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Technglagical Factors -

Cznada b5 congldared L4 have the véatern world™s moat madacn zlas
a:uneﬂsing faciliciza and lowast produccion coscs. Cam'ncu, CEL and
Kldd Creek fo6ll into thia cscegnry The U.5. zing processing plancs

‘4re becumiﬂg Guc=daced, and are dmnng'the‘hish23c cogt prodyucery in

the warld:; a number of them have shut town. Enmich and ¥1d4 Tasx,

.alsn uge a s:a:e—of-the-ur: [dherict Gu:uun) hydrnne:aLlurgiLaL

prodass ta p:nduce a7slgnificant pottion i chet: tloc produccion
aod, oot incidencally, sulphur produsticn ra:hec chan Sulphur
digride.

The cwo Canadisn lead smaluatﬁ seill usa tha aqut-datad 511Lurfhlas;
Furnace pfoceses. This in iesalf ks nor tha Wajor fmadon foc Canada's
heiny amang. Lhe highaat cast producars, as almest all woold produidsa
wse a similar pEOGHsa.  Hou :echnology wguld bcing Candda [1-1
positiun Bf ‘leadarahip in werld cechnology and co zhe Loweat
epafatloy cosc posicica.

The aussinn-ueveluped Wivecer procesa; the Gerugn-iserican WJEL procass
and che, Finntshﬂdeveluuen Dutukumpu ELash—smel:‘ng methbds for lesd
ewtractian ara ot yut in. comtmrelal prbdu::ian anywWwhaa, B, BUMs
in Australbla, suveral pro:esaocs in Gegaspy and, J=hloa, and ocoe
Canadian praducar are khown o b considering them: A lange
piloc-planc yased om the Kivcet procesa has heen canstrucced by Lhe
Balivian soverntenc bur there i3 no regord icsg havi"5 bawsu
nperatad. Consideracions hulding back ins:allﬂnian ‘acé the high
sapiral eosc, which i3 Im the arder gf ssveral hundrad wikk [ar
doliafs for a world—-icale plant, in af eavirongenc 9f Low cash Iluywsd,
aod low paceucial proflcability Eor any ledd smelzer (evap these ouw
ones) in Che medium Lafwh.

Thera uré no barriers ko ahtaining these asw - technologles frow abruad
thruugh tanhuulngy{li:ensiug a:rangeuents- he t:pLicatlnns af this
515n;fican: cactoological chaige Wikl lixely 'ncluda a gpale=up -of
capacily, a decrsaga in empluymenn, and & solutigm tg the hygiane
praoblem’ in che uurk-pla:u. The firet compan;as La adnpt chesa
pracessars will have a markedly enhanced change.of sucvival. Soma
canpagies mnat go aut of dualness in chia gedium cerm.

Jchar FacCols

Canadian lead procyctido Inpuf, co5Ls &ara aosi senaiiive {o changes {a
.the gosc of labour,.followed by cpafe of coke and raw. materials.
nnargy €8t ls oot a3 intLuent;ai a factor. dassdian zine’ production
iupu: eABLE are mﬂs: 3en31tive Lo .changes in the ¢g3C af sodbygy,
Ebllﬂued by the cest of -ahou..

lo zhe sreseac <limace af decreasinb intaresgc "al:EE~ two majee
Lndubcrics-hausing and cunst-uchlun. and autumﬂtxva *‘cﬂul& Al cave
.and creata fncteesed demands Ear, and oCices of, Llead-.and zige saa
praducts , such as barceries, galvanized sceel, pipes. paincy, ate. OF
fourde, the oppoglte would occeur LF loferesi, ratus wera to inccaafta.
Lawar rates would he a bada Lo Canadian sompdndes, nns: E whom gekll
Lirge quantiziss ¢ lead 4ad’ zinc concemciabea oo :ustaz srelrars
around the world. The zEfero in the shevc cerm would probebhly noc be
an buuufi:ial far :he canadian sme-tars And-Tetinars hecause they sre
alesady unﬂra:ing at high capacity: iE 1984 lasd was at dﬁi and zine
wag 28 W3%. In mid-lY¥5, Coafnse and Yafanda andoudcid LDA caduc=
ticas in zice producedan -ar che :emainder 9f ‘1U83.  iiso, producing

-oce laad would-probabhly noc .increase operacing prafis because thioca

Is litzle or =@ aargla bétween producsion cost ind selllng weica.
Tha above: nEfncts are ceiaced ca operatioms. Thecd would be
significaun woa=operaring benefits af lower Lotabdst Cafes fug
Canad‘an prnducars-

AL Leasc one Canadian unioe has anuan:ad A K0 waRd Ln:'&aae
Tecankly whersus severﬂl large: 0.5% inlons have qeeepeed slgaifizan:
teductions fn hourly wages.



