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reapf^nBibllity of a lei3fe for a limited period, AdminlstratinK the pro-
perty of othfrs for tbu boavinr aad more durable respoaaibilitiea of own-
era mariAf^ing tbeir own property." Pap. ixxri.

" In France, the Absence, alnioat complete, up to tbe nresent time, of
alt competition amonfrat railways, discard that valuable equilibrium
which is the BHft*f;uard of British indaatry." Pap. xxzrii.

"The i)lan of direct manaK^niont by the GoTernment itaelf feema to

meet with condemnation ou all aidea, the chief objections raised being
the went of a direct intftrest, the want of tborou|{h kaowled({o or pecu-
liar aptitude, the habit of coatiy management, and the danger of abuae
in patronage." Page 112aame Report.

Tho country, on difloront occasions, has exprosHcd its opin-

ion, and ItH docJHion huH novor varied. Tho Act of 1872,
authorining tho construction of tho railway, declared posi-

tively that il should bo conHtructod by a private company,
and in order that no doubt should remain about the unani-
mous disposition of tho country, when tho Mackenzie
Government came into power, in 1874, it entered afresh

in our statutes this universal preference in favor of private

companies. And even were tho weighty considerations

which 1 have just pointed out not in existence, there still

remains another, and the most important one, as it alfocts

the relations of parties with politics. I ask what a storm
would bo let loose in this House if it wore asked at this

moment, Mr. Speaker, to invest us with tho property of tho

Pacific Railway and tho millions of patronage which it

implies. With what terror would wo not see tho Op; o-

sition contemplate tho fact that all tho resources of tho
Pacific would lay in our hands. It would bo then that all

the philippics, all the violent denunciations of past and
present days, would wake all tho echoes of this Chamber,
and no eloquence would bo found expressive enough to

invoke upon us the wrath of electors. Indeed, Mr. Speaker,
if we had lived for the love of power wo could have a'mod
ourselves with this invincible weapon; bit h'lforc thinking
of tho sweets of power, we must consider tho dalies whicfi

devolve upon it, and wo must not sow dissonsi.^'ns in tho

political world. Wo want a frank, open and loyal contest,

free from the elements as well as the appearances of undue
influence.

Now, it is my duty to again ask this Houa^ to pardon
me for having occupied its time so long in making the
remarks I thought it my duty to make on this important
question. It is not very often that I trespass upon the good
will and patience of hon. members, and it is on this plea

that I ask to be forgiven. I have, I think, proved that it

was right for the Government to have done what they did

last year ; I think I have demonstrated by the facts I have
pat before this House that it was right for the Government


