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Some of them have legitimate reasons. I give the minister 
credit because he has met with people right across the country 
from coast to coast to talk to them about their legitimate 
concerns. Some of them are hunters up in the north whose 
livelihoods depend on guns.

endorse and support it because when they look back at it 20 years 
from now, they will know they did the right thing.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Before resuming debate, 
it is my duty, pursuant to Standing Order 38, to inform the House 
that the question to be raised tonight at the time of adjournment 
is as follows: the hon. member for Kamloops—Taxation.

[Translation]
When the polls show that 15 percent of the people are against 

this bill, they are going to sign petitions, but 85 per cent of the 
people want gun control. It is an overwhelming fact that people 
want gun control. The hon. member for Mégantic—Compton—Stanstead has 

given me written notice that he will be unable to be present to 
move his motion under Private Members’ Business on Friday, 
February 17, 1995.

[English]

The Reform Party will pay a very high price for not listening 
to the Canadian public in the next election. A recent poll has 
shown how marginalized it is and it will be more marginalized 
after the next election. It will have less than the two seats the 
Conservatives got.

It has not been possible to arrange an exchange of positions in 
the order of precedence pursuant to Standing Order 94(2)(a). 
Accordingly, I am directing the table officers to drop that item 
of business to the bottom of the order of precedence.

[Translation]

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. 
Speaker, I have heard the hon. member from the other side state 
many facts and figures.

It has been mandatory to register handguns since 1934. I 
would like to know how much and how far crime has depleted 
with the use of handguns. I also heard the member mention 
crime control at border crossings. I would like the hon. member 
just to remember that this is the same government that could not 
stop the smuggling of cigarettes.

Pursuant to Standing Order 94(2)(b), private members’ hour 
will be deferred and the House will continue with the business 
then before it.

• (1625)

[English]Mr. Dhaliwal: Mr. Speaker, this government has done a very 
good job in stopping the smuggling of cigarettes. All one has to 
do is look at the facts. Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. 

Speaker, I wish I could stand today to say it is a pleasure for me 
to speak on Bill C-68 but I am afraid I cannot. I had hoped that 
the hon. minister would have listened to the concerns of literally 
hundreds of thousands, millions of Canadians across the country 
who have deep concerns about gun registration. Obviously he 
has not and has chosen to forge ahead.

I personally have received thousands of letters from people 
who are concerned that the Minister of Justice has confused gun 
control with crime control. I am sure that every other member of 
Parliament in the House has as well.

The hon. member was not listening when I gave an example. I 
said that in 1977, 39 per cent of the people were using a firearm 
in robberies. Now it is only 26 per cent. The evidence is there 
and it is overwhelming. If some people want to ignore the 
evidence, so be it. Some people do not want the truth and choose 
to ignore the evidence, as some of the Reform members have 
done.

However, we are not going to ignore the truth or the facts. We 
are going to look at this in 20 years and know that we did the 
right thing in this Parliament. We will have passed strong gun 
control legislation which I think should be even stronger than it 
is now. Canadians across this country have shown support for us. 
In the recent byelections it was three seats out of three for the 
Liberals. Why? It is because we are doing the right thing, we are 
listening to Canadians.

There is a growing perception that our justice system is not 
working. The justice minister and the anti-gun lobby are trying 
to convince everyone that if we just make it tougher to own and 
use a gun legally, somehow it will be harder for criminals to use 
them illegally. Somehow I have my doubts about that.

Our justice system was built on the principle that one is 
innocent until proven guilty. We must work hard to maintain the 
integrity of that system to ensure that innocent people are not 
deprived of their rights for the wrong reasons.

When any program is put into place, it should be clear what 
the objectives are. There should be a means of evaluating its 
effectiveness. In this case, I feel the government has clearly 
failed.

It is surprising that whenever we have done consultations the 
Reform Party has called them a sham. It is not interested in 
consultation and it is the party that wants consultation.

There are some legitimate concerns out there on gun control 
and the minister has dealt with those concerns. This is an 
excellent piece of legislation. I hope the members will strongly


