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industry also has been carrying on extensive
research. There are ail these ways of deveiop-
ing research in Canada.

We doubt very mucb the wisdom of putting
the research council into business. lIs name
bas been made by research, flot by doing
business, and yet there are changes in this
bill which indicate that from now on the
research council may ho put into business,'may be operating companios. As an example,
the minister said that the council may be
oporating a plant at Cbialk River. There is
also the suggestion that it migbt be carrying
on rnining operations in the northwest terri-
tories, wbore uranium is found. We suggost
to him that the research council is not do-
signed for that type of work, and if there is
placod upon it the responsibility for carryîng
on sncb operations, it is possible that the
efficiency of the counicil will ho undermined.

The bouse bas flot been givon completo
information witb regard to the policy on
patents, and we would like to have further
explanation fromn the minister. We do notice
that section il of the Research Counicil Act
bad thîs provision with regard to patents:

Ail discoveries, inventions and improvernents
in processes, apparatus or machines, ina de by a
member or any nuinher nf niembers of thîe tech-
nical staff nf the counici shall b) vested in the
counicil and shall be made availablo to the
pulic under such conditions and payment of

fesor royalties or otherwiso as the council may
dotermine, siihject to the approvdl of the gov-
nernor in council.

1 direct attention particularly to the words
"shaîl be made available to the public". I
take it that the intention, wben the Researcb
Counicil Act was passed originally, was that
any inventions of officers of the council, who
are public servants, would be made available
to, any Canadians who could use thom in
carrying on their business. I would ask. the
minister if there bas been any change in that
policy. Tbose words do not appear in tbe
bill before the bouse, and it may be the
intention now to make money out of those.
inventions-

Mr. IIOWE: It alvays was.

Mr. GREEN: -and that if an officor of tbe
counicil makes an invention, it shail ho sold
to the person who can pay the bighest price.
The minister bad sometbing to say on tbe
point on May 27, as reportcd at page 1898
of Hansard. I quote:

Discoveries of the national research council
are patented and it is now the practice to
patent al] discoveries of reasonable value. Many
are in use and many patent holders already
pay fees to tbe conincil for the use of the
patents, lion. mnmbers will agree that anyone
wisbing to use a patent of the national research
couneil sbnnld pay its fulil markcet value, and it
is to obtain the rev enuie that shonld properly

[Mr. Green.]

corne from the patents of the council that the
proposeîl corporation to handie patents is to be
established.

We must consider wbere a policy of that
kind may lead. Lot us suppose for example
that an invention of an officer of the researcb
counicil is sold to a firmn wbich forms part of a
cartel. In sncb event the researcb council is,
in effect, helping to strengtben cartels. In so
doing it may be going directly contrary to the
ideas expressed in the report on Canada and
International Cartels wbicb wu. brought in by
Mr. F. A. McGregor. It may also mean that
Canada would ho belping in the formation
nnd fnctioning of international cartels. Surely
that is not the purpose for whicb the researci
connicil wvas set up. I would refer hon. memn
bers to page 45 of that report, wbere we fin'I
a section dealing witb the relation of patents
to cnrtels and combines. Mr. McGregor sets
ont, for one thing, the following:

The essential purposes of the patent law of
Canada are expressed in the following extract
froîn section 65 of the Patent Act-

"Patents for new invention are granted not
Only to encourage invention, but to secure that
new inventions shahl so f ar as possible be
worked on a commercial scale in Canada with-
ont undue delay."

I suggýest it sbonld ho basic tuit, ratber than
having patents sold, for example, to one firm,
inventions made by research counicil officers
sbould ho made available ns widely and as
quickly as possible to ail CanachÀans who can
make honest use of tbem. In any event, in bis
speech this afternoon the minister used words
whicb indicated that these patents were to be
exploited in the public interest. He should go
a gond deal farther in explaining what ho
means by that statement.

I niow corne to the provision for the sotting
up of crown companies. This is contained in
section 9 of the bill, wbere it is set ont as a
new section 14 of the Research Council Act
giving the research council power to incorp-
orate crown companies. This of course is done
with the approval of the governor in counicil.
Iindcr this provision tbe resenrch council will
inow have tbe righit to forrn nny number of
crown companies. The minister was asked
about this during the debate on the resolution.
Thie discussion on the point is reported at page
1897 nf IIouud as folhows:

Mr. Ilowe: . .. I bave no desire to limit the
mnmber ni companies wvhich the research council

cao have. If it needs twenty, thon it should
have twenty.

That, of course, is carryîng this business of
croun companies mucli fartber thian it bas
been carried hitherto, because until the intro-
duction of this measure, cmxx n companies were
set np) under the rninister's departrnent. Here,


