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Oral Questions

Whether a country is part of that or not does not lessen the fact 
that the UN force is there not in a belligerent capacity but as one 
leading the search of peace. That is Canada’s position. We intend to 
stay and finish the mandate unless it becomes absolutely impossi
ble for us to continue. The Prime Minister has made that clear in 
the House many times.

• (1440)

[Translation]

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr. 
Speaker, let us stop beating around the bush. My question was very 
clear.

While it is true that in the last few weeks there have been some 
considerable difficulties in helping to discharge the mandate we 
believe the situation can be resolved.

Does the Minister of Agriculture acknowledge, yes or no, the 
right of citizens to drink natural milk that was not produced using 
hormones, and if so, what is he waiting for to announce that he will 
extend the moratorium for as long as is needed to guarantee 
consumers that they will be able to drink unadulterated milk, in 
accordance with their wishes?

* * *

[English]
[Translation]

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and Agri- 
Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, over the course of the last year, on the 
recommendation of the agriculture committee, we undertook in 
co-operation with all of the interested stakeholders, including 
many in the private sector, a task force investigation of a variety of 
facts surrounding rBST. We did that following the advice of the 
agriculture committee to provide more information, to get all of the 
details on the table so that everyone could be fully informed on the 
issue.

BOVINE SOMATOTROPIN

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Agriculture. Seventy 
five per cent of all consumers are against the hormone somatotro
pin. The dairy industry is demanding that the moratorium on its use 
be extended, and, this morning, the Standing Committee on Health 
passed a resolution for the renewal of the moratorium for at least 
two years. With 15 days left to go before the end of the moratori
um, the Minister of Agriculture is still undecided regarding the 
issue.

The one important piece of data which remains to be concluded 
and provided is a critical piece, which is the scientific regulatory 
review of the health aspects with respect to rBST. That is presently 
being studied by the Department of Health. Until the Department of 
Health is satisfied with all the health and safety issues, then 
obviously no notice of compliance will be issued.

Will the minister admit that we are talking about something 
bigger than the minor exception that the Minister of Health would 
have us believe, something which more closely resembles a gaping 
legal loophole which permits somatotropin to be used in Canada, 
and will he admit that, in the short term, the only thing that will 
protect consumers who want to drink milk that was not produced 
using somatotropin will be an extension of the moratorium?

NATIONAL PAROLE BOARD

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley, 
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, today the Correctional Service of Canada 
released its report on the September 5,1993 murder of 25-year old 
Dennis Fichenberg.[English]

Fichenberg was murdered by Paul Butler, a federal inmate who 
was on day parole at the time of the murder. At the time of 
sentencing Butler was considered to be a psychopath and at the 
time of his release he was described as a high risk offender with a 
high potential for violence. Butler, however, was able to stay on 
day parole despite committing numerous violations over the six- 
month period he was on parole.

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and Agri- 
Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Health has referred to the 
provisions in the Food and Drugs Act and the regulations promul
gated under that act which is legislation under her jurisdiction. She 
has indicated quite clearly what the provisions of the law and the 
regulations provide. She is quite correct to indicate that the 
possibilities of importation are exceedingly limited to certain 
specific individuals and certain specific cases. The answer given by 
the Minister of Health is completely accurate as to the facts. Is the Solicitor General satisfied with the way the correctional 

service and the National Parole Board handled Butler’s release?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of 
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 
as the hon. member knows, the parole board is an independent

She has also indicated that on further review if the legal 
framework appears in any way to be inadequate to properly deal 
with the situation, then that legal framework can be strengthened.


