, in Iltrnett v. Yielding, 2 Sch.&
Lef. 554, that damages at law wiil mut always
put the plaintiff in as good a position as if the
contract were specifically performod. Whiere
that is so, said Lord Redesdale, the Court will
interfere, and decree specific performance. It
will mot be decreed, bowever, bis iordship
added, in efl'ect, against a porson who is not
competent to oxecuto thie contract. T[ho
Court, therefore, will mot interfère w-here a
party is cailed upon te do an act which lio is
flot iawfully competent to porform, or which.
it is impossible -for hlm to perform. Thus the
Court wiIi not decee specific performance of
a contract to convey land, where tho contract-
ing party bas a bad titie, unloas on torms of
the party seoking performance of the comtract
accopting such titie as the contracting party
can give. Those rules depemd on generai
principies of oquity and fairmess, and partiv,
no doubt, on the rule that tho Court wilI mo(t
make a decee which it cannot compel per-
formnmce of. When a party contracts te soul,
ho contracta impliediy te give a good titie ;
but, if ho bas mnot a good titie to give, how can
ho bo compeiled te give that which ho has mot
got, aind carmot gtt? And now that the
Court can deoree specifie performance or give
damages at its -option, it is probable that the
Court will ho loth te decree spocifle performn-
ances, oxcept strictly in accordanco with the
rule of Lord Redesdale referred to abovo, For
there can be no doubt that, prier to th(e Act,
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