
British uniform and standin;^ in Inic of l)attlc beside the profes-

sional soldiers, then, indeed, iiave loyalists and their descend-

ants reason to he proud of tiie manly as*iertion and military

service of tiieir ancestors, "'riie total exceeded in number

the troops enlisted [by Congress] to opi)ose them." The

most trustworthy Provincial regiments came from New York,

Xew Jersey, Pennsylvania. New ICngland furnished com-

paratively lew. Tiie Sovithern colonies \)\n a number of ex-

cellent battalions in the field. Colonel John Hamilton, of

North Carolina—'sucli is the testimony of his foes"—"was the

very crest of tory organization at the South," and ''he was en-

gaged in nearly every action in the three Southern colonies.

Cilory to him and his troops!" Strange to say, Sabine mentions

that the whig, Alexander " Hamilton's own symjiathies were at

hrst on the ro\al side, as he himself admits in his rei)ly to Wilkins;

and his biographer relates tliat a visit to Hoston jthat pestilent

hot-bed of disaffection] changed the current of his thoughts"

—

I may add, the whole course of his life." Ferguson—cer-

tainly unsurpassed in his judgment of soldiership—chose New-

Yorkers and Xew Jerseymen to compose his famous flying-

column, which was nearly annihilated at King's Mountain. There

is scarcely a battlefield of note during the last four years of active

hostilities on which loyal American blood was not i)oured out like

water. In many instances the loyalists fought with halters around

their necks. In the Carolinas they were seldom admittetl to fpiar-

ter until the ( ruel iflistincts of fratricidal conflict, and a savage

thirst tor vengeance, iia 1 been slaked in blood. If an individ-

ual holding a comniis^^ioii from Congress actually gloried in hav-

ing washed his hands in British blood at Saratoga, how much

more bitter was the feeling dis|)layed toward Provincials every-

where, but especially at the South.

Fierce, however, as was the code ai)plied to the loyalists, still


