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to the Indians who are most advanced in civilization, and who
hiave lived for a long time in close proximity to the whites,
it is proposed to concede to them some measure of self:
government, somewhat similar to the municipal system
that prevails among the whites. I am sure that ar
enlightened Canadian Parliament will welcome & species of
Home Rale for the aborigines of this country. There is no
question, Sir, in which the people of this country have
greater interest at this time, or indeed, have had & greater
interest for a considerable time, than the copstruction of
-the Pacific Railway. That work is a national work;
it is a Canadian work in which the whole people of this
country are deeply interested. The construction of the
road, as we are all aware, has been relegated by the Gov-
ernment and by Parliament to a company. That company
has, with an emergy unprecedented in this country, set
itself diligently to work to fulfil the great contract it has
undertaken, and I think there is united testimony from
both sides of this House, and from all sections of the coun-
try, ibat the company entrusted with the construction of
that great work has been honourable in its dealings
and has faithfully and energetically endeavoured to carry
out its agreement. The progress made with the road
has been unprecedented. Of the total length from Pem-
broke to Port Moody, 2,833 miles, 1,738 miles have been
constructed, leaving 1,095 miles yet to be constructed ; and
it must be a gratifying circumstance that the portion of
the road constructed and put into operation has proved not
only a commercial success to the contractors, but also of
very great advantage to the country. I will not weary the
~House with lengthy details or many figures, but I may state
“that, in addition to the portions of the road constructed in
the older Provinces, in addition to the portions taken over
trom the Government, in addition to the sections separated by
a gap to the north of Lake Superior, the road to-day extends
west of Winnipeg to the summits of the Rocky Mountains, in
full operation a distance of nearly 1,000 miles. At the present
time, what is literally a emall army of workingmen, nom-
bering 9,000, with all the appliances for the construction of
the railway, in the shape of machinery and horses, are en-
gaged in the work of lessening the gap that separates the

two portions of the road north of Lake Superior. Now, it
will gerfectly obvious, not only 10 hon. members in-this
House but to the whole country, that the prompt eonstruc-

tion of that road is of the first importance to the Canadian

ple. We know that the Northern Pacific road has been
Just completed. That road will become a vigorous com-
petitor for the trans-continental trade. And there is
another road, the Union Pacific, in active operation. The
rapid development of the North-West and the settlement of
the country, the expansion of our trade, and a variety of
other circumstances, will make it necessary that the Cana-
dian Pacific road should be completed, both in the interest
of the country and the company, at a period long antece-
dent to the date originally fixed, 1891. It was the recent
expectation that the road would be completed in 1886, and
Iam sure that if that expectation should be realized, it would
result in the greatest advantage to this country. Let us not
overlook the advantage which that road, when completed, will
confer upon this country. When we recollect that the two
Americarr Pacific roads are not through lines, that they
are only partially through lines, that they have to connect
with other lines in order to reach the seaboard, and that
ours will be the only trans-continental road extending from
8¢a 10 sea under one management, and that it will be
bundreds of miles shorter than either of the other Pacific
roads with any comnections they can possibly make, I
think it will be perfectly self-evident 10 every hon. member
of this House and to the country, that advantages will
aocrue to this country and to the Qanadian Pacific road
when it is completed. That road will possess other
incidental advantages which are not to be ignored. In the

first place, it will through a larger area of cultivable
land than either of the American Pacific roads. The agrionl.
tural lands on the western portion of the Canadian. Pamfic

Railway extend from longitade 96 to longtitude 114, equal
to 18 degrees; on the Northern Pacific Railway from
longtitude 94 10 105 degrees, equal to- 11 degrees; on the
Union Pacific Ra.ilw:{, from longtitude 96 to 105, equal to
9d howing the vastly greater extent of oultivable
land that will be placed under tribute in close proximity to
the Canadian Pacifie Railway when it will be completed,
than is travorsed by the other roads. Farthormore, the
mountain section ofythe Canadian Pacific Railway is vastly
shoi ter than that of either of the American Pacific roads. For
instance the Canadian Pacific Railway is embraced within.a
mountain section of 600 miles; the Northern Pacific Rail-
way, within & mountain section of 900 miles ; and the Union
Pacific Railway, within a mountain section of 1,225 miles,
From these facts, it is perfectly evident that our road will
bave a decided advantage in the ‘competition for
the trans-continental freight and passenger trafflc,
and that the soomer it can be put into operation
the sooner will these advantages which I have fore-
shadowed result in great benefit, not merely to the oom;xany
but also to the country. It was not to be expected that a
road destined to become so’ formidable a rival to its com-
petitors would be permitted to be built without vigorous
opposition. Combinations have consequently been formed
against the Canadian Pacific Railway by these inter~
ested roads. In self proteotion, its American rivals en-
deavoured to obstruct its progress, and the result of their
vombinations and machinations has been to . prevent the
Cansadian Pacific Railway from disposing of its stock at a fair
market value—at such value as they had fair reason to ex-
pect to 8o realize in order to apply the proceeds to the com-
pletion of their great work. Snfortunatel'y a great depre-
ciation took place in the value of American Railway secu:
rities, not merely in the New York market, but also in the
other great money markets of the world—in Amsterdam,
Paris and London—and this depreciation oocurred .at the
very time when the Canadian Pacific Railway needed the
proceeds which they expected to obtain from the sale of
their strck. To meet this difficulty, the company approached
the Canadian Government and deposited with it a snm of
money and securities sufficient to previde for the payment of
three per cent. of the five per cent. promised by the railway
company on & capital stock of $65,000,000. It wassupposed
that this provision for a limited amount of the interest
promised by the Oanadian Pacific Railway would have the
effect, not merely of steadying the stock in the Ameriocan,
English and French markets, but also of giving ineressed
value to the stock, and that thereby money wounld
be realized from the sale applicable to the prosecution of the
work. Through a combination of circumstances this resnlt
has not been achieved, and the company -has not been able
to realize from the sale of their stock the amount they might
fairly have contemplated. Under these circumstances, it is
evident that it will be the duty of Parliament to apply its
best wisdom and give its most patriotic consideration to any
measure that in the interest of the country the Government
may find it necessary to sabmit with the view of preventing
any delay in the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway
that may result from the causes [ have indicated. Parlia-
ment will, no doubt, give its best wisdom and gonsideration to
this subjéct.That the Canadian Pacific Railway should be built
well built, and wisely built and built it must be. The Roman

Senate oncesaid, the voice of the Roman 0;;60 e re-schoed

the fiat of the Senate, delenda est Carthago, “Cs must be
destroyed "—and Carthage was destroyed. I see the leader
of the Opposition smiling at the Latin, and I hope it will

give him the proper inspiration under the circumstances to

which I am alluding. The Canadian people have announced

to the world that the Canadian Pacific Railway must be con-



