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charge all offenders, and remain in California

alone. At laft, he determined to difcharge

them, relying on providence, for a frefh rein-

forcement of men i in which he was not difap-

pointed. .
,

Towards the end of the year 1702, two

barks committed fuch diforders, that the cap-

tain was obliged to march with fome of his

foldiers, in defence of the Indians. Having

parted the fray, he demanded from the men in

the bark, to produce the viceroy's licence for

diving : and their anfwer was for him to pro-

duce the warrant by v^hich he afted as judge

and fuperior. But not having any particular

warrant, the affair went no farther. The cap-

tain, on his arrival at Loretto, fent the viceroy

an account of this quarrel, and many other

violences committed on the Indians, the dan-

ger of a general difcontent and revolt j and

defiring inftrudions how to behave on fimilar

occafions. This letter was read in the royal

council of Mexico, on the 1 8th of January

1 703 ; and being referried to the treafurer, his

opinion was, that circular orders fhould be lent

for prohibiting the Hfhing for pearls, till an

account Ihould be laid before his majefly ; that

(enquiry fhould be made after all who had pre-

fumed to dive without licence, in order to

^ring them to punifhment, according to the
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