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WiDDipeg, it would be a great improvement. The last

resolation of these gentlemen deals with the question of
responsible government. It says

:

" That there ii no permanent responiible body whose basineis it ii to

prepare legislation for the consideration of this Assembly, and in conse-
qaence its legislative functions cannot be satisfactorily performed. For
instance, the Assembly has had^to present an bumble address to His
Honor the Lieutenant Governor, praving that he may be pleased to

appoint a Oommitte j to draft during toe recess certain meabures deemed
advisable by the As lembly ; measures which it should be the duty of
Legislative Governjient to submit That on these and other accounts
the Assembly believes the present svstem to be unsatisfactory. That,
therefore, the Assembly recommends to His Excellency the Qovernor
General in Oonnoil that full responsible government should be given
to the Territories with the other powers, in addition to those already
possessed by the Assembly."

And a farther resolution

:

" That the amount annually voted by the Dominion Parliament for

the eipensei of government, ftc. in the North-West Territories, should
ha given in the form of a definite grant instead of a rate which lapses
at the end of the fiscal year for which it is voted

;

*' That the said grant should be placed at the disposal and subject to
the vote of the North-West Legislative Assembly

;

" That although the North-West Territories have not been admitted
into Confederation as a Province, yet they consider that the fact of
their paying; taxes to the Federal Treasury, under the same laws, rules

and regulations and provisions as the people of other parts of Canada,
and having been called upon to exercise the functions of local self-

government by the Parliament of Canada, they are entitled to receive

a return on the amount paid by them into the Federal Treasury of a
sum similar to that received by the various Provinces comprising the

Canadian Confederation

;

" That they consider that a greater proportion of taxation per head
is paid by the people of the North-West Territories than by the people
of any other part of Canada;
" That the cost of administrating the Gorernment of the North-West

Territories is much larger in proportion to the population than in any
other part of Canada by reason of the greater area and more widely
scattered settlements

;

" That the maintenance and improvement of main trails in the Terri-

tories should be the subject of special consideration at the hands of the

Federal Parliament;
'* That inasmuch as the lands, timber and minerals of the North-West

Territories are held for sale by the Federal Government, which deprives

the North-West Government of any revenue from these sources, and
the Provinces of Confederation , with the exception of Manitoba, having

revenues from said sources;
(( Therefore your committee are stronglv of opinion that a largely in-

creased grant should be given to the Noith-West Territories for expenses

of North- West Government, construction of roads and bridges, the im-

prorement of main trails, and other public improvements.'

'

The House will be glad to know, sir, that the Advisory

Board has worked wonderfally^ well. Although I do not

think any more than do those gentlemen, or the mem-
bers of the Assembly, that that board is as efieotive

a machine of government as complete responsible


