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Judges Act

1 now want t0 withdraw them. One reason is that this creates
two types of judges.

Second, when 1 became Minister of Justice 1 soon realized
we were faced with an urgent malter. 1 looked ai the file of the
previous administration which had written to the Chief Justice
of Canada and aIl other judges telling them the problemn was
to be cured, that cabinet had decided on a certain course of
action.

1 had to swallow my own policy and accept the policy
proposed by the former minister of justice, MVr. Flynn, in bis
letter to Chief Justice Laskin in December, 1979. There had
been long negotiations. In August, 1978, the CBA made a
report on that. In November there was the committee on
judicial compensation which made a report. There was also the
Dorman report. There were a lot of studies.

Following that, my predecessor proposed a package which
was substantially accepted and put 10 this House. 1 will be
appearing before the committee wbicb wilI be reviewing ail
aspects of this. That is a better place to look at this problem. 1
know hon. members are preoccupied more with the pension
plan than any other aspect of' the bill. 1 will be delighted to
discuss that in committee. We will sec if we can find a
solution. If not, we will come back here and make a decision.

I ask hon. members not to make this a controversial aspect.
If anyone is in a difficult position it is I because I arn bcing
forced to contradiet myseif on the pension contribution aspect.
It does not make my life very easy. I hope the bill can be
referred to committee and we cari find an appropriate solution
to this problem.

A lot of other aspects have been raised in this House. I will
not take the lime tu deal witb them. I might comment on tbem
in committec, if asked.

The systcmi of appointments is complex. Since 1967 not one
appointment has been made which bas not been approved by
the Canadian Bar. Tbe legal profession dlaims the Canadian
Bar is not the best mechanism. I can sympatbize with that. I
come from a rural area. I know of members of the Quebec Bar
who worked very hard in the Gaspé Peninsula, St. Maurice
valley, and the Lac St. Jean area, wbo werc not well known by
members of the Canadian Bar because thcy did not attend the
same meetings and so on. That is a problem. and there should
be somne improvement.

I amn seeking to make the best appointments possible. Some
are suggesting tbe appointment of more women as judges.
There bas been an improvement, but we still have to name
judges according to their ability. If women can be found, that
is an extra asset, no doubt about il. In the lasi tbree series of
appointments I made in the lasî two months. 1 was pleased to
name three womnen. The problem is tbat tbere are not aIl that
many who hase been admitted tu the Bar lately. In connection
with an appointment I amn trying to make now in one of the
provinces, 1 contacted a s4oran. She thanked me, but stated
that she felt she was not yet ready. Tbis person is a top notch
lawyer. I do not know ber polities. 1 did not ask.

Somne hon. Members: Oh. oh!

Mr. Chrétien: The first appointment 1 made to the Superior
Court of Quebec was the buman rights commissioner in
Quebec City. I bad neyer met him in any political arena.
However, il does not hurt if someone serves one party or the
other. Members of different parties have been appointcd.
including members from the other side. One bon. member
stated that we sbould not appoint members of Parliament
directly to the bencb. 1 am not sure 1 agree.

In tbe past, a member of the Canadian Bar who bad been in
this House serving the Canadian people and making laws for
15 years, was disqualified. I do not tbink that is fair.

Mr. Baker (Nepean-Carleton): 1 agree.

Mr. Chrétien: Not too long ago Mr. Justice Gilbert, a
former NDP member, was appointed to the bench. He is a
gond judge and is serving very well. We named Thomas
Berger, who is not a Liberal, directly from the B.C. legislature
to the Superior Court of British Columbia. The fact that be
had been a politician was not a negative factor.

I am not looking for a job for myscîf. I enjoy polities too
much to become a judge. However, I do not tbink a person
sbould be disqualified because be bas scrved bis country as a
member of Parliament. The former deputy speaker from Nova
Seotia was appointed by the Nova Scotia governiment t0 the
provincial court directly from this flouse. Our former speaker,
Mr. Jerome, was namied to the Federal Court wbere he is
doing an excellent job. I amn told that wben one ceaves this
House. be becomes mucb lcss partisan compared tu when be
came bere.

In any event, there are these problems and I am willing to
diseuss tbcm in committee. We will look into the pension
question. It is a difficult problem and there is no easy solution.
The commitmient made to the judges in December, 1979, is
wbat caused me t0 keep the same systern. As I said, I had to
swallow niy own words. When I was president of tbe Treasury
Board, I made a lot of enemies among tbe judges because I
forced some to make contributions and not others. Altbough tl

was difficult for me, I put my pride aside for the good of the
judieiary in Canada.

* (1640)

[Translation]

Anyway, Mr. Speaker, the bill will be referred to commit-
tee. I hope we can dispose of tl quickly, tbat il will corne back
to the House and bc passed because, traditionally in Canada
and a very worth-wbile tradition it is, to my mind-the flatter
of the remuneration of judges bas neyer been the subject of a
political debate. The constitution stipulates that we miust set
the remuneration of the judieiary; they are the only group of
citizens wbose salaries are discussed specifieally in the flouse,
whicb makes it a very delicate situation, I feel.

I arn sure everyone in Canada agrees that we have a
judiciary that works very weIl. It poses very few problerns. AIl
those who have aecepted the appointnment, wbatevcr their
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