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ýEDIT O R, 1AL

The "Mothers of Consolidation"
Are You Going to Jota in the Work They Hfave Plaaned?
The Goveramexit Invitez You-WiUl You Anuwer the Cail?

AST înonth EVERYWOMAN'S WORLDILcame forth editorially under the
L chadirig: "Mobilization of Cana-

dian Women," wherein Mrs. Nellie
L. McCiung agitated for unity to
mecet the problems that are to-day

gifacing us. In another section of the
March issue, this magazine cham-

pioncd the amalgamation of women's clubs
and organizations in a "Cali to Arms,"-an
invitation to every Canadian woman to enlist
in a league named, temporarily and for conl-
venience, "The Canadian WAoman's War
League," to be organized for the purpose of
meeting issues contÎngent upon the war and
having a direct and vital bearing upon our home
îf e.

Within a few days after the publication of
the March issue, the Government called, at
Ottawa, a conference of women for the express
purpose of working along the very lines sug-
gested in our "Cali to Arms." The Dominion
has ne-rknown so unique a gathcring. Women
from ail walks of life were there. From
every province in the Dominion thev came-
rcprescntative of every wurnan 's organizat ion
and woman's intcrest. The aissemibly was signi-
ficant, inspiring.

Mrs. Adelaide Plumptre, who presided.
exp)re>ssed the situation aptly when, in ber final
miessage to the Cabinet andl to the women
she said: " Fifty years ago a certain group of
men earned for themselves the titie of' Fathers
of Confederation.' In future we may be called
the 'Mothers of Consolidation."'"

It is to be wondered if the storm of applause
that followed the remark carried with it
understanding of the truc significance of the
statemnent, "Mothers of Consolidation!" Do
the women of Canada realize that the time has
corne when they must sink ail diffeences-
differences of class, creed, politics and nation-
ality? Has the fact been borne in upon themn
that Consolidation rests with each of them
individually? To quote Mrs. McClung,-from
one of her addresses at the Conference:-

"We need waste no time'in declaring our
Ioyalty OR IN DOUBTING THAT 0F OUR
NEIGHBOR."

There's the rub-" Doubting that of our
neighbor." If the tÏme many of us spend in
doubting the good faith of our neighbors were
devoted to food production, what a harvest
would there bel

"JHE probiemrs of Canada," declared Mrs.
TMcClung, "are the women's problemrs.

Thi3 is the first lime in our history, and in fact,
the first time in British history, when women
have been calied into council by the Govern-
ment, and I do hope that the women gathered
here will help the conference by human interest.
Ail the world is now div.ded into two opposing
factors-the people who represent the money
interests, and the people who are fighting for
humait rights. We want the enemy, whether
at home or abroad TO KNOW THAT CANA-
DIAN WOMEN HAVE DRAWN THE
sWORD. WE ARE AT WAR WITH EVERY
AGENCY AT HOME OR ABROAD THAT
WQUTLD WEAKEN BRITAIN."

As the conference progrcssed, no doubt re-
mained as to the intention of the women.
They had buckied on their armor and were out
to win. For the past several ycars, through the
press and on the public platform, women have
been assured that their "day has come."
The proverbial grains.of sait bec-ame more num-
erous as they accepteci the statements and
bîded their time.

44 ]oeThoughts
from Abroad "

April in England-claffodils are growing
By every wayside. golden. tali and fair; :

S April--and ail the little wnds are blowing
The scenta of Springtime through the

sunny air.Aprîl in Exi~.slan-Cuu! that we were
i therel

S April ini England-and her sono are lying
* On those red fields and dreamiîng of her

i short;
j APril-we hear the thrushes' songe rcplying

Each unto each, above the cannonso roar. jI Aprîl in England-ahall we see it mort?

i April in England-there's th cuckoo cal]-.

3 ing
Down in her meadcws, whtre the cow-

j slip gitamas;
*ApriI -and hit eshowersam r»sftly fallhng

Dimpling the surface of her babblingJ
3teasIApril in England--how thse shrapnelj

screamis!I April ini England-blood, ansd dust, and I
j sothtr,

j Scearming of horse.. men in agony:
j April-fuil many of thy sons, O Mothr

Never again thsas.dtWy dawns &hag sec,
S April in En«land-God. Ieep England fret!1

* NORAJ-I M. HOLLAND.

But this act on the part of the Government-
this invitation to tend advice and co-operation-
wasdifferent. k cxemplified emancipation-no,
that is not the word; Canadian women have
neyer found the nced of emancipation-let us
say, rather, exaltation.

They answcred the Government's invitation
wïth enthusiasm. They arrived laden down
with statistics and a plenitude of common
sense. A mischievous thought struck one of
thse isteners: " Did thse gentlemen- of the
Government ant*cipate it? D d they realize
that with ail the love of detail of their feminîne
nature, their energetic sisters had been col-

lecting this data for years? Did thcy forese
that they (the Cabinet) werc committing thcm-
selves to an irrevocable pledge, though yet
unspoken?" A mischievous thought indeed,
was this, promptcd by a certain sense of humor
absoiutciy uncontroilable when a veritable
inachine-gun fire of questions was directed first
at one and then at another membçr of the Cabi-
net. Sir George Foster thrilled evcry woman
present with lis exhortation to "Save, Save!"
But, had he wanted to evade the question
whether or Bot Daylight Saving would be
adopted, he could Bot well have donc so in the
face of one persistent questioner whose deter-

nation it was to ascertain that one point.
His oratory was marvellous and appre-
ciated. But h's answcr was desired! And so,
it went! Mr. Henry B. Thomson, Chairman
of the Food Board, answered questions as to
compulsory rationing, fixing of prices and other
matters that have been worrying housekeepers.
Hon. N. W. Rowell, Maj .-Gen. Mewburn, and
the others, were allotted their shares.

Agriculture and Production, Thrift and Econ-
omy, Public Health and Child Welfare, Indus-
trial Activities and National Registration-ali
these subjects were deait with.

TJ'HE last subject mentioned deserves wider
trcatment, since upon its success will

dcpend, to a large extent, the success of the
other problems. It brings us back to EVERY-
WOMAN'S WORLD'S "CailltoArms." As aresuit
of the Conference, a league such as we sug-
gested, modeled, probably, after jhe American
"League of National Defence," may be organ-
ized by the Government.

Further, registration of woman power as
well as of man power is te be a reality. A
" Canada Registration Board". has been formed,
including amnong its members Mrs. Plumptre.
TIn order that only a moderate amount of
machinery be used to carry out the idea, it is
nccess'ary that every Canadian womnan con-
sider herseif a cog in the wheel.

Would you be willing to operate a street car
se that its present operator may be placed at
work wherein he might be more useful but
wherein you are not physically fit? Then
regîster!

Would you seli dressgoods in a departmental
store so that the maie clerk may be placed at
farmn labor too heavy for you but both heaithier
for and more required of him? Register!

EvE-RYWOMAN'S WoRLD is open to you at ail
times for guidance. If you do nlot know with
whomn you should communicate in order to
become employed to the best patriotie advan-
tage, write us.

The Govcrnment needs your co-operation.
When the Government is right, wc support the
Goverriment. In the prescrit instance we"stand at attention "-stand as well, by you
and wilh you and for you.

This national magazine has placed itself on
record with the " Mothers of Consolidation "
as one of the pioneers in the immense task of
organization-for unity and for strength. 4

Womùen of Canada! We ark you-A'e y ou
with us? Are ,you going tohelp us to CARRY
ON "?
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