
COMMONS DEBATES

SOCIAL SECURITY

FAMILY ALLOWANCES

Ms. Dawn Black (New Westminster-Burnaby): Mr.
Speaker, my question is directed to the Minister of
National Health and Welfare. The Minister is aware
that there are more than one million Canadian children
living in poverty. He is responding to their desperate
need with a miserly 36-cent increase in family allow-
ances this January. In fact, that is a cut in the real value
of family allowances.

During the election my Party called for a 20 per cent
increase in family allowances and the refundable child
tax credit. Will the Government consider making that
increase as a real first step in dealing with the desperate
problem of child poverty?

Hon. Jake Epp (Minister of National Health and
Welfare): Mr. Speaker, I answered a similar question
earlier in this session. Let me point out two things to the
Hon. Member. The reduction of poverty, particularly as
it affects Canadian children over the last four years, is
obviously what the Government and I think Canadians
generally are pleased with. We would like to see more,
but that statistic is something I want to point out to the
Member.

Second, the other day I gave figures on the increases
for Canadian families, particularly those low income
groups, relating to the family allowance and the child
tax credit. I was incorrect in some of those figures
because they were, in fact, higher than the ones I gave
to the House. The total benefits that the Hon. Member
refers to, from 1986, with actual full indexation, was an
increase of $370.32.

While it was not in the legislation, there was a
substantial increase in the child tax credit included in
the terms of the budgetary provisions of the Minister of
Finance. I think every social policy agency argues that
the child tax credit is the way to go. We have expanded
that dramatically.

The Hon. Member should look at that side of the
ledger. She will find a substantial increase well beyond
any inflationary figure.

Mr. Speaker: I regret to advise the Hon. Member
that, given the time, I will do everything I can to get her
second question in, perhaps tomorrow. She might
discuss this with her Whip.

Business of the House

Mr. Friesen: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order.
May I ask unanimous consent of the House to table a
report?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[En glish]

INTERPARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION

TABLING OF REPORT OF CANADIAN GROUP OF
INTERPARLIAMENTARY UNION

Mr. Benno Friesen (Parliamentary Secretary to
Minister of Employment and Immigration): Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 101, I have the
honour to present to the House in both official lan-
guages the report of the Canadian Group of the Inter-
parliamentary Union, report of the official parliamen-
tary delegation which represented Canada at the
Interparliamentary Conference in Sofia, Bulgaria,
September 19 to September 24.

I want to add that the Canadian group is proud of the
notable accomplishments by our delegation led by
Senator Nathan Nurgitz. Canada's proposal to amend
the rules to ensure that the Union's executive committee
always includes at least two women parliamentarians
was adopted unanimously.

Second, Senator Joan Neiman was elected to the
union's committee which monitors and investigates
violations of human rights of parliamentarians through-
out the world. The essential work of this committee,
which will now have direct Canadian input, deserves the
support of all parliamentarians.

* * *

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

WEEKLY STATEMENT

Hon. Herb Gray (Windsor West): Mr. Speaker, I rise
on a point of order to ask the Deputy Government
House Leader the usual question which will enable him
to give us a statement of government business for the
next period of days.

Hon. Doug Lewis (Minister of State and Minister of
State (Treasury Board) and Acting President of the
Treasury Board): Mr. Speaker, I wish to advise the

December 22, 1988


