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Studies made by representatives of our two Governments led ta th
conclusion that the problem of the air defence of our two countries could bes
be met by delegating to an integrated headquarters, the task of exercisini
operational control over combat units of the national forces made available fa:
the air defence of the two countries. Furthermore, the principle of ai
interated headquarters exercising operational c<ntrol over assigned forces ha
been wefl established in various parts of the North Atlantic~ Treaty area. Th,
Canada-United States region is an integral part of the NATO area. In suppor
of the strategie objectives established in NATO for the Canada-United State
region and in accordance wîth the provisions of the North Atlantic Treaty
our two Governmnents have, by establishing the North American Air Defenci
Command recognized the desirability of integrating headquarters exercisin1
operational control aver assigned air defence forces. The agreed integratioi
is intended ta, assist the two Governments t<o develop and maintain theii
individtual and collective capacity ta resist air attack an their territories il
North America in mutual self-defence.

The twa Gavernments consider that the establishment of integrated ai,
defence arrangements of the nature described increases the importance a:
th~e fullest possible consultation lbetween the twa Governinents on all matten
affecting the joint defence of North America, and that defence co-operatiol
lbetween them~ can be worked ou~t on a mutually satisfactory basis only É
such consultation is regularly and consistently undertaken,


