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constituencies in the Northwest is a suffi- of lis distant location is the centre of at-
cient answer; there is no comparison. l traction for settement nd development.
the one case there is a centralized popula- Hé is the point tram whicl must necessarily
tion, in the other case there is a rural popu- radiale the information that is necessary t>
lation, and the rule dos not depend upon the welhbeiag and advancement of the coun-
the size of the place but upon the peculiar try. A pioneer, on every ground, is en-
circumstances and upon the proportion of titled to greater represeatation lu the logis-
the total vote of the constituencies. The lature tlan is a man of any othor class,
rule lias always been applied throughout if we are iooking to the devolopment of our
the provinces of the Dominion, and it is country, as I hope wo ail are.
being applied in the Northwest now, and It My hon. friend from St. Autine made the
would be improper if it were not so ap- suggestion that if a part of the district of
plied. As to the district of Athabaska, as Athabaska as large as the district of St.
to the votes in that district, as to the rights Albert was set apart. tbat woald cover
of pioneers to be over-represented if they practically ai the population of tho district
are over-represented ; every man in an out- of Athabaska. Iu the first place, that idea
lying locality in a new country counts not las 11 bearing on the question. Tue popu-
only for his individual self as does a man lation of tho électoral division of St. Albert
in a large city, but that pioneer is the cen- is largoly coutained lu one part of tlat
tre of attraction, to trade and population electoral division but the populatioi of the
and civilization and development, and it is district of Athabaska is not contained la
upon the word of that man that the ten- ono particolar part of it. lut isseatterod
dency of trade and population and civiliza- along the two great rivers. Tlîre are no
tion depends. If we are to have develop- conditions ta the district of St. Albert par-
ment in that district of Athabaska- if we allol ta any degree b thoso in the district
are to have roads built and the conveniences of Athabaska. Thorefore wien lion.
of civilization so that there muay be greater frtend asks ns to make a similar district lu
developient, upon whose word are we to Athabaska, le siniply ignores att the tacts
depend but upon the word of the men scat- and conditions wliic are essential b naking
tered here and there over that territory. Is a satisfactory distribution.
it going to be said that the men in these Mr. LALOR. Lu the miaisters estiniate
districts who are the pioneers of develop- of 5,000 inlabitants ta Athabaska. what pro-
ment, progress and advancement, are not to
be represented because there are not so
many of them as there are in other consti- M. OLIVER. The Intia popolation of
tuencies? he district of Atiabaska, according b tue

Mr. R. L. UORDEN. According to the tot -nd I ani crdii intoreP ail
premises of which you are proceeding, there was 735.
are very few of these pioneers ; there were
5,000 of them, but only about 342 voters Mr. LALOR. \i'bn was tUaI treaty
were there in 1901. îade 7

MrI. OLIVER. Lu1 1899 or 1900. lii the
Mr. OLIVER. We will admit there are district of Pence River the Indian popula-

very few. lion ras 955. So Ibat lucre are about 1,700

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Very few pioneers. imas ta hie 1wo districts.

Mr. OLIVER. I do not exactly catch the Mr. LALOR. Have yoa an ostiniato of
point, but I should say that in a territory tue otbor portions of the population at tUe
as large as Athabaska, if there are 5,000 came tinie ?
people scattered ail over that territory they m. OLIVER. No. I gel thé otbor ibm-
are all pioneers. lions of tue population from tle censiis of

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Then every one in 1901.
tUe Northwest is a pioneer? 3fr. R. L BORDEN. TUe hon. gontle-

amas estiniate off the Indian population is
Mr. OLIVER. I do not think the residents he same as w- have oliained froin tbe

of the cities of Edmonton or Calgary for ceus in 1901 ?
instance could properly claim to be pioneers OLIVER. Vos. Tue Indiaî popola-
at the present day. Where people are liv- renaiîs at about what il was ; tUai of
ing in the midst of all the advantages of the lf breois bas lucmoased. My estinate
civilization as are the people of the urban of tho total population in Athabaska is
cities in the Northwest, with all due defer-
ence to the people of Regina, Prince Albert, w-btos a
Edmonton, Calgary or Moosejaw, I do not
think that taking man for man, each indi- 3r. POSTER. On w-bat basis do you
vidual in each of these cities is of as groat niale that estimate
value to the state, or that bis advice to-I1-fr. OLIVER. On inforation givei 10
wards the developinent of the country is as ne by gentlen fron mbnt country w-ho
valuale as tUaI off ti ran wao by reason iare w-el inform ond ti regard to i .


