
David Lms and Konstanty Gebert both
pointed out the importance of civil society in
imnpcding the spread of violence. The war did not
sweep like wildfire across the country. On the
contrary, it had to bc re-Idndled again and again in
différent place. Sometimes the sparks feJI on "wet
wood" that resisted the war for a ycar or more at a
time. For e.xample, a f-actory stuffed by a harmonious
groups of ethnicatly mixed worlcers was able to take
care of its memberS and protect themn fr beîng

September 1991,'as the fighding ini Croatia wus about
ta reach its peac. Although under-reported, domnestic
anti-war protests continued throughout the whole
war. Activists organized inter-ethnic dialogues,
struggled for civic pluraliszn, and supported
conscientious objectors. They proposed the
establishment of a T-T.N. protectorate over Bosnia
and Herzegovina, and opposed the recognition of
nation stares based purely on ethnie identities. They
argued within the international peace movement
that oDrincioles of democracv shotild nôt be


