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France. They are industrious and much
given to hoarding. There are two invest-
ments in which they especially delight,
one the public funds, and the other, land,
and for those two objects the French pea-
sant will labor in a manner which appears
extraordinary even to our industrious
colonists. I ask if the prosperity of France
is not principally due to the great fertility
of her soit, her rich corn lands, her vine-
yards, her sugar fields, her oil-seeds, clover
seeds and other special products. I could
refer to a celebrated missive of
the first Napoleon on this subject,
in which he made the statement that
the prosperity of a country based on
agriculture could never be broken down
by any sudden commercial crisis like this.
I would say, with reference to French
affairs, that I have looked on dnring the
last few months with excecding pleasure at
the resultsobtained in France. In speaking
with some of my French friends in this
country some time ago, I suggested to
them that old France needed one thing—
the immigrativn of a few French Cana-
dian gentlemen, speaking their own
language, but having experience of our
system of Parliamentary Government.
That necessity has ceased, however. I
see by the papers that Fienchmen have
acted in a manner so constitutional and
patriotic, and so praiseworthy, that they
have little need of examples from other
countries. Some observations were made
as to the necessity of economy on the
part of the Government, and some reflec-
tions, I might almost say, with regard to
the expenditure incurred in establishing
a Government in tho “Great Lone Land,”
yet I would say to the hon. gentleman
who alluded to that subject more particu-
larly, and contended that an cffort should
first be made to settle the lands, that the -
very first step, preliminary to settling a
new country, is to establish a fixed and
reliable Government there. Besides that
everyday mnecessity, which every one
must feel, inhabiting a country where
recognized authority exists, there is this
also to be said in favor of establishing a
Government in the Lone Land, that for a
considerable time past, heavy responsibility
I am confident, attached to the Govern-
ment in that regard, because there was a
sort of persistent, chronic warfare between
the Indians and the United States military
forces, and we all know very well that



