
|)iil)lic (>|)iiii()n. It iiiak(>s and iiiiiiiiikcs an administration in an

lioiir.

U|)<»n tiiis f'eiiturc Lelilanc, u Frenclinian, wriu-s:

" I'uhlie ()|>iniiin in Knulandl Woo to iiini who (k'lii's it! TluTt'

will he invoked ajriiinst liini no test of law ; lu'loro no court will lie

he taken ; there will he started aii;ainst him no police officers oi-

^•endarmes; hut he will run the risk of dyin<f for want of air and
of disa|)pearin«^ crushed hy the weight of iudiflerencc or scorn!"

The one thinji; remarkal)le ahont En<.dand is that it worked out

its civilization alone. It is a self-made country, as wo speiik now-a-

day of the self-made man.

Huckle says this peculiar merit is universally admitted, and adds

:

" I say nothing of the number of our discoveries, the brilliancy

of our literature, or the success of our arms. These, arc inviduous

to|)ics; and other nations may perha})s deuy to us merits which we
are apt to exaggerate. Jiut I take up this single ])osition, that, of

all European countries, England is the one where, during the

longest period, the government has been the most (juiescent and the

pe<»ple most active; where popular freedom has been settled on the

widest basis ; where each man is most able to say what he thinks

and do what he likes ; where every one can follow his own bent and
propagate his own o])inions ; where religious persecution being little

known, the play and How of the human mind may be clearly seen,

unchecked by those restraints to which it is elsewhere subjected

;

where the ])r()fession of heresy is least dangerous and the j)ractice of

dissent most conunon ; where hostile creeds flourish side by side and
rise and decay witliout disturbance, according to the wants of the

people, unaffected by the wishes of the church and unc(mtr()lled by
the authority of the State ; where all interested, both spiritual and
tem])oral, are most left to take care of themselves, * * '^

and where, in a word, those dangerous extremes, to which interference

gives rise, having been avoi<led, despotism and rebellion are tHjually

rare, the national }>rogress has been least disturbed by the power of

the privileged classes, by the influence of peculiar sects, or by the

violence of arbitrary rulers."

The same writer forcibly illustrates the reliance of the aristocracy

on the people, and a(Uls that it naturally followed that the people

imbibed that tone of indei)endence and that lofty bearing of which

our civil and i)()litical institutions are the consequence, rather than

the cause. It is to this, and not to any fanciful peculiarity of race,

that we owe the steady and enterprising spirit, for which the inhabi-
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