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The Epistle 9

The chiefe {then) and thefarthest boynt that my
intention shall seeke to arrive at ; shall bee to re-

move that vnbeUefe^ which is so grounded in the

mindes of men ^ to discredite most noble and profit-

able endevoures with distrust : andfirsts to shake

offtheir colourable pretences ofignorance^ andthen^

tfthey will not be perswaded to make their selfe-

willes inexcusable; I shallmake manifest the wor-

thinesse of the cause to the mindes of such as are

desirous to bee settled in a certaintti. Asfor my
selfeJ Idoegiue trust to the relations ofsuch^ whose

wisdomes [I know) are not so shallow^ as eastlie bee

deceiued of others i nor consciences so wretched^ as

by pretences to deceive others: and having theper-

sonall tryall of so honourable and sufficient repor-

ters^ ouroivne Countrie-men^ this naked cont<^^npla-

tiony and idle knowledge can not content mee: but

knowing that thechiefe commendation ofvertuecon-

sisteth in action^ I haue resolved a practise^ and
to trace thefootsteppes of those heroickefore run-

ners^ whose honourable actions shall ever live vpon

Earth ; whiles their Soules live in glorie in the

Heavens^ and shall increase heere^ and multiplie;

as their bodies in the grave shall putrifie,

The inducements which hath incouraged mee to

this enterprisef and to spendmy time, and best abili-
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