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TWe.—" Concession du 29mo Mai, 1680, faite par sa

Majeste aux r/'vCreiids peres Ji'. uites, de hi tcrre noninife

fe SauU, ooiitetiHiit deiix liein-s de |iais de front; a com-
meiicer u line pointe <|iii est vis-ii-vis Ic rapide Si. Louit.

en niontant le loiig du lac, hiir pnreille profbndeur, avec
deux isles, islets et Imttures qui se troiivent an devant et

joignant mix terres de la I'raiik dc la Mugdclaine."—Hi-
giitrc d''Iutendunce, No. 2 « U, folio 122.

" Augmentation du dit fief d'une lieue et deraie vers la

Seigneuricde Chatcauguay."—Lem(me R^gitt re, folio 124.

Saurel, v. Sorki..

SciBOiJKT (R.), II. Chiboukt.

Skminac, river, i.s a small stream that runs into

the N. w. side of Ristiguuchc bay.

Skttlemknts. The following information

is derived from the evidence given by John

Neilson, Esq. to a committee of the House of

Assembly, and is likely to prove beneficial to

land companies, and even to individuals who are

desirous of knowing the most advantageous mode
of exploring tracts of wild lands, with a view of

ascertaining the practicability of forming new
settlements.—New settlements can only be suc-

cessfully fonned where there is a certain degree

of facility in communicating with the old—the

wants of an itgrictilturiil population are so exten-

sive and tlie means and support that they require

from external sources, before they can derive them
from the soil which they occupy, are so consider-

able, that no successful agricultural settlement

has ever Iwen made in America without such

facility of communication. The ocean and navi-

gable rivers at first afforded this facility, the

settlements made on the sea shore or on the banks

of navigable rivers having subsequently furnished

the external support to the new settlements in

the interior, by means of roads of communication

opened in the rear of successive settlements. These

are only practicable as a means of communication

to a certain distance, and where natural circum-

stances are favourable. For the purpose of form-

ing agricultural settlements, it was not necessary

then to explore u country to any great distance

from existing settlements or navigable waters.

No new settlement can support itself far from the

beforementioned aids; to attempt them is a dis-

advantageous waste of means which ought to be

more usefully employed.— It is necessary now
to explore a country to a considerable extent be-

yond the immediate site of an intended settlement,

in order to pscertain whether it possesses those

prospects of future prosperity, which in no small

degree depend upon its situation in respect to ad-

jacent tracts of land.—The inhabitants of a small

tract of the most fertile soil are never so thriving

as those even of an inferior soil, when surrounded

by extensive tracts of fertile land, particularly if

the roads of communication of the latter to their

markets lie through the lesser tract.—The general

geographical knowledge of Lower Canada, show-

ing the existing settlements and the courses of the

rivers towards their mouths, is sufficient to point
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