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My own fear, however, is that a commission which ho:

estly advised the paymeut of higlier duties would become

great as Diana to thec Ephesian silver-smiths, aud that i

decrees woui1d be imperative as if they had been let down fro

heaven; but if, on the other hand, it shou1d with equal hones

demonstrate that, ini the interests of all thec people, the duti

should be lowered, then its conclusions would be consider

merely academia, a counsel of perfection which was put for

hy a company of deluded though well-meaning doctrinar,'

whom ail practical men are bound to disregard. The coi

mission would then be hortatory or mandatory accordin'g

thec circumstances of the case.
Danger is aso to be found iu thec inevitable tendeucy

doctrine to become dogma and propositions to pass into la,%

A commission which is appointed to adminilater a syst4

quixky becomnes identified with thec system. The existence

thec two is niutual; and it is very difficuit, or at lest it
f- -n -- 1-wieve that thev themnselves are i


