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arnounts. I wouid suggg«est the following-
amendment to the Governument Railway
Act, after art. 60:

60a. The action may be taken and decuided
before the court of the district or the counlty
where darnages occurred and baviag jiirisdie-
tion to thie amnount ciaiînid.

The object of this suggested amendment
is to relieve clairnants frorn the necessity
of paying law costs in excess of those al-
lowed by the Exehequer Court. At present
any one who bias a dlaim of the character
1 have rnentioned must either corne to Ot-
tawa himself or be represented by anl at-
torney or by an agent, whose charges will,
in most cases, exceed the amount of taxed
costs allowed by the Excbequer Court, even
should the claimant win his suit. The
plaintiff hias thus, under the present sys-
tem, even when hie wins his suit, to pay
out in costs more thani the, court allows
him; and as dlaims of this kind are very
nurnerous ail along the line, it seems to me
tbat the government ought to provide
some remedy to the present systern. and I
trust the hion. minister will take miv sug-
gestion into bis favourable consideration.

Mr. GRAHAM. I arn very pleased to
have that suggestion from my bion. friend.
The difficulty hie points to is one concern-
ing which I arn endeavouring to get a sat-
isfactory solution. Wbat hie suggests is
part of what I have in mmnd, and the only
thing to be decided is whether it can be
satisfactoriiy wurked uut, as the matter is
a littie more difficuit than it appears on
the surface.

The only item left is the one we discussed
yesterclay with regard to Chatham. My
hon. friend from York (Mr. Crocket) asked
me about the right of way. We have not
really purchased any property at aIl yet
along the right of way. We had our man
making certain valuations and have out-
side valuators going over bis figures to see
if tbey are approximately correct. If we
cannot decicle on a proper valuation, we
wvill expropriate.

Mr. CROCKET. Were there twu survcys
tbrough the town of Chatham?

Mr. GRAHAM. Yes.
Mr. C1IOCKET. Were hoth surveys

rnade by the saine engineer?
Mr. GRAHAM. They were both rnade

under the direction of the engineer of the
Intercolonial railway.

Mr. CROOKET. Has the government
determined upon the route to be adopted?

Mr. GRAHAM. We expect the plans in
two or three davs. For ail practical pur-
poses, I think the chief engineer bas miade
up bis mind as to what tbe route will be.
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We shiah have to decide in a very feýw
days.

Mr. CROCKET. The reason I ask is that
there have been some property transfers
taking place in Chathamn within a verv
short tirne. I understand that one gentle-
man very prominent in politics there has
purchased the old foundry property, an-
ticipating that the governrnent will require
it. If the minister is flot able to tell what
location it is proposed to adopt, sorne
people at Chatham seern to have ascer-
tained the fact and have scooped sortie of
the property the department will have to
buy.

Mr. GRAHAM. I have tried to make it
clear, and emphiasize the point again that
we are going to buy these properties irre-
spective of any transfers that mav have
been made, and wvill buy tbern at their
proper value. If the owners do flot con-
sent to a fair value, we shall expropriate.

Mr. CROCKET. Have negoriations 'e
had -w'ith the present owners of the pro-
perty?

Mr. GRAHAM. I thinik anl effort lias
been made to get the several owners of the
property to naine a price. Thiat is the first
step. Sorne of theni have deeliined to naine
a price.

Mr. BARKER. I would rerinid the iiiii-
hister of our experience in the Halifax
roundhiouse property. The governiient
sent down people to value the propert v
there, and these people would flot inl-uirU1
what hiad heen paid for îproperty wjthiîi
thirty days.

Mr. GRAHAM. We try to bring aur best
judgillent to hear on the opinion of tice
valuators.

Mr. BARKER. I mean more thani jud-
ment. Sitting bere, your best judgmient o
a matter of that kind is flot enoughl.I
have found that, again and again, tue
valuators sent to look into mne valuation
of property, have declined to ask what a
man had paid for the property, even if lie
had bouglit it within a mionth or so.

Mr. CROOKET. Who is the valua" ri
who lias been sent down?

Mr. GRAHAM. The man originally se-t
was our own engineer, Mr. O'Dwyer. He
bias taken the preliminary steps. To make
sure that bis valuation is righit, we will
have other valuators check it. The public
interest will be protected in every way.
We desire to get the property at a fair
value.

Mr. BARKER. I hope and expect so.
now that vou have a board. But it waý
not so a year ago.


