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Naine of puretiaser Quantity Unit price

Main Wb1eeis
Sair's Tire Excbange,
Winnipeg, Man .......... 36 7 50
Pi cc Engineering,
Toronto, Ontario........ 529 7 50
Fefferman Hide and Fur
Company, Limited, Letb-
bridge, Aita ............. 201 7 50

Tbe yariance of prices for tires and tubes
is due te (bfference in size and condition.

3. Mar-eb 19, 1945, is tbe last date at wbicb
airerait stores at Estevan biave been dis-
xnantled.

*RHEUMATIC DISEASES - RSEEARCH

Mr. BENTLEY:
1. Dees the government carry on constant iand

-extensive resvarch and experimentaition with a
view te fin{lîng a cure or cures fear the varions
rbeiinîatic diseas_-. particularly artlirit;s?

2. If net. dees tuie gevernînent malke financial
contribuîtions te volnita ry ieticiil or otbier
erganizat;eîîs devced te silcti wnark ?

3. To wliat ,oizain ari i n wbat
RnouIItýs?

4. Wbat. is the .dvcnen iiit. apcific-
ally. te (a) lied way s ef er,îdicating artlîritis;
(b) assist others te finn ways; (c) te tîeip people
wlîe suier friote artuel i is?

Mr. CLAXTON: Mr. Speaker, since many
bon. memibers are reeî% îng and sending me

forîn letters urging tbe governmnent te make
a contribution te tbe Canadian Rbeumatic
Diseases Association, it migbt be of interest if
I answer tbe questions oraly' and make a brief
statemient on tbis subjeet.

Tbe answers te questions 1 and 2 are in the
negative, and the answer te question 3 follows
from tbe answer te question 2.

Question 4 is covered beiow.
As tien. members know, matters of bealth and

weifare are primarily tbe concern of the

provinces, and it is cenisidered tbat researcb
into medicai conditions in Canada can best
be conducted by hespitals and other institu-
tions actively operating in tbese fields.

Tbe national researcb ceuncil tbrougb its
associate committee on medicai research des,
however, make grants-in-aid for the promotion
of meclicai researcb. Projeets approved by the
committee must be, carried eut under cempe-
tent direction in unversities or bospitais and
medicat scbools wbere adequate facilities for
sucb studies are available.

When the asseciate committee on medical
research of the national research councit was
set up in 1938, rheumatism and arthritis were
recognized as haing among tbe diseases te be
studied. Due te tbe intervention of the war
ictive steps ceuld net be taken in these fields.

Tbe committee is, bowever, prepared te

.(Mr. Meliraith.]

give consideration to applications for assist-

ance in any project that gives promise of add-
ing to knowledge regarding the cause, metbods
of. preventien or treatment of arthritis in the
samne way it does to other medical researchi
projects. No such application is pending at
the present time.

With regard to, the question of financial con-

tributions to voluntary organizations, I shouid
say that in November, 1945, the Department
of National Health and Welfare asked the
Dominion Council of Health for advice as to,

whetber or not a grant should be made to the

Canadian Rheumatic Diseases Association. The

Dominion Council of Health consists of the

deputy ministers of health of the dominion

and provincial governments and others, and

its purpose is to advise the dominion govern-
ment on health matters. The council fouud
tbat the association's activities bad been large-

ly suspended during the war and that the

association had not yet estabiished a pro-

gramme of activities or secured sufficiently
wide support to justify a grant at that time.

As part of its programme of healtb and

social security measures, the dominion govero-
ment's proposais to the dominion-provincial
conference include assistance for complete
medicai, bospitai and nursing service which,
if carried out, wouid prox ide for the active
rreatment of rheumnatism and artbritis.

Mr. GRAYDON: Ivlay 1 qsk the minister
if hie bas offhand the information as to the

number of sufferers from artbritis in the

dominion? I heard %vithin the last week that
the number xvas very high.%

Mr. CLAXTON: I think some of tbce

reprcscntations wiiichi bave been circuiated to

lion. mni: býrs suggest that the total number of

people wlio bave been crippled from artbritis
or rliecumatism totais 600,000. My information

is tliat the figure is not anytbing like tbat.

Tiiere mnay bc 600,000 people wvbo suifer in

seme dIcgi-ce or otber from artbritis and

rbeuinatismn, the number of people wbio are

acttiaily t'iippied is very mucb iess than that.

M'hen a motion concerning artbritis, wbicb

is on tbe order paper comes bel ore tbe heuse

1 sball ho giad to give fuit information on it.

1Mr. COLDWELL: May consideratien net

bo given te establisbing a research medical

dlivision wbich would look into ail tbese

ebronie diseases? There are many persons
suifering from tbema in Canada; and it seems

te me tbat, isoiated provinces trying to do

this work are net neariy as effective as one

centrai erganizatien deaiing witb ait these
clironie diseases, inciuding scierosis.


