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ditch, where one of them, a Delaware, named the

Turtle's Heart, addressed the garrison as follows:

"My Brothers, we that stand here are your

friends; but we have bad news to tell you. Six

great nations of Indians have taken up the hatchet,

and cut off all the English garrisons, excepting yours.

They are now on their way to destroy you also.

" My Brothers, we are your friends, and we wish

to save your lives. What we desire you to do is

this : You must leave this fort, with all your women
and children, and go down to the English settlements,

where you will be safe. There are many bad Indians

already here; but we will protect you from them.

You must go at once, because if you wait till the

six great nations arrive here, you will all be killed,

and we can do nothing to protect you."

To this proposal, by which the Indians hoped to

gain a safe and easy possession of the fort. Captain

Ecuyer made the following reply. The vein of

humor perceptible in it may serve to indicate that

he was nnder no great apprehension for the safety

of his garrison:—
" My Brothers, we are very grateful for your kind-

ness, though we are convinced that you must be

mistaken in what you have told us about the forts

being captured. As for ourselves, we have plenty

of provisions, and are able to keep the fort against

all the nations of Indians that may dare to attack it.

We are very well off in this place, and we mean to

stay here.
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