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Mr. TOBIN. I arn somewhat surprised
to see these increases in the expenditures
-of the Militia -Departrnent over what they
were last year without hearing from our
good friends on the other side, especially
from the province of Quebec. During the
election in Drummond and Arthabaska, I
was lu that -part of the piuvlince, and there
the Minister of Public Works, with tears in
bis- eyes, told the farmers what a bad gov-
erntnent we had in Ottawa, especially since
Sir Wilfrid Laurier went into power in 1896,
because he had donbled and trebled the ex-
penditure in the Militia Department. He
said the Minister of Agriculture was spend-
ing ouly about 15 cents per head ini the ln-
terests of the farmers, whlle the Laurier
government was spendin.g on the militia
$1.50 a head, and stili they were going to
bulld a navy which would cost this country
fifty or sixty million dollars. I do not sec
the Minister of Public Works lu his seat
to-night; nor do I sec my intelligent young
friend, the member for Nicolet (Mr. La-
marche). He was one of the men I hap-
pened to meet on the public platform in
Drummond and Arthabaska. I have a
great deal of respect for mny hon. friend the
Minister of Mîlitia, because I think hie is
lionest and takes a great interest lu the
militia of this country. But during the
last election what did these hon, gentlemen
say in the province of Quebec? They said -
They were nlot going to have Sam Hughes
and Dr. Sproule. Is Mr. Borden going to sur-
roufld himself with these Orangemen -who
appeal to race and religion in the province
of Ontario? We woulýd neyer belong to
sucli a party, a party that voted for the
Autonomy Buis which took separate schools
from the French minority lu the provinces
of Alberta and .Saskatchewan. That is the
lauguage we beard. 1 arn sorry the Minis-
ter o! Public Works is niot in his seat to-
niglit, because no man in this Dominion
lias rnade more appeals to race and religion
or lias created such feeling among our
young French-Canadians, among our young
French priests, that they f eel that the Eng-
lish-speaking Protestants of Ontario want
to do away with our religion. That is the
way they talk to the young men in the
district of Quebec; I did not know what
work the Postmaster General did ln the
province of Quebec; I did not meet hlm on
the public platform; but I have read his
paper, « L'Evenement.' Hon. gentlemen
have read that paper and the% know 'what
appeals our opponents have been making
in tJhe province of Quebec. Now these hion.
gentlemen corne here and tell us that we
must forget everything, and that 'we must
not speak about race or religion. But,' Mir.
Chairman, the Libers] members from Que-
bec neyer appealed to race or religion.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.

Mr. TOBIN. H-on, gentlemen on the
other side rnay laugh, but I represent a
county, the population of which to the ex-
tent of 75 or 80 per cent are F~rench -speak-
ing people. Five per cent of the balance
are probably English-speaking Catholie,
and' the remainder a-re English-speaking
ýProtestants. Well the votes of 75 per cent
of the English-speaking Protestants go te
the present rnerber for i<clmoud and
Wolfe because hie does -not make racial or
religious appeals.

Mr. BENNETT (Simcoe). Oh, oh.

Mr. TOBIN. The hion. member may
laugh, but we know hlm o! old. 1 will say,
as rny leader always says to thait hon, gen-
tleman, that we do flot pay any attention
to him. We have got to that stage with the
hon. gentleman, and I arn sure I shahl not
pay any attention to hlm. to-rnght.

Mr. BRADBURY. We have had enough
o! this kind o! stuff in the flouse, and I
appeal to the Chairman for his ruling.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I think the
iLef member for IRichmnd and Wolf e is
wandering a littie fromn the item under dis-
cueFioa, ani I take the liberty of drawlng
his atténtioni to the tact.

Mr. TOBIN. I bow to your rulmng, Mr.
Chairnyion, and will confine myseif to the
subject under discussion.

Mr. BENNETT (Sirnooe). I rnade your
leader sit up last night did I not?

Mir. TOBIN. Let me tell the hou. gentie-
mani that the right hion. leaaer of the oppo-
sitiýon is known too well throughout this
couutry for the people to pay amy heed to
anything the hion. member for East Simcoe
may say conceruing hlm. As f ar as the
province of Quebec is concerned, the leader
of the opposition stands with the people to-
day as hie has neyer stood before. Now let.
me tell the Minister of Militia that the f ar-
moers of this country will ask how it is
the Militia Department can buy automo-
biles. It ia really too bad for ns to have
got to tihat stage in. this country, when the
public moneys -ciould be expencted to far
better advantage. I w'ould like to see the
minister cul the item for automobiles out.
I do not blame hlm for paying 20 per cent
or probably $3,000 more than he should
have paid. I. know hlmi too well to think
that lie would desire to mate a dollar out
of amy transaction, but let me tell hlm that
the f armers o! Ca.nada object to paying
for sucli expenditures as this. Why does
mot -the hon. member for L'islet (Mr.
Paquet), who has been denouneing the mil-
itia. ln the province of Quebec, get up in
this bouse and oppose these items?


