
side, the remarks made by the hon. member
for Lapointe (Mn. Grégoire), which wene in a
sense rather strong, I think that I can estab-
lish a parallel with some applause the minis-
ter got from the Conservative side when he
said that he did not; want to do anything,
take any step, before making sure that the
Eskimos in northern Quebec would get al
the guarantees that their nights will be pro-
tected and respected by the Quebec govern-
ment.

Mn. Speaker, I entirely agree wvith that
point of view according to which the Eskimos
of Quebec must be assured, before being
transferred to the province, that thein rights
and prerogatives will be fully protected.

On the other hand I am asking myseif the
following questions. Wby are we questioning
the good will of the province of Quebec in
granting this protection? What are the reasons
for the minister, the govennment, or any
other member of this bouse, to question the
intentions of the Quebec government in this
matter?

Personally, I have followed this debate and
I faal to see on what grounds we can disagree
with this transfer of jurisdictîon over the
Eskimos to the province of Quebec. In my
opinion, the whole history of Quebec is there
to prove, beyond ail doubt, that we are re-
spectful of the rights and privileges of the
residents of our beautiful province of which
we are proud.

In closing my remarks, Mn. Speaker, I would
like to make a suggestion which I hope to
see accepted.

It is perhaps slightly humorous, but 1 think
just the same it is worth taking into con-
sideration.

I would ask the Prime Minister, who is not
bere at the moment, or bis spokesman whether
he could not, in view of the present conflict
-the breaking off of negotiations between the
federal and provincial ministens-delegate as
a negotiator in Quebec, the Minister of Trans-
port (Mr. Pickersgill) or Mn. Tom Kent from
the Prime Minister's office who managed, as
we have seen, to negotiate an agreement in
the deadlock whicb foilowed the last federal-
provincial conference in Quebec.

Following that conference there was a
deadlock and everyone wondered where it
would lead us. It seenis to me that the Min-
ister of Transport, duning one of his short
trips, as the one he has just made to London,
for example, with the assistance of Mn. Tom
Kent, managed to find a solution which, even
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if it was flot acceptable to everyone, has at
least eased the situation.

1 hope the Prime Minister wiil delegate the
hon. member for Bonavista-Twillingate to
Quebec city who, in a short trip, probably
in a Department of Transport jet. will bring
back our two opponents, Messrs. Laing and
Lévesque, on more favourable ground toward
full co-operation in the interest of our fellow
citizens, the 2,500 Eskimos of nonthern Quebec.

Hon. Paul Martineau (Pontiac-Témisca-
mingue): In his statement, Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Northern Aiffairs and National
Resounces (Mr. Laing) has listed the safe-
guards which must be granted if we want
to be assured that ail the interests of the
Eskimos will be respected when they are
transferned.

On this side of the house we are in favour
of such safeguards and we showed that very
clearly wben this matter was discussed.

In bis statement, however, the minister did
flot refute the very specific charges which
had been made in the Quebec legisiature by
a minister of the province of Quebec.

Here are these two charges:
1. The Minister of Northern Aiffairs and

National Resources has allegedly lifted the
veil of silence which he had himself imposed
and which had been agreed upon as f ar as the
progress of these negotiations was concerned,
by making, first, a public statement in Winni-
peg and other statements in the bouse.

2. That in his new statement the minister
has completely and openly violated the agree-
ment in principle concluded on February 29
between hi.mself and his officiais on one hand
and the Quebec minister of natural re-
sources and his officiais on the other hand.

The minister must necessanily suppiy us
with an explanation on that matter.

How can the Prime Minister (Mn. Pearson),
in reply to a question dîrected to, him today,
claini that those negotiations are stiil going
on when, according to the statement of one
of the main parties invoived, namely Hon.
René Lévesque, they were broken off de-.
liberateiy due to the personal intervention
of the Minister of Northern Affairs and Na-
tional Resounces?

It is really a pity that such a deadlock
occurred. I believe that it is desirable, i
order to settie that question and especiaily In
the interest of the Eskimos themselves, that
the Prime Minister step in directly with the
head of the Quebec governnient and that he
appoint, as of now, a new federal negotiator,
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