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spslling.

Exercises whicb tend to mnake the senses alert and

observation keen will ihelp the spelling. Short,

intense application wiii (Io more than long, unguid-

ed, thougbtless study. A few suggestions nîay prove

valuable:
i. The speiiing lessons should be short, and

s.houldl cover words that the class mnisspell and con-

sequiently need to study.
2. Require the pupils to prepare 'thenselves to

announce short word-iists f romieemory, -in the daily

spelliiig test.
3. Write words upon the blackboard and con-

ceai themi by a map;- then show several words at a

time for a short interval, and require thern to be

spelied.
4. Teachers should alwaý-s -have the words pro-

nounced correctiv by the class before independent

study. They sbould not fail to note words which

ipdividuals seeni to ilisspeli, because incorrectly

lieard, and make those -pupils sure of the correct

pronunciation.
5. The spelling exercise for test should frequent-

ly be oral, in order to test quickly witb many words,

and to reinforce the correct menîory by imniediate

corrections of misconceptions.
6. Advantage sbould be taken of t4ie interest

wbicb arises f romn contests in spelling.'

7. In dictation exercises announce the word or

sentence, but once, distinctly. The pupils shouild

be able to fix their attention strictly upon the work

in band.
Oral spelling wiil in ail cases take accounit ôf

syllables. In primapy grades, at least, the, sylla-

bles sbould 'be pronounced separately as spel-led,

and combined into the coinplete word. In discuss-

ing the meaning of words, caîl attention to stemis,

prefixes, and suffixes, and makeuse of word analy-.

sis. Draw attention to words having the sanie root,

and to the variations in meaning caused by the pre-

fixes -and suffixes. In prirmary grades wbere thie

spelling book is not used, have tbe children write

the list of words in their written spellinig books, and

preserve thern for reviewv. In more -advanced grades

preserve in the sanie manner, the m-isspelled words

occurring in the writteni work.-Philadelphia
Teacher.

Does this mean your school? A mother once said

that her chikiren since tbey began to go to Miss

were more careful to help ber about the

bouse. Tbey we re more careful, too, about their

bealth and bebavior, they were particular about

ventilating their roomns the boys remnoved their bats

and saw thiat their shoes were' dean before entering

tbe house. They were more interested in their les-

song, and brougbt no complaints hon-e about their

teacher,
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Publie Sehoole.

In one respect,' our commnon, public schoois differ

essentialiy f roil ail the %elect, parochial or boarding

schoois. This is in the f act that their students Corne

f rom a-il gradies of society, f rom ail politicai parties,

froni families of ahl religious creeds, ùîdcuding those

of no crcedt. And in these scbools, where properly

managed, aIl pupils stand on precisel-y equal footing,

al enjoy exactiy the saine privileges, and ail are

subject 'to the saine restrictions. The ideal pu-blic

schooi is the niost thorougbly dermocratic insiitu-

tion known to this democratic' country.

NoW, to niany people, this is tbe greatest objec-

tion to the public scbooocls:, and the objection is due

to a variety of reasons, some social and some rehig-

ious. But to my nîind, this feature is what mr .akes

the comnion, public schooi- the oniy school, justý

fitted for the training of chikiren in a country sucb,

as ours, altbhougb 1 ain f ree to grant tha-t there is

some reason for the other opinion. If aschool is a

preparatioli for iife, or as some are fond of saying,

in these days. is a life in itself, then it seenis clear

that in the coninon, public school the confditions of

t 'hat life are more nearly like those wbich will obtain

in after life than tbev can be in any other schoq(l.

Some parents feel that, in other schools, their

cbildren may be better sb-ielded f romn certain temnptaý

tions than tiiey can be in the public scbools. This

may be true. But the very important question

recurs, "'To what extent is it desirable to, shield

cbildren f romn tenîptation ?" This is a large ques-

tion, and 1 shail not attempt to give it a full discus-

sion here. I will only sav that, if it were pososible

to shield a chiid compietely f romi every, temiptation

un-tii bis nîajority, sucb a course would be the worst

possible to fit bimn for living uprigbtly in sucb a

world as t-his. If be is ever to be good for anything

lie niust learn to stand on bis own feet, even if he

experiences sonie falîs iii tbe learning. I nnocence

nîav exist witbin a bedge, but virtue can bc-develop-

ed onlv where it is tested. And no virtue is worthy
of the naine uinless its source is f rom witbin rather

tiîan froni witbout.-School and Honie Education.

I have found nearly ail children rather keen to

know about natural and astronomical things. They

do not always care for machinery. Boys somnetimes

care about sucb tbings as a bicycle or a purrnp, but

girls bardlv ever do., They may easily be made

tired with science teaching of an unwise kind, but, if

they are initiated in a kind of science whicb chikiren

ougb1t to be interested in, tben it is wholesomne train-

ing for tbemi aIl. I do not believe in having schoots

wbere boys baving an aptitude for science shall

learn notbing else, and scbools where boys wh 1o

have an aptitude for letters shaîl have nothing but a

literarv education. I do not agree with premature
specialization.-Sir Oliver Lod ge, F. R. S,
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